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New tools to revive
art of letter writing

In our impatience to finish oeveryday tasks, we
have neglected certain rituals that are actually
gratifying. One of thosa is the art of correspond-
ence. When is the Iast time you sat down and jott.
ed a quick note to a frlend? Note writing is all too
raro todny, and so it'a eapccially appreciated.

Alexandra Stoddard In her beat-selling book,
“Living A Beautiful Life," demonstrates tech-
niques for turning dull routincs into pleasing ritu-
ale. Sho suggests stimulating the senses to make
work fun, For example, she describes the glossy
red notohook and broad-tip fountain pen that she
usea to transform tho task of writing into an enjoy-
able cxercise,

“When you actually sit down at a place you've
designed as your writing table, with paper, pens
and stamps all set up to dash off a cazd, this ritual
can be effortless and pleasurable . . . " writes

ddard. She helgh her enj of the ex-
perience by collocting bottles of ink in different
colora and sealing her letters with wax. She often
spraya her statlonery with her favorite scent.
A varioty of notepapers can make letter writing

- more fun, and a

personal space,
outfitted with
all of the requi-
site supplies,
will make corre-

ding more
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Image expert tell hw t dres stlishly

dangley, cheap-looking pleces. You;

by spending wisely.

By SusAN DEMAGGIO
STAFP WRITER

“You've got to think of yourselfas a
unique product and package yourself
accordingly,” Pog Treacy of Churchill
Asgoci told & roomful of con-

efficient, Tho
wa Paper Placp in
- = Applegato
Square on Northwestern Highway, Southficld,
offers a vast array of atationery and accessorics.
Their sclection includes the designer paper we
picture in a colorful tulip motif beribboned in la-
vender (30 /sheet and 36 cents pe). To
2dd some real plzzazz, choose circular gold foil
and tulip stickers to create charming secals for your
efivelopes, The knowledgeablo staff at The Paper
Place will help you coordinate your own custom
paper and seal designs.

* You may not be aware that when Tiffany & Co.
apened In 1837, it was a purveyor of fine paper
goods. Today, Tiffany’s in the Somersot Collee-
tlon atill stocks exquisite cards and papers, all
bearing original designs and the Tiffany water-
mark. The bordered notecards ($40) share Tiffany
china p! such as Audubon, Black Should
and Cocur Flaur and engraved cards can be or-
dered in & myriad of unusual monogram styles.

: Once you have beautiful paper on which to pen
your thoughts, you may want to add some desktop
luxuries. Nolman Marcus displays vintage an-
tique silver letter openors, Victorian pencils an
tibbon, ornate magnifying glasses and crystal
tnkwells in its gift department.

* Rence Losh of Birmingham treasures her em-
bossed stationery from Neiman’s and uscs it to
correspond with overseas friends. “A letter goes
boyond a phone call,” she says. “It's more cher-
{shed when it’s written down.”

Preferring a pad of lined paper to fancler no-
tecards, “because I writo long,” Cheryl Crandell
of Pontiac echoes Losh’s sentiments. “'You can
save e noto and rerend it over and over. The
i‘;?ughta vanish and aro forgotten in a phone

LY

" Though writing your words down for friends s a
meaningful ritual, keeping a personal journal i
f cqually rewarding. “A con-
versation with myself,”
wrote Whitman in describ-
ing his commonplace book,
According to Steddard, the
detalla of the blank book
you use are important, The
more pleaaing the book,
the more likely you will
stick to the rite and enjoy
it. A leather-bound dlary
may scom extravagant but
the one wo pleturefs a

t.

This hand-crafted Itallan Icather journal from
the Rikl Schaffor Gallery, 6897 Orchard Lake
Road in The Boardwalk, features handmadoe pa-
por and wox soals, ribbon page markers and an
[ntricata papler-mache countonance on tho front
cover ($450). Too beautlful to scribble your day-
dreama in? It would make a gorgrous guost book
for o wedding or spocial oceasion prrty.

