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POINTS OF VIEW —

Help group aiding those wi

ate last year I wrote a column

about a young man I metata

Christmas Evo party. The child,
about 3 years old, couldn’t walk; at the
timo, his parents were waiting to see if
the di is was a spinal p or
muscular dystrophy.

One point of the column was the par-
allel to Tiny Tim in Dickens’ “A
Christmas Story.” It was Christmas
Eve and hero was a small child, unable
to walk, happily playing with the host's
dog and watching the lights on the treo,

Meanwhile, his parents were telling
us that the little boy's present, that he
had so been looking forward to — his
first wheel chair — had failed to arrive
in time for Christmas. His parents
were kind of matter-of-fact about it,
but the rest of us were secthing that a
company could be so inscnaitive to the
needs of a little boy one day before
Christmas.

A lot of you read that column and
called to see if there was anything you

could do. I put the question to the fam-
{ly about the same time they received
the dingnosis for thelr son — he s af-
flicted with a type of muscular dystro-

phy.

At first, they seemed intereated in
letting us pursue tha story by sending
out a photographer and reporter. Then,
they backed off, saying it was their re-
sponaibility nnd it would be should-
ered by their family.

Then they changed their mind again.
1 received a call from the father, who
said that while they now had the wheel
chair, they still weren't as mobile as
they might have liked to be, because
the wheel chair would only fit in a spe-
cially equipped van. They didn't have
one, and the price tag on_a van outfit-
ted with the necessary stuff hovers
around $20,000,

And then I met with the boss of the
little boy's father in Plymouth's Box
Bar. I had come to visit with him and
his wife, since they're great people, but

1I'd also shown up to discuss how we
could help the little boy's family.

what would be many, many beers and
handed me & letter, I stuffed it, un-
opened, in my wife's purse, a favorite
carry-ail for everything I don’t wish to
carry, and, since I really couldn’t read
anyway at that point in time, contin-
ued the evening.

The next morning, I opened the let-
ter. “You mentioned that over 70 peo-

Instead, the boss ordered the first of

ple wero touched by the article and
wondered what they might do to help,”
it said. “Though we nced a uscd full-
size van to transport our son and his
electric wheel chair, in the interest of
doing what's soclally responaible, we
suggest peg‘plc mu!m d‘unutigng to the

“MDA will help us and many others
purchase new braces, buy wheel chalrs,
and pay other necessary medical costs.
To provide some perspective, our son's
leg braces for 1993 will cost somewhere
between $6,000 and $6,800.” The little
boy's wheel chair came in at $11,000,
and the letter, fram the father, notes
that even if his insurance pays 80 per-
cont of all this, and a few other costs,
his out-of-pocket expenses will be at
1east $4,000, not including modifica-
tions ta their home, a van, a wheel
chair lift, and on and on.”

And that's on one income — the fa-
ther's.

Double standard exists for some macho

he Feminist is really steamed
T this time. I can tell, Otherwise

she wouldn't have been calling
the White House the ather night. Or

Don Riegle. Or Carl Levin. Or Bill
Ford, In Washington, no less. Couldn't
settle for a Iocal call. Ok, no.

Anyway, what's got her agitated is all
the flap over Bill Clinton's attempt to
keep his campaign promise to lift the
ban over gays enlisting in the military,
It's not Clinton she's upsct with, mind
you, It's the reaction from the macho/
bozo/bubba crowd that's got her going.

.-*“I don't want to share a shower with
some gay guy who's gonna telt me I've
got a nice ass,” Bubba Number 1 tells
the talk radio host,

' “And I don’t want to sleep in the
aame barracks with these guys™ Bozo
Number 2 adds.

I don't want some guy comin’ on to
me in the Enlisted Men’s Club,” says
Macho Number 3.

Boy does that get The Feminist up-

sot.

“What about some straight guy com-
ing on to a woman? What abcut some
macho jerk telling her she has a nice
ass and then wondering why she gets
upset about it? What's the difference?”

The difference, of course, is that
when Mr. Macho comes ontoa
“broad” or a “chick" or some other des-
criptive term that can’t be published in
this newspaper, he figures that's “nor-
mal.” She shouldn’t make a big deal
out of it. Guys are like that.

But if a gay malc comeson to a
straight “warrior,” ooh, that's different.
The “warrior” fecls threatened. His
masculinity is challenged. If a gay male
hits on him, it might be because he's
given out a signal — a signal thot he
could, God forbid, be gay himself.

‘Phe fact is these “warriors” are
scared out of their pants — or they're
afraid they will be, And they just con't

The fascinating thing about this
whole brouhaha is that all of the out-
rage is coming from macho males. I ha-
ven't heard any women complaining —
or any men bringing up the point —
that lifting the ban on gays in the mili-
tary applics to gay women as well as
gay men.

