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Yes to Michigan: Some Forest El-
ementary School students show off
sorie of their models of Michigan
industry and agriculture./8A

Crime committee: They meet
monthly for breakfast und a look
at how the Farmington Hills police
are coping with crime./13A -

Tough talk: Gov. John Engler tells
our local school districts they'll
just have to tighten their belts and
get their unions to go along./BA

Rote model: Detroit Lions tackle

Lomas Brown gives kids some
words to live by./9A
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Turning 20: Farmington Hills will
reach the ripe old age of 20 on July
1. A birthday celebration is
planned./16A

It's winter! After all, this is Mich-
igan. Winters are supposed to be .
cold and snowy./17A

- | Intea-city duel: The Farmington. .| {.:

and Harrison boys basketball
teams played Tuesday nightina
Western Lakes Activities Associa-
tion game./1B -

Volleyball match: Mercy High
nearly upset state-ranked Livonia

playoffs Monday butlestinthree
games./1B .

Comedy hit: Neil Simon’s “Plaza
Suite” is an actor’s romp, and
Mary Pat Gleason and Wil Love
are having a wonderful time at
Meadow Brook Theatre./6B

Bullding Scone. . 1F
Businesa . . .10-11B
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Crossword . .
Entertalnmon
Obltuarics
Opinlon . .
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Ledywood in the Catholic League

/ N Understanding the ethnic, racial and Mtud diversi-
ty of the Farmington ares I8 the tdea behind an up- .

coming workshop sponsored by the Multicultural/ Mul-
tiracial Community Counctl.

By BILL COUTANT
Srary Warmen

The more thon 80 peaple who will
attend n cultural diversity workshop
next Wednesdny, Feb, 24, won't see
exotlc dancers from the Middle East
or toste ethnic food.

They'll learn more about soma-

thing closer to home — discrimina-

tion. .
The workehop, which will be the
firat of two this winter, is sponsored

cus on diversity

_ cthnic and cultural groups. .

“Wo invited presldents of subdivi-
slon and condominium assoclations,
PTAs, clergy, people from civic clubs
such as the League of Women Voters,
CEOs from the city’s major corpora-
tions, teachers, and city representa-
tives,” sald Bill Costick, Farmington
Hills city manager and a committee
member, “What would cvolve from
thia is, we hope, some kind of long-
term program.”

by th'c annl‘ngtnx.xl'Fnr!nSn(an Hll[l

The 1 '!n working to foster

ty Council as'a way to bring
and understanding of the area’s many

better und in an area that
has become tmly multicultural,

ist Manor.
e &

By LARIY O'CONNOR
BTAYF WRITER
How docs onc live to be 100? Wil-
liom Whear of Formington Hills
uses the oldest trick in the book.
“People say to me, ‘How are you
able to live so long?"* said Whear,
who turned 100 on Feb, 6. “They
say, ‘Eat an apple o day; keep the
doctor away.' I eat o lot of apples.”
The centenarian also hes o
bushel full of storics. Despite hav-
ing thront cancer, the Detroit Bap-
tist Manor resident is happy regal-
ing visitors with vignettes culled
from 100 years of bountiful life.
WIth little prompting, ho starts
with his arrival to America in 1912,

Wzlliahz Wh:c:'zr Ea{ks about his century of life to his daughter Joyce Jones

PO RS

‘Man marks century

He recites dates like a history
exam,

Whear left Cornwall, England
with his family Sept. 9; He landed
in New York Sept. 16. The family
only spent a half-day in New York,
he said, trying to catch a train to
Chicago.

“We didn’t know coflee,” Whear
said. “We only drank tea.”

Like many Cornish settlers, his
family made their, base in Iron-
wood, Mich. The nntives of the re-
gion are credited for moking the
meat plc known as postics a U.P.
delicacy.

Whear recalls how iron mine
workers kept pasties warm inside

SHARON LEMIEUR/STATY PHOTOGRAPHER

of stories

thelr coats, He was a mine worker
himscll, toiling for $2.40 o day as he
worked 1,900 fect below the surface.

“In the mines, there were lots of
rats,” he soid. “If you killed them,
it wae considered bad luck.”

Luck wasn't found in o letter
whaiting for him after work one day.
The missive told him to report to
duty at Fort Custer in Battle Creek.

Whear was o British citizen, but
fought for the U.S. Army Fourth
Divislon, 47th Infantry during
World War 1. The doughboy was on
the front lines in France and later
on the Rhine in Germany.

Sce CENTURY, 2A

w1993 Subustian Communcaions Coporson

Judy White, assistant supetintend:’
ent for curriculum and staff develop-.
iment for the Farmington Schools, -
sald there are 618 bilingual students
and 22 different languages represent:
ed in the district.

“This is not going to bo an extrava-
ganza,” White said. “We want to get
to the issues of diversity on a deeper
level.” .

The Rev, Imam Karoub, a Michi-:
gan native and leader smong Islam|

clergymen in the United States, said! .

Beo DIVERSITY, ZA:

Sewer to
start up
shortly

By Lanny O'CONNOR
BTAKF WRITER

Farmington's largest capital under-
taking — the $13-million sewer im-
provement project — is near comple-
tion.

City Manager Frank Lauhoff sald
all that remains is some additional
construction to wrap up behind T.J.
Maxx near Grand River Avenue and
along Orchard and Grove strects.

