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RU, Farm ington Top All-Area Baseball

Bv GOERGE MASKIN
Sports Editor

Baseball has come a long
way among Observerland
high schools.

The story is best told by
what happened in the recent
state tournament. Three
Class A teams and one Class C
team from the area won
district titles and qualified for

‘the regionals,

In the “A™ competition, it
meant that of the 16 district
winners throughout the state,
three came from an area
which has a total of only 18
Class A high schools.

“It all goes to prove once
again," said coach Bob Atkins
of Redford Union, *“That we do
play great baseball in the high
schools served by the Ob-
server newspapers.”

Extra proof that the brand
of Observerland baseball is
tops is reflected in the number
of league champs the area
annually produces.

During the past season
Farmington won the Inter-
Lakes title, North Farmington
and John Glenn shared the
Northwest Suburban flag and
Redford Union tied with Allen
Park for the Suburban Six
League flag. Several other
Observer teams just missed
the No. 1 slots in the final
standings.

JOHN FLEMING

And, now to cap the 1971
season, the Observer presents
its All-Area team, selected by
the various coaches who
personally have had so much
to do in building up'the calibre
of baseball played by their
teams.

Redford Union and Far-
mington top the honof team
with three and two choices.
respectively.

Here they are: the 1971 All-
Observer baseball selections:

PITCHERS

RANDY FERGUSON,
Redford Union: top winner in
Greater Detroit with 14 vie-
tories against only .three
defeats. He worked a total of
114 innings, struck out 146 and
allowed only 35 walks. He
compiled a brilliant earned
run average of 1.17. The 57,
185-pound Ferguson was
called by his coach as *‘a great
competitor, one who is very
poised and unnerved by tight
situations,” He pitched on the
RU varsiy for-the past two
years and now is headed for
St. Ciair Community College
in Port Huron.

JOHN FLEMING, Far-
mington: A major reason why
Farmington came off the
bottom in less than ‘a year to
capture its league crown. The

RANDY FERGUSON

Falcons’ ace pitcher, A\'vlm
compiled a record of nine wins
against only three defeats,
had an earned run average of
1.33, struck out 91, walked 22
and gave up 36 hits and 21 runs.
in 79 innings. When not on the
mound, Fleming played the
outfield.  His .230 batting
average didn’t do him justice.
He {requently came through
with the big hit. Called by
coach Richard Roy “as an
excellent all-around per-
former, a player we could use
atany position when not on the
mound."  Fleming played
football and also one year of
basketball for the Falcons.

CATCHER

TONY WENSON, Far-
mington: Another key factor
in the Falcons’ title march.
Stands six-foot one, weighs
190. An injury kep him away
from varsity sports until this
past baseball season. But he
turned in a brilliant all-around
year. He batted 370 in the
Inter-Lakes League and .324
overall. In addition, he was a
standout behind the plate, a
hustler and according to coach
Roy “he provides the spark we
needed. He made us move.
‘Without him we might have
been a nothing team.” For-
tunately, for the Falcons,

TONY WENSON

Wenson still has another year,
Made All-Conference.

FIRST BASE

BILL HERBERT, Redford U-
nion: A .300 hitter who bub-
bled with enthusiasm. He hit
safely in 21 of the 30 Redford
Union games and had a knack
for delivering the big blow as
attested by the fact that he
drove in 21 runs with his 28
hits. An excellent fielder...he
was the only long ball threat
during a season which
produced a share of the league
title, the Les Anders In-
vitational crown, the district
title and a spot in the state
regionals. Quarterbacked the
football team which he cap-
tained. Headed for St. Clair
Community College.

INFIELDERS

DON OPLAND. Livonia
Franklin: A three-sport star
who gained a niche in foot-
ball, hockey and baseball.
Stands 5-11z, weighs 175...Led
Franklin in hitting with a .344
average...scored 18 runs and
stole 10 bases. Co-captain and
most valuable member of
baseball team. He held the
same honors in football.
During the baseball season he
sparkled on defense as well as

BILL BOOKER

Southfield Discovers
Home Field Valuable

Changing home diamonds
can have its pitfalls as South-

field's American Legion
baseball team found out
Friday.

‘ Home to the team generglly
is Southfield High, but this
time it had to shift to South-
field Lathrup and. actually,
was the visiting team, batting
first

The net result was a 6-6 tie,
called by the umpires because
of darkness after Troy scored
twice in the sixth inning,

STEVE the star

all the

pitcher from Brother Rice,
should have wound up the
winner. But a miscue on what
would have been the final out
in the sixth inning ~ and the
game - permitted Troy to
cash in the tying run.

Inall, the Southfield defense
committed seven errors
behind Gombar, who allowed
only four hils. Those seven
miscues made it possible for
Troy to push across six
unearned runs.

runs were earned as the team
had its winning streak stopped
at four straight in the young
season.

