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POINTS OF VIEW

Local landscape lost as resource to feed hungry

B1LL BRESLERVSTATY PIOTOGRATIER

Goosed: Like many communitics, Livonia is searching for a way to
control the geese that populate its fairways and flock to Hines

Drive in Wayne County.

riving Hines Drivo in Wayno

County on an almost daily ba-

sls, I've thought about and plot-
ted ways to turn the Canada geeso that
proliferato there into dinner.

There's tho .20 gauge in the closet,
but that's best left there, A wet towel
thrown over ono at midnight is one
iden, or a sling ahot,

But the {deas are quickly dismlssed.

What we'vo dono to our feathered
friends is disgusting. We'vo fed them
so much bread that we've made them
toa lazy to fond for themsclves, and
thelr numbers are growing to tho posat
stage in Livonta. But then part of the
problom is our own laziness, Thoughts
of a gooso dinner don't stay around
long.

Liborals with a hoart can screw up a
fren Junch — their own. Native Ameri-
cans have the idea that one shouldn't
interfere with an animal unless it's for
a good cause — dinner, It's a good idea.

But there are others. I ance knew ait
old Italian man who came to America
to work a8 a janitor in a downtown De-
troit building. He knew littlo English,

but an Italian-speaking friend inter-

el .

The old janiter didn't understand
why thero was any hunger or poverty in
Dotroit. His reasoning was that there
wero flocks of pigeons roaming free for
the taking. In Italy the lowly pigeon is
a game bird and the old janitor just
couldn't imagine that people in need
wouldn't shoot and eat them,

My wife's family has similar stories,
They're Greek and one of their ethnic
dishes Is greens. Nat collard greens,
but dandelion greens.

My wife cringed with embarragsment
when driving through Detroit at the

Journalists forget truth carries its own

© happy Bill Clinton just wanted
to be president and not head of 2
*60s cult, because wo might atill
bo beaded, braided and barefoot.
Clinton was simply spellbinding at
1ast week’s Town Meeting in South-
field, the first of many he intends to
creato across the United States. His
ability to relate to a group and to each
im"iividunl is a gift. He is the ultimate

waen't about to let one audience mem-
ber after another relato that:

@ Yes, they felt the president was real-
ly listening to them.

B No, thoy didn't think the Town Hall
had been in vain.

There must be someone here who
was disappointed, Koppel wheedled
and cajoled. Finally one man got up
and mildly made the point that the

ident still must turn his words into

the bully
personified.

He moved at least two people to
tears. One young audience member
burst into tears as a reporter asked her
ta describe her experience, “I don't
want him to leave,” the young girl
sobbed.

Later on Nightline, alao telecast
from Southfield, a native of Puerto
Rico cried a8 she said Clinton's answer
to her question made her feel for the
firat time that her people might get
statehood. She'd lobbied every presi-
dent since Nixon, she said.

But Nightline host Ted Koppel

deeds.

As a journalist, I understand Kop-
pel’s desire to get more sides of a story.
But this time he was after the side
many journalists wanted to tell.

We wanted to hear that the event
had been staged; that people hadn't
been able to ask follow-up questions;
that it was just one more campaign
speech.

We wanted to hear them say that it
is only journalists who ask the tough
questions; who follow up with the
tougher ones; who seo through rhetoric.

We wanted to hear that they were

B He moved at least two
people to tears. One young
audlence member burst
Into tears as a reporter
asked her to describe her
experlence. ‘l don’t want
him to leave,’ the young girl
sobbed.

upset that wo had been herded into a
makeshift press room in a garage on
the grounds of the WXYZ-TV complex
and forced to watch the whole thingon
television — just as thoy did.

And it didn't matter whether wo were
from the New York Times or the
Southfield Eccentric.

This was a town hall for the peoplo.
it didn’t necd a middloman to describe
and interprot. It was there for all to sce
and come to their own conclusions.

In fact the only “other side” which
surfaced on Nightline was a surge of
antagonism toward journalists — as
audience members disagreed with
Koppel that it was wrong for the presi-
dent to bypass the Fourth Estate.

‘When did we become such experts —
interviewing each other on Sunday
moming talk shows as often as we in-
terview the people who make the nows,
Woe are not newsmakers, We are report-
ers.

l't‘anrgntu was the pinnacle of ex~
cellent ji lism, what we now have

sight of old Greek ladies picking weeds-
in vacant fields. Thoy would bo clad in
black dresses, standard issucs for wid-
ows, and nylons rolled over thoir kncesa.
They wero bent over at the waist so you
could sca all the way to Cyprus.

One writer I know says his family got
through the lean years by eating blue-
bird pio. -

Wo've becoma either too rich or lazy
from welfare and food stamps to sce
the riches in the landscape around us
and too regulated by government to act.

In the old days, Livonia and other
communitics wouldn't have had the
problem of dovising tho dreaded gov-
ernment program te do something
about having too many geese.

1t never would have developed if
there were enough old Italians around
like my friend, And as for a weed cut-
ting program, a villago of Greek ladics
would have kept that problem in check.

Jeff Counts is editor of the Plymouth
and Canton Observer Newspopers and
is in search of recipes for wild goose and
dandelion wine. He can be reached at
459-2700 or faxed at 469-4224.

°
may bo the bottom. NBC News faking
the explosion of a General Motors pick-
up truck is e scar al! journalista must
bear.

Following Watergate, college journal-
ism departments were flooded with
young people signing up for reporting
clasges, Their oye was on becoming the
next Woodward and Bernatein.

The Qakland University classea I've
talked to most recently are flooded
with young people taking news writing
classes — only because it'a required to:
fulfill their communications major.
Then they'll go on to public relations
or advertising.

That hurts, But we have brought it
on ourselves.
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Judith Doner Berne is assistant .
managing editor for the Oakland Coun="
ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric.
You can'reach her at 644-1100, Ext.
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