To onsure your rotumn to the lost art of corre-
spondence ~- tho perfect writing Instrumont. Ro-
cife-France ia the only manufacturer in tho world
ta produce obonito ink pons, the proforred materl-
al of the industry. This finest of pens s availablo

~axcluaivoly at the Rild Schalfer Gallory in foun-
tain and ballpoint styles ($200).

Linda Bachrack is a Birmingham resident, To
. leava her your column ideas, please dial 953-2047,
! Ext, 1889 from a touch-tone phone.

cerned consumers at The Community
Houso in Birmingham last week.
“There aro soveral rulea of dressing
that when followed never let you
down. Of course when you break
them, no ono's going to come out and
arrest you, but you won't have the
edge that faghlon practitioners have.”
For the past 16 years as president
of her Birmingham-based image con-
sulting firm, Treacy has helped bnnl(-
d

The best dressers don’t wear fragrance to the office,
never wear boots with zippers, and often don a hat.
Image consultant Peg Treacy shares tips to help folks
comb their malls and mainstreets to ook like a million

help prevent shoppers from wasting
money on garments that don't work,
hairstyles that turn people off, and
accessories that would be better left
in the drawer.

She evaluates clothing purchases
by cost per wearing, reminding
shoppers that a “cheap” garment
usually means poor fit, poer construc-
tion, and ende up na the most expen-
sive item in a closet because it's not
worn regularly.

“Better to buy quality, ™ she said
“It Jooks better, fits better and you'll
feel better in it and wear it often, thus
making it an economical purchase.”

Whon_muklng cuts. in a wardrobe

ers, corporate leaders and 1
politicians polish their look and
strengthen their image. Simple rules

budget of colored
hoslery, white or red shoes, patterned
pleces and perfumo,
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“You don't really need these
items,” she pointed out. “Moncy
apent on them could better be applied
to a pair of quality shoes in a neutral
color or good quality solid color blaz.
er. Americans seem to think that hav-
ing more is better than having quality
and they'd rather have their closcts
full than stocked with quality gar-
ments.

“There's nothing wrong with being
yeen in the same thing twice," she ar-
gued, “Where did we ever get tho idea
that it'a a fashion taboo? Europeana
don't share our views. They choose
quality over quantity everytime.”
And when you can't afford quality
there are tricks to moke it look like
you can,

*“Quality boots naver have zippers,”
Treacy advised. *So don’t buy boota
that do. They look cheap. Avoid shiny
fabrics. They always look inexpen-
sive. To upgrade a garment, change
the buttons to a higher quality, re-
place a same-fabric tia-belt with one
that's lesther, and buy tasteful, fun
picces of jewelry instead of faddish,

A

don't need to have expensive jewelry,
just well-designed pieces.”
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Perfume, much to the audience's’”

surprise, I8 actually a detriment to a
classy package, Treacy said,

“Co-workers do not ltke fragrance
in the office,” she said. “Some can be
too heavy and induce sncezing, head-
aches and allergies in those nearby.
Better not to wear fragrance to the
office at all.”

Preacy sald “everything's better

shoppers to includo a chapeau or two
in their wardrobe budget.
“Men love women to wear hats,”

with a hat,” ond advised female ' -

sho sald with a laugh, “Wear a hat toi o,
a restaurant and you'll get the best.,
table, You make the place look like &,,,;

claas act.”

to look good on the outside a person

you get dresaed,

Treacy ended with a reminder thaty

needs to look good on the inside as™
well. She suggested compiling a list ofem
your 10 best attributes and reviewingims
them mentally each moming before se=

Mardi Gras in Detroit suburbs
brings New Orleans party north

By SusaN DEMAGGIO
Brare WRITER

Hosting an authentic Now Orleans-
style Mardi Gras party in a suburban
Detroit home is no quick trick.

However local malls and main-
street merchants are anxfous to oblige
those determined to give it a try on
‘Tuesday, Feb. 23,

The traditional Mard! Gras decora-
tions In purplo (for justice), green {for
faith) and gold {for power) aro avail-
able at stores ltke the ¥ Off Card
Shop, Parti Giant in Rochester, Tho
Paper Party Place in Farmington,
and Party Parade in Canton.

