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Who Receives Family Aid --

EDITOR'S NOTE: Welfare
costs have ballooned in Michi-
9an in recent years. In this arti-
cle. the first of two, a team of
five Michigan State University
lournalism’students takes a look
at the program of Aid to Fami-
lies of Utpznde.nl Chifdren. The
authors are Rhada Weiss, Paula
Johnson, Laurel Hood, Valarie
Thomas and Charles Namit.

A young girl carrying a
erying infant walks into the

Wayne County Social Services
office. She is 16, unmarried,
unemployed ~ and a mother.

She is also one of a small but
constant stream of persons,
black and white, old and
young, married and single,
who comprise the 104,077
cases on the receiving end of

Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC)
in Michigan.
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taxpayers and legislators,

AFDC is often dubbed a “free O1

ride” for a mother who is too
lazy to work to support her
family. Critics say AFDC is
not doing its job, and that the
children for whom it is in-
tended fail to receive its
benefits.

WHO ACTUALLY receives
AFDC? Is it a self-
perpetuating circuit on which
families ride for generations?

According to Michigan
welfare statistics, a typical
AFDC family consists of a
mother with three dependent
children.  She is usually
married, but is separated
from her’ husband. Usually
the family has been broken by
divorce, separation . or
desertion. Few cases involve
fathers who are dead or
disabled.

The ¢omplaint that each
child in an AFDC family has a
different father is not sub-
stantiated by the facts. In
Michigan, 65 per“cent of the

cases invoive children in a.

family where all have (he
same mother and father.

There is also a racial and
geographical slant to AFDC
statistics.  Although only 10
per cent of the general
population in the state is
black, blacks comprise more
than half of the AFDC cases.
Nearly half of Michigan's
cases live in Detroit.

The belief that welfare tends
to breed people who believe in
it as a way of life is not
necessarily true. Only 20 per
cent of the mothers currently
receiving AFDC received it
when they were children, and
half of the current "AFDC
cases have been in the
program less than two years.

THOSE WHO receive AFDC
are as critical of the system as
those who finance it.

The  Welfare Rights
ization ha:

when the Michigan

averted
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s
that the federal government
supply a guaranteed income of
$6.500 per year for a family of
four, not the $1,600 which is

“currently allotted or the $2,400

which President Nixon's
proposed Family Assistance
Program would provide.

But there is some doubt
whether the government can

afford to provide an
“adequate” income for those
on AFDC. A cooperative

federal-state program, AFDC
paid out $23.9 million in fiscal
1970, an average of $229.75 per
case.

Both the cost and the
caseload have doubled In the
state in the past two years,
causing -administrative as
well as financial woes.

The caseload expanded to
its present level as a result of
two increases in the income
allotments set by the state and
because of the General Motors
strike which idled thousands

million from the uninsured
motorist fund,

Though $6.6 million in
checks was mailed for April,
welfare agents anticipate the
state will need as much as an
additional $20 million to finish
out fiscal 1971.

“We work with the money
we get from the Legislature,
and if we run out, we'll just
have to go back to them,” said
Leo R. Guilmette, Social
Services programs specialist.

MANY COUNTIES have
adopted- the self-declared
eligibility process in which a
woman signs an affidavit
declaring herself eligible for
AFDC payments. Questions
have arisen about possible
fraud.

“There are always some
who try to conceal
something,” said Guilmette,
“but the AFDC recipient has
the

source of income other than
her AFDC allotment, receives
$#4 for herself and for each
child under 18 years of age, a
monthly shelter allowance
and money for utilities and
incidentals which amounts to
about $20 per month.

The shelter allowance
varies within Michigan from
$80 to $145 according to the
cost of living standards set by
the Legislature.

For a family of four living in
Wayne or Oakland County,
then the total monthly AFDC
check would be about $325.
The basic grant would be
worth about $3,900 per year ~
more in some parts of the
state; less in others.

IF AN AFDC family takes
advantage of federal Medicaid
and food stamp programs, it is
possible to gain up to $5,000 in
money and services in a year.
And if the recipient is em-
ployed, the total may be even
}J\igher under a liberalized

of workers in 1970.
Wayne County, the largest
caseload in the state, included
on their roles 40,309 families in
February 1971, up from the
February 1970 total of 29,832.
The third largest county in
number of families s
Oakland, reporting 6,036
families for February 1971, an
increase from the 3,211 a year
fore.

A THREATENI—.édeJay in
April AFDC payments when
the state fund ran dry was

State Awards
Road Contracts

Contracts  have been
awarded by the State Highway
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to report
any outside income.”

If she fails to do so, and the
department finds out about it,
action taken depends on in-
dividual circumstances, he
said.

“We may take legal mli‘u(
and go to the prosecutor, But
only the courts can force them
1o repay the money,” he said.
~And even then there is strong
doubt that the family can
repay the money."

An AFDC mother who is
unemployed, and who has no

Commission to low bidders on
projects involving Wayne and
Qakland County.

Chapman Division of the
Crane Co. from Indian Or-
chard; Mass, was the only
bidder for fabrication of cone
valves {o relocate water
mains under the Interstate 9
Freeway at Coyle Avenue in
Detroit, and under Interstate
696 at Schoenherr Ave. in
Warren. The bid was $$44,858.

Midwest Bridge Co. in
Williamston bid $37,213 for a
highway signing project on a
5.4 mile stretch of M-59 in
Sterling Heights.

A PROJECT to widen and
repave the intersection of 12
Mile and Lahser Roads in Qak
Park and Southfield will be
done by Oak Construction Co.
in Royal Qak.

A $5.7 million project to
construct three-tenths of a
mile stretch of Interstate 9%
between  Fullerton and
Cloverlawn Ave. in Detroit,
was awarded to the lowest of
five bhidders, Walter Toebe
and Co. in Wixom,

LaRue Joins
Millage Group

John M. LaRue, member of
the Schoolcraft College Board
of Trustees, was appointed by
the board to serve on the
steering committee for the
millage election.

The millage election will be
held Sept. 13.

The college will ask for a
half-mill for operating and a
half-mill for general purposes.
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g policy.

A 1967 amendment to the
Social Security Act requires
the state to supply incentive to
work for welfare recipients.
Now, a woman may keep the
first $30 of income per month
she earns without affecting
the size of her AFDC check.
After that, she keeps one-third
of the check free, and the
remaining  two-thirds is

And

deducted from her welfare
check.

‘The state is also required to
take care of all workexpenses,
including taxes and union fees
up to $40 per month.

Nevertheless, it costs to
work, said Miss Judith Lach-
man, an assistant director of
the Social Services Research
Department.  Parents are
awdy from their children;
they must transport them to

i :
department hearings. " The
result seems to point to a hike
in the allowable monthly
disregard in the future.

“People want to work and
are hindered by other things,”
said Miss Lachman. “Either
the allowable grant must be
adequate, or we must make it
possible for suitable child care
centers  and  income
disregards so people can work
and not lose money.”

and from an
schools, and must get
themselves to work too, she
said.

WHEN A PERSON qualifies
for assistance, the agency
takes into consideration
personal. wealth as well as
income, she explained, so few
welfare clients have cars.

Because she must rely on
public transportation and
often works far from where
she lives, the AFDC mother
can effectively have a 12-t0-14

‘hour day before she even

begins to do her own
housework, Miss Lachman
said.

The cost of working just
often is not worth the increase
in income for the mother with
small children, she said.

Numerous complaints from
mothers about the availability
of day care centers and the
level at which the income
disregard is set have led to a
series of Social Services
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