The straight women don't seem to be
i ] about sharing a barracks, or

take it.
chismos who didn't get it when Anita

sexual harassment. Maost of them, of

course, didn't believe her anyway. But
those who conceded that she might be

telling the truth figured it was no big

(lclenl. Learn to live with it, baby. Get a
ife,

These are the same antediluvian ma-

Hill was accusing Clarence Thomas of

cven a shower, with gay women. At
least they're not screaming about it.

And as far as herassment goes, it's
the gay men who are getting the crap
beat out of them by the straights. Any
bozo who thinks a gay is going to come
on to him in n shower occupied by 20
other machos had better think again.

tims here anyway?
A couple of years ago when some
ding th

Or maybe just think. Who are the vic- |

th MD in many ways

“Your readors are nlready helping
through their tax dollars and their

“donations to the various charities,” the

letter continued. "I can vouch that or-
ganizations like MDA put their monoy

| to good use. I can also assure them that

more money is needed.

“And if you know a family witha
disabled child, offer to babysit. . .
they're great kids."” His point was that
many people fecl uncomfortable baby-
sitting for disabled children — but
there's no necd to feel awkward. They
need help just like any other child,

The address of the MDA office to
send contributions is 2200 Canton
Center Road, Suite 170, Canton 48188,
or, for additional information, please
call 937-9123.

Philip Sherman is the editor of the
West Bloomfield/Lakes Eccentric. Mes-
sages for Sherman can be left on his
VoiceMail system, 644-1100, Ext. 264,

‘warriors’

forced to run a “gountlet” in which
they were fondled and sometimes dis-
robed, there was no great public outery.
Women's groups were incensed and the
Navy promised an investigation, but
the bubbas were curiously silent.

And in Birmingham recently when
the schools introduced a sex education
curriculum that dealt, in small part,
with homosexuality, a vecal group of
protesters were outraged. They didn't
want their kids being taught that stuff’
in achool. .

All of the uproar that's been sweep-
ing the country for the past 10 days is
proof to me why that kind of “stuff”
should be taught. If there were a little
less ignorance and a little more toler-
ance, this whole “issuc” wouldn’t even
exist.

Jack Gladden is a copy editor for Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers. His

military women ¢
tion of the Tailhook Association were

1 voice mail number is (313)
953-2047 Ext. 2124.
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Sweetheart

SPECHAL

Touch Their Hearts With

Thursday, February 11, 1993
Send that someone special In your life 2 message of
love this Valentine’s Day Weekend. 3
The sentimental memories It will create will last
much tonger than flowers or candyl

Create your Valentine's Day Love Line message on

Interest Rates Are Falling

= National lAVIortgag,e‘

REFINANCE NOW!

48-hour approval program * no closing cost loans

647-8600
Sunbell

Full Senice Mortgace Dank

“The walls must come down!”

American [ntercultural
Student Exchange
A A predt s mLeret mARI 2§ ANt
Call: Tounmeated
Ellaen STUTNTA
(517) 8754074 | ruie ey
CARNIW  CHLMOW | trowedstuamss
N hast

Become a host family.

8

moderni)ticﬂ
For the Best
Specials of
the Year
call:

589-1700
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your VALENTI

Doll Wospltal

| & Toy Soldier Shop

24T W, 12 Mie » Darkley + 5433115
M-Saf 108

1. 10-8:30; Fri

Hrow that my days wauld be
grey without the 3parkle your
smile gives. Love, Jett

ADD A PHOTO ...
A photo will add 12 lines .
to your Valentine Ad and must be
in our office by Monday Feb. 8th,

There nl;: five average words per line with 2 minimum of thee lines

Send check or money otder with your Love Uines to:
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
36251 Schoolcratt, Livonia, M1 48150

Attention: Classified Department

Your deadline for malled measages I3 Saturday, February 6th
You can place your 8d by phone until toon, Tuesday, February Sth

5AM?LE QY Lauren, | just want you to ,

CAMPER & RV SHOW
FEBRUARY 13 - 21 1995

THE 28TH ANNUAL DETROIT
CAMPER AND RY SHOW AT NOVI

“"NOYI' EXPOSITION:CENTER

Highlights
- Largest Public Expo of RVs In North America
- All New 1993 Recreational Vehicles

“Free RV & Campsite Information

Ehow Hours

CALL TO PLACE THE +Free Door Prizes & Trip Giveaway Weekdays
YOUR MESSAGE @bserver & Eceentric *Over 200,000 Sq, Ft. of Exhibits 3pm. - 10pm.
OF LOVE . : : Saturdays
NEWSPAPERS Services Information, Accessories & Supplies

Noon ~ 10p.
Sondaye

Noon -

: roFrems on: Camping, Outdoor Activities

rave! in Michigan. pPm.

$1gg COUPON

SATURDAYS &  IF
OFF sUhbaYs ONy 8

‘ ' || sspsrnum e et
KXPALS $-23-93,