SOUTHFIELD TOOK a lead
with two runs in the third
inning. Denny O’'Rourke was
hit by a pitch, Kevin Milliken
doubled and Gary Mazza and
Dan Damiani singled.

In the fourth Rick Stable
doubled aiter John Solberg

Pitchers Steal Show

In Mack Loop Openers

‘Opening day pitching honors
in the Greater Livonia Connie
Mack League went to Dale
Robinson, of the Red Holman -
Plymouth team, and Steve
Kreager of Thurston.

Robinson hurled a two-hitter
and fanned 11 in whitewashing
West Bloomfield, 4-0. He also
knocked in one of the runs. -

‘Then Holmaii was beaten
by Northville, 30, in a game
which was scoreless until the
seventh inning when John
Owens, of Holman. was
touched for three hits.

MEANTIME, Kreager lost a
no-hitter in his season’s Mack
debut when Kerry Laird
clicked on a Texas leaguer in
the fourth inning for Livonia
Hubert Realty in losing
to Thurston, 2-0.

Kreager, an all-star at
Thurston during the prep
season, bested Bob Bialy, who
matched Kreager In scoreless
ininings until the sixth when
hits' by Dennis Poppenger,
Ken Chopek and Gordie Eszes,
along with Ben Fontani's
sacrifice fly produced the tyo
Thurston runs.

Thurston, trying for a two
game sweep, failed in its
second game to Plymouth, 3-2,
as Rob Willette with four fine
innings of relief picked up the
victory and the loss went to
Doug Burke.

All Plymouth runs came i
the fifth inning on hits by Stan
Britton, Crosket and Mathias
along with three walks.
Fontani knocked in one
Thurston run, while the other
came on an error.

HUBERT, after losing to

* Thurston, downed Novi B and

V., 43, behind the five-hit
pitching of Mike Gee from
Stevenson High.

Hits by Bob See, San Gregor
and Jon Lewis led to the first
three Hubert runs. The
winning marker came home
on singles by Tim Rose and
Bialy and a fielders choice on
which Gee was safe- at first,

Farmidgton Harrison
suffered two defeats on
opening day, losing to Novi, 4-
3, despite the fact that Gary
Gaspas fanned nine,

His teammates made only
two hits behind them and did
the same in the second game
of the day when swamped by
Redford Tooling, 10-1.

Tom Vance hit a homer for
Harrison while Gary Leirstein
and Lloyd each had two hits
for Redford Tooling.*

NATIONAL PRIDE came

up with a 7-6 win over Little
Caesars of Farmington with
Gary Sobkowiak the winner
with 5 1/3 innings of great
relief. He fanned seven.

Mark DeRoce with a single
and a double and three RBIs
and Steve Chilenko with a big
hit led the winners. The loser
was Dan McGrath. Jim
Loridas of Farmington drove
in twd runs with 2 homer.

North Farmlington’s Dave
Nauman struck out .14 in
beating Gates Reaity, 5-3.
John Haine drove in the first
three Farmington runs while
Nauman himsell knocked in
the other twe-including the
winner. - -

A balk, followed by a hit by
Williams accounted for the
first two Gates' rups,
Williams tripled and scored on
a hit by Grimes with the
second Gates run.

walked for a third Southfield
run.

Then Southfield scored
three times in the top of the
sixth to go in front, 64.

Martin reached first on an
infield roller. Stabilé walked
and Al Davis, Gombar,
Milliken and Mazza all
followed with singles.

Troy lied the game on an
error, a single and another
error, by which time the umps
decided it was toc hard to see,
so they suspended play.

Farmington

“ OQutburst

Whips Foe

Bing, bang, boom!

That's the way it went in the
second inning when Far-
mington downed Auburn
Heights, 94, in an American
Legion game.

Farmington stormed across
with seven runs in the one
inning as Bruce Economeau
started it off with a triple.

Tony Wenson and Paul
Kupferschmidt followed with
singles, Ray Ponke walked,
John Holappa singled and then
Rich Stringer climaxed
matters with a two run homer.

Hits by Dan Delling,
Economeau and Wenson
produced one more run. Then
Wenson and Economeau hit
for the final Farmington
score,

John White, from North
Farmington, was the winning
pitcher.

Dick Roy Coach Of Year

By GEORGE MASKIN
Sports Editor
Success has come, fast to
Richard Roy of Farmington

High School.

In his first season as the
Falcon's baseball coach, Roy:

i~Led the team to the Inter-
Lakes Conference cham-
‘pionship.

2-Has been acclaimed as
coach-ofsthe-year by the

\Observer Newspapers.

“I’s hard to believe that so
much has happened to me so
quickly,” said Roy as the
school term came to a cl
this past week. ’

He had never coached a
varsity team until assigned

the Falcons by Athletic
Director Jack Cotton.

HE FELT RIGHT at home
when he met the team for the
first time.

1 had coached many of the
boys in our Colt program. So 1
knew what they could do and
they knew how I would handle
things,” Roy sald.

