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Everywhere you took: Highland employee Sheldon Klein gets a good, up-close look at President Bill Clinton
during the president’s televised town hall meeting Wednesday. Klein was just a few miles up the road from the

He’'s what's on

president, whose appearance was broadcast live from a Southfield television station.

Clmton metro area make a bit of history
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being a little star-struck.

The Southficld schools super-
intendent hos met plenty of
VIPs, but this was the president
of the United States.

“I hope I get to shake his
hand,” Davis said, preparing for
her Wednesdoy visit with Bill
Clinton. "I know he's the type of
person who likes to go through
crowds 8o mqybn there’s a
chance.”

Davis was a member of the
band-picked audience of 60 in-
side the Southficld studios of
WXYZ-TV-for Clinton’s tele-
vised town talk Wednesday
night.

Security was tight for the

's ﬁrs'. visit outside
Washington, D.C.

It was billed as a dircct tete-a-
tete with the American public.

Clinton staffers kept the me-
din at bay. Station personnel,
meanwhile, kept audience mem-
bers under wraps until after the
brondeast.

Davis never got to osk her
question — about how the pres-
ident would improvo public cdu-
cation.

Qutside, about a hundred
members of St. John Apestolie
Armenian Church and other Ar-
menian churches staged what
they called a “peaceful protest”
at the comer of 10 Mile and
Northweatern Highway, urging

the president not to forget Ar-

menia,

“We'd Jike President Clinton
to help lift the blockade of ener.
gy to Armenia. It's a very des-
perate situation there,” said a
church spokeswoman who de-
clined to give her name.

What kind of ratings Clinton
pulled won't likely be known
until today, but interest
appeared higher in some arcas
than others.

At the Leather Bottle Inn,
near the Farmington Hilla/Livo-
nia city limits, a half-dozen or
80 bar patrons found more inter-
esting topics of conversation.

“Mayba everyone’s walting for
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the Gloved One,” joked Penny
Parker of Livonia.

Michael Jackson's meeting
with Oprah Winfrey was on
next.

If the president wanted some
instant insight into his metro
aren surroundings, there were
plenty of signs near the broad-
cast site — a placard-carrying
woman was pillorying Michigan
Gov. John Engler, while a near-
by fast-food chnin's sign invited
the president in for a hamburger
— but the most succinct was
carried by a2 man along South-
field Road, north of the station.
It read, aimply: Will Work for
Food.

County seeks = -
SEMCOG votes *

BY TiM RICHARD
BTAYF WRITER

For years the Southeast Michi-
gan Council of Governments
avoided the issue — “‘one person,
one vote.” It was just a planning
agency; it didn't have govern-
mental powers, everyone said,

But on its 26th anniversary,
SEMCOGh Tn;llo the federal gov-

88 t

Baker vs. Carr -

SEMCOG was formed in 1966,3
just four years after the US. Su.,
preme Court's ruling in the 'I‘en-
nessee case of Baker va. Carr’
That ruling said all legislative:
bodies must be apportioned on
the basis of equal-population diu-.

tricta.

Very quickly, the courts mled_
Michigan's Senate "

8t g
powers on it — u!lm:utlng lmns-
portation funds.

Recently the old system of “one
government, one vote” — with a
fow extra votes for Detroit and the
counties — was challenged in a
SEMCOG meeting.

“By any rational criteria, Onk-
land County is underrcpresent.
ed,” soid John Grubba, the new
deputy county executive repre-
senting L. Brooks Patterson on
t.lm SEMCOG {

unconstitutionalz Ditto for all’
county boards, And ditto for
Schooleraft College’s system,
where each school district was en--
titled to only one trustee.
SEMCOG was orgunized as o
regional planning agency required
under a 19608 hlghwny act. But
now, under last year's Intermodal
Surface Tranaportation Act
(cnlled ISTEA), Mock said,
“SEMCOG hns movcd uloner to

"Wben SEMCOG was cxclu-
sively a planning agency, the
problem of votes was less than
now, when it's a (money) dispens-
ing agency. The federal govern-

ment seems bent on giving gov-

ernmental powers that previously
were exercised by state and local
government."” .