The pumping station is being test-
ed; the Department of Natural Re-
sources certification process has
started.

“We're looking to go on line at the
end of the month or by first of
March,” Lauhoff said.

The separation of initary and
storm sewers and building a wastewa-
ter retention center and pumping ata-
tion has taken 2% years to complete.

"+ 'Th¢ mproveient will ciirb ‘pollu-"-

tion by stopping the combined storm
water and sewpge from flowing into
the Rouge Rlver.. .- L.

‘The project Is being brought within
the $13.9 million allotted by the State
Revolving Loan Fund, That's in spite
of unforeseen costa,

Nearly $500,000 was spent remov-
ing contaminated material from an
old tandfill site near Nine Mile Road
where the pumping station is located.

An additional $160,000 to $170,000
was paid for road construction along
Kingstene Road and Mooney Street,
The problem resulted from previously
undetected catch basins that needed
to be seporated from the system.

‘Though the project is not on line
yet, the improved sewer system has
thown results: Basement flooding in
the Bel - Aire subdivision has de-
creased signi 1

Council backs neighbors, dumps parking lot plan

By Bit.L, COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

Residents turned out in force Mon-
doy to hold back commorcia! develop-
ment in the Wood Creck Farms sub-
division in northeast Farmington
Hills.

Apparcently, they won the battle,

At a public hearing during Mon-
day's city council meeting, several
residents wamned that the proposed
change in zoning to allow Northdale
Investment Co, to build a parking lot
would open the floodgates for devel-

H‘Wo hought here 15 years ago belleving that the
master plan meant something. . . Wood Creek
Farms Is one of the Jewols of Farmington Hills.'

' Amy Ryber,
Wood C‘reé‘;z re{iderﬁ

ton Hillae."

The council agreed with Ryberg
and several other residents that to
chnnx}: the 2oning would sct a bad

opers and lower property values for
residents. .
“We hought here 16 years ago be-
lieving that the master plan meant
gomething,” sald Amy Ryberg, 2
Wood Creck resident. “Wood Creek
Farms is one of the jewels of Farming-

P The council unanimously
voted down tho proposal that would
have changed a lot from residential to
commercial. That change had been
recommended by the city’s. planning
commission after & Jan. 21 public
hearing.

“The lino was drawn,” said coun-

cilwoman Joanne Smith. “The envi-
t of our necighborhoods is

quality of fife.”

“Commereial development would
1ower the value of residential proporty
in this area,” said Hank Muraweki,
the subdivision association’s presi-

dent. .

Northdale, represented by former
city attorney Richard Pochiman, hed
planned to build a 32-8pace parking
lot on the property ndjnininx}i“ts office
bull on A

more than just an emotional issue.”
Mayor Nancy Bates said although
the city hes a large commercial tax
base, its residential arcas arc too
valusble an asset with which to tink-

er.

] realizo that 39 percent of our tax
base is commercial,” Bates said. “But
Pm cstremely concerned that this
would have an adverse effect on the

ighway
* west of Inkster. .
Pochiman said the building’s exist-
ing parking lot was too small to ac-
commodate its use as a medlcal facil-
ity. Residents said that was because
the Overdale Building is too large,
Jeaving inadequate space for parking.
“Thnt was poor planning on their
part,” Ryberg said. “Why should we
pay for their bad business decision?”
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Attention, young artists

in the Farmington arca, take noto.
‘The annuel Farmi Area Arts C

contest is coming up. Prizes in two categories of

"‘?rt en‘('luver"‘ will be picked March 23. Two- and

Reader Comment Une: $53-2042
Classified Advertising: 591-0900

. Display Advertising: 561-2300
Home Delivery: 591-0500

Cable/TV Weekly: 478-5160

1 work will he considered sepa-
rately this year. .

The contest is open to Farmington-area high
school students. A $250 first prize will bo awarded
in each category. Second prizes ($150) and honora-
ble mentiona ($50) also will be awarded.

Awards will be presented 3 p.m, Sunday, April
25, at the Farmington Community Center. Entry
forms may be obtalned from high achool art teach-
ers.

Artiats who ate high school studenta and reside

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Researching Farmington

Entries for the 10th annual Lee S. Peel Histori-
cal Rescarch Contest, open to anyono intcreated in
Farmington-area history, will be aceepted until
April 14,

Sponsared by the Farmington Historical Soci-
ety, the contest encoursges original cesearch in
Farmington and Farmington Hilla history.

Texts of any length, neatly written, printed or
typed, are acceptable, as aze audio tapes, video-
tapes, 36mm slides and photographs. Entries

are four categories: clementary school, grades 1-5; -
middle achool, grades 6-8; high school, grades, 9-
12; and college and adults,

Some suggested topics are: Street and place
names, dairy and cheese induatries, flour and
Jumber mills, merchants and town center develop-
ment, English and German settlements, schools
and churches, Indian history and trails, and mate-
vin] describing daily living habits and lifestyles of
carlier times in the Farmington area.

‘A bibliography of source muterial should ac-
company the entry. Entries should be mailed to:
Lee S. Peel Historical Research Writing Contest,
33309 Shiawassee, Farmington 48336, no later
than April 14, Photos and artifacts will be re-
turned if requested.

For more information, call Nancy Leonard at
476-4125.