Record shops can provide cassettes
of Dixicland jozz. No party is com.
plete without ronditions of When The
Saints Ga Marchin' In, Tiger Rog,
Handa Wanda, and St. Louiz Blucs.

According to Gary Bice of Bloom-
field Hills, a Prudential stock brokor,
former resident of New Orloans, and
Mardl Gras aficionado, a crawfish
boll will top off tho event.

“I usually buy crawfish at Suparior
Fish {n Royal Cak or Fishers Market
in Birmingham whero it can bo or-
dored," ho said. “Add tho crawfleh to
a bolling pot of water and drop in a

package of Zotarain’s mix. Eat 'em
New Orleans style — break em in
half, pinch the tails and suck the
hends. It's wonderful food especially
when fresh. I also preparo a jam-
balaya, that's poor man's stew, with
rice, chicken, sausage and peppers.”

Traditional King Cakes, a coffec
cake mede with danish dough and
topped with multi-colored sugars, can
be shipped next doy delivery from
Gambino's Bakery in New Orleans for
$19.95 by dialing Accent Annex 1-
800.322-2368, A small, plastic baby is
baked into one slice, determining the
“king" of the party and the next per-
son to serve a King Cake,

Jo Rivers, marketing director for
the New Otleans School of Coaking in
Louisiana said hosts should not for-
get to toss their guests a few doub-
loons and plaatic beads like those
thrown from Mardi Gras floats.

“Oh how we love thoso beads,” she
said with a laugh. “We fight for them.
Scream for them. Beg for theni. Some
bare themselves for thom. The next
day, of course, at homo looking at
them, you ask yoursolf, Why did I
fight for these thinga?”

DAN DEAN/STATY PIOTOCRARIER

[t's Mardi Gras timel: Wendy and Gary Bice of Bloomfield Hills
set their dining room table with purple, green and gold sup-
plies purchased from the % Off Card Shop.
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MONDAY, FEB. 15

PUPPRY SHOWS

Monday through Friday throughout the month, *Cin-
derolta™ 7 p.m. Saturdoy and Sundoy 11 am. 1,3
and 7 p.m. No 7 p.m, petformance on Sunday,
Meadontrook Vilage Mall, Walton/Adams
375-9484

FRENCH FESTIVAL
Through Feb, 21, Woek-long festivities Includo din-
ing, entartalnmont and cultural events. Call for de«
talied schedule.
Ritz-Cariton. Soutifield/Hubbard.
441-2100.

. _TUESDAY, FEB. 16

ELLERBIE AND FASHIONS
Tickets are on sais foc Hudson's annual dinner and
spring fashion show Tuosday, Feb, 23, 5 p.m. Key-

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

note speaker Linda Extatbos will discuss

the Future,” interpeeted for the heorng Impaired.
Tickats aro $25 pet parson, fedeamabla In mar-
chandise, LimiLstions epply.

Grand Manor. Fi

443-8334,

SATURDAY, FEB. 20

SPELLING BER

Brunch ln rotunda. Live c2assics conosit on stage.
Co-sponsored by Brunch Sebas.
tion's Gell, Tkkets $20 per porson. Avaliable at con-
Clorga desk.

Somarsot Codaction. Blg Boaver/Tookdge.
543-8350.

MONDAY; FEB. 22

gndn 1 through 6 Invited to participate. 11 a.m. to
p.m. &
Crowley's stage, Registration forms avaliable at mall

476-1166.

INCARTS .
“‘Music for the Soul" to celebrate ljlad( History

Month. 2:6 p.m. Food court area, froe. Holy Ghost & | &
Fire ond Bloased Hoarts padtomm, [y
Northiand Matl, Eight Milo/Grosnfeld. =
569-6272.
SUNDAY, FEB. 21
CLASSICS AND CROISSANTS
BLOOD PRESSURK SCREENING
Body
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