The numbers

Milton Mack, the Wayne Coun-
ty probate judge who chairs SEM-
COG’s bylaws provid-

king re--
sponublhty Thiﬂ hn: motivated.
some members, particularly the
city of Detroit, to queation rela-
tive voting strength on SEM-
COG's executive committee and
General Assembly.”

Mack sald the Issue was ralsed
in emnmlueai laat M'ny but nhovcd

ily into

“so that it wauld nul. become an-

. election issuc,”

‘The question of giving SEM-
COG governmental powers both.}
cred some executive commitu:e-
mnmbcrﬂ, such as Qakland Coun-
ty C David Moflitt,,

ed the numbers that made Oak-
land County and Detroit sit up
and take notice. He said SEM-
COG hos opernlcd with a “loosely
proportional” voting system — for
example, Oakland with a popula-
tion of 1.1 million gets four votes;
Detroit three.

Dividing population by the
number of SEMCOG exccutive
committee votes, Mack showed
bigger units are being shorted:
| Livingston County — 28,911
persons per executive committee
vote.

8 Monros County — 33,400 per-
sons per vote,
B St. Clair County — 36,402 per

vaote.
B Washtenaw County — 70,734

per vote.

8 Macomb County — 119,667 per

vote,

M Suburban Wayne County —

135,464 per vote.

& Oaklond County — 180,599 per

vote.

R City of Detroit — 342,658.
Detroit members agreed with

Grubba.

R-Farmington Hilla. “Whatever]
happened to home rule govern<
ment?” he asked. 3
Two-tiered plan? 3
Mack, a formor suburban’
Wayne .County commissioner,)
said staff is studying a two-tiered!
voting plun used in Phoeenix nm:l\
Denver. Under it:
B All voting would be mnducud
under the existing system.
B A second system of voting i m
proportion to population would be:
used either on certain issgesy
such as road money, or wheneyen
a governmental unit demand
“Denver has had it since 1955,
but no one has ever called for a’
second-tier vote,” Mack sald. Ho
gave SEMCOG members back-"
ground on a dozen other regional,
organizations around the ccunu-y
Clean air plan i
Without debate, SEMCOG ~
executive committee approved its
long-discussed plan, required un:
der the federal Clean Alr Act, to
reduce air emissions 15 pcn:cnlr
by 1996.
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Children’s Leukemia Foundation

of Michigan

SERVING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

March 7 14 & 19

A FUNDRAISING SOCCER SKILL COMPETITION FOR ALL

ATHLETES 6-18 YEARS OF AGE.

MODELED AFTER THE POPULAR “PUNT, PASS & KICK”
FOOTBALL COMPETITION. KICKS FOR KIDS WILL TEST
ABILITIES IN THREE BASIC SOCCER SKILLS: KICKING

ACCURACY, DRIBBLING AND JUGGLING.

THREE GIRLS AND THREE BOYS FROM EACH AGE
CATEGORY WILL QUALIFY TO COMPETE IN THE FINALS
ON FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 19, AT A DETROIT ROCKERS

GAME AT COBO ARENA IN DETROIT.

[t o et e

The first 300 to reglster will receive 2
free tickets to the Detrolt Rockers
March 19 game against the Canton
Invaders. All participants will receive

a FREE T-Shirt.

time will be sent to you as

Kicks For Kids
19022 W, Ten Mile
_Southfield, Ml 48075

It's easy - just fill out this form and
retum it with your non-refundable
registration fee, A notice with your
assigned compstition date, site and

confirmation. Mall your entry form
and check, made payable to
Children's Leukemia Foundation:

Children’s Leukemla Foundation

@efroit
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Foundation.
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dato and site:
Sunday, March7 o sunday, March 14

12 noon-4 pm 2 noon-4 p.m.
— Grosse Polnts North H.9. _ammm.mu.s
— Troy Larson M3, — Troy Larson M.S.
— Ptymouth Central M.8. —  Plymouth Contral M.S.
. — Cranbrook Schoots
Cobo Arena
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REGISTER TODAY! -
Early registration [s $10 per panlclpant
{must be received by March 1).

Late registration at the door Is $12 per
?mlclpanL Please bring this sign
orm and your check with you.

Reglstrallon feo is tax-deductible as
permilted by {aw.
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For more information, call CLF at
(313) 353-8222 or 1-800-825-2536 | 1