Roy is a product of Royal

Oak Dondero High School and.

Central Michigan University.
He never played much him-
self, just one year in college.

Roy is single. He'll spend
the summer going to school at
Eastern Michigan University
where he’ll work on his
master's degree.

RICHARD ROY

offense, making only four
errors in 72 chances. He was
good enough to make the
Junior Red Wings in hockey,
but because of his school
schedule, he decided to play
with the Ellis Junior B team
during the winter instead of
the Junior Wings.

DENNIS POPPINGER,
Thurston: One of the
smoothest fielding shortstops
the area has produced in
several seasons. All-league
choice for second year.
Captain of the team. Starter
for three seasons. His batting
slipped some in senior cam-
paign, but he always came
through in key situations for
Thurston. Plans to attend St.
Clair Community College.

DARYL DEMAREY, John
Glenn: The team’s player-of-
the-year in a great season
which saw Glenn win a share
of the league title, reach the
Anders Invitational
semifinals, win the district
and move into the state
regional final before losing.
Demarey pitched and played
third base for Glenn. On the
mound he had a 7-2 mark. In
the field, he was a standout
defensively. Regardless of

whether he was at third, or,

pitched, he packed a big bat,
socking the ball at a .370 clip.
Topped team in RBIs. A
three-sport athlete at Glenn.
Was football quarterback and
the sixth man on basketball

" team. Plans to attend either

U. of D. or Eastern Michigan.
OUTFIELDERS

DAN DAMIANI, Brother
Rice — First year on team
after transferring from
Bloomfield Lahser. Clubbed
the ball at a .350 clip during
the season as Brother Rice

finished strong in the Catholic.
League, then went on to win
district title and qualify for
the state regionals. Batted in
15 runs with four triples and
five doubles. Frequently was
used as a relief pitcher by
Rice. He's a junior, weighs.
165 pounds and stands 5-11.

BILL BOOKER, Redford
Union: A 412 hitter and the
first Redford Union batter
ever to finish a season over
.400. Hit safely in 23 out of 30
RU games. Lashed out 42 hits,

DAN OPLAND

DAN DAMIAN!

knocked in 20 runs and scored
19 himself. Also stole 14 bases
in as many tries...a rare feat,
indeed, for any baseball
player. When not in the
outfield, he pitched for RU and
came up with a sparkling 7-1
mark and a 2.49 earned run
average. Called by coach
Atkins as “‘one of the finest
ball players and leaders we'vé
had at our school in our fine
baseball history.”

STEVE CHILENKO,

Churchill: Most valuable

)}‘-4

BILL HERBERT

r,

member of team for last two
seasons...MVP in Western Six
League this past season and
also  all-conference...Batted
-429 in league and .397 overall
during '71...Rapped out 23 hits
and knocked in 23 runs in 20
games...Hit production in-
cluded three three triples,
three doubles and two
homers...Stands 5-11, weighs
165...Lettered as a flanker-
back for three seasons on
Churchill's  football
team...He'll enter Alma
College in the fal!A

STEVE CHILENKO

GENERAL-JET

SIZE 7.75-14 & 7.75-15
SIZE 8.25-14 & 8.25-15..
SIZE 8.55-14. .

AN exECK

Move Out On General s

,

Charge
GENERAL
TIRE

GENERAL
TIRE

4-PLY NYLON CORD

8 Dual Tread Design
® Duragen® Rubber Tread

FREE MOUNTING.

General's 60 series lire wilh bold
raised white-letter sidewal de-
sign. White-line and white-letter
70 series also available to fit most
poputar cars.

A for 76
A for'86
4for'38

SNOUIA bur 4usply Of 10Me Tre HEes OF Lnes Tun shon during s everd

VACATION SPECIAL
POLYESTER CORD-GLASS BELTED | - E\F:w;;:gﬁt;mgg

Widest Lalibrated” Tire

MBLER

we correct camber

it at General Tire

LIVONIA
19601 MIDDLEBELT near Livonia Mall
477-1100

ROYAL 0AK
3475 N,WMDWAH? at 13 Mile

549-3311 0
TIRE... GOES A LONG WAY TO MAKE FRIENI‘»)Se m

Ees

DETROIT
19200 GREENFIELD at 7 Mile .
342-9550

GENERAL TIRE

PRE-4"OF JULY |

Tubeless whitewali prices, plus $1.76 10 $2.50 Fed. Ex. Tax per tire depending on size:

NO TRADE NEEDED...SALE ENDS JULY 3

it honer any orce’s piaced nom o1

plus 2 NEW SHOCK
ABSORBERS

Hatidey Priced Oaly

EMERGENCY KiT
%

Amust for car,
boat. Iruck or
trailer

e )
ositie wasn

Clotns, Whie Stee!
Cammpali Case

Automotive Service and Accessorias
Only at General Tire Service Stores

Westwood Tire & Battery
18443 W. 7 Mile, Detroit
535-588

Only B Res. 3895




