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Thn Obscrver & Eccentric is spot-
lighting new Oakland County Ex-
ecutive L. Brooks Patterson’s ap-
pointees and the jobs they'll per-
fnrm for county residenta.

17 nppolnwuu

The 42-year-old, single, Bloom-
ficld Township resident {8 cur-
rently busy drumming up recogni-
tion of succesaful blacks in Oak-
land County en behalf of Black

Bv JUDITH DONER BERNE History Month, Next month she'll
Srare Wenen lobby for women,

i Rebecea Holowicki says she is She could be on both lists.
definitely not a token black in L. Holowicki attended Western
Brooks F 's new admini M Uni in fine arts

trative team.
¥ “He told me he did not want a
token In this. department,” sald

* QOakland County’s new director

for community and minority af-
fairs, who i in fact the only black,
éne of two minorities and one of
three women among Patterson'a

and business administration and
received a certlficate from the De-
troit Business Instituto, A resi-
dent and employee of Oakland
County for 20 years, she most re-
cently was chicf of operationa for
Oakland County Employment
and Training Dlvision.

.E'm furaitsure,

accessories & gifts.

oot

Visit Sherwood today for a
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that is certain to add classic.beauty to your home...

Sﬂl’e 3 0% on

+ Bernbards
.+ Swaim
+ Weiman
+ Thayer Coggin
-+ Emerson Leather
_ + Ello
+ Excelsior

Now through February 28th
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One of the agencies she worked
with was the Troy Human Re.
sources Center, directed by Doro.
thy Kaltz, -

“Blgftm'

“I'm & .blg fan of Rebecea
Holuwlcki," Kaltz soid. “I think
she's going to bring an awful lot of
vitality and innovation to what
she does up there. She built very
positive onvironments. Sho

“what this man was about.” So
she worked on his campaign.

And she liked what sho saw. “I
can’t excuse the past,” she said,
in an apparent reference to -his

record on busing, “All I can dois

\talk about my own personal expe-
rience with Brooks and use thot
as my plntl‘orm.

Open up minds

worked for win-win ol

on sho was offered the job,
which pays between $46,000 and
$52,000 a year, Holowicki said "I
was stunned.”

“You're talking nbout estab-
Hshlns policy. Jt's a big responali-

Hity. You really appreciate
what's going on in Washington, If
he (Cllnlon) doesn’t get the rlght
person we're all going to pay.”

She knows one of her first mia-
sions is to improve Patterson's
image among both blacks and
women. “The firat hurdle that
Brooks and I have to overcome is
going Into the community.”

But Holowicki belleves that
when people meet the new county
executive, they will have a differ-
ent opinfon — as she did.

“1 hnd heard  unflattering
things.” When she heard former
county executive Daniel Murphy
would retire and Patterson was
the faverite to replace him, she
decided to find out first-hand

ing . cultural
around the county is the blggest
challenge she faces. “Because
people tend to grow up in their
own envirenment, it will take a lot
of opening up of people’s minds,

“A lot of it is unawareness, It's
just ignorance.”

To that end, she is taking an
inventory of and meeting with
community leaders from organ-
izatlons such as the Oakiand
County Center for Open House,
the Birmingham Bloomfield Task
Force on Race Relations and Eth-
nic Diversity, the Pontlac Urban
League and the Pontlac-based Af-
rican-American Festival Commit-
tee.

“You can’t make people not be
what they are — but you can have
an cffect.”

Scgments of Oskland County,
she says, have been neglected for
years, “They need a voice. I may
not get what they want — but at
least there's an avenue.”

JERIY ZOLYNSKY/STAFF PHOTOGRAVHEI

S!vong tles: Rebecca Holowichi has progressed over 20
years working for Oakland County. She says: “The coun-
ty’s been very good to me.”

In her spare time ahe caters to
her arts bent. “My number one
love ia interior decorating. I love
to shop for antiques, strip and

staln, garden,” She also paints,
including a 7-by-5 foot abstract
— the focal point of her living
room,
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BUILDING, BUYING
OR REFINANCING...

Standard Federal has oney-sawng mortgage
that’s right for you.

ing mongage lender.

your
4.50*
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“MORTGAGES -

ast year, we helped
" over 46,000 customers

with a varicty of mongages.

Take alook at what we can offer you.

You'll see why we're Michigan's lead-
1f you're imerested in lowering

ments, you really

owe it to yourself

totalkto our’

mortgage special-

ists about our
adjusiable-rate mongage. If you're
mﬁmr;cing. you may be able to save

" thousands of dotlars over the life of
your martgage. You can build equity
faster, or even pay off your home

more quickiy. Andyouhave the

dollar go even further.

Our 5-and"
house pay- 7-year montgages
are great money-
saving options

because rates afe

even lower than

100 Years Of Helping You Along The Way™

oplion to convert to a fixed-rate
morigage at any lime.

As for home buyers, your Realtor
or Builder can show you how the

current low rates can make your

lhcy are for longer term loans.

ORTGAGES - 308 gages.

But no matter which mortgage

unique Rate Lock
feature which
guarantees that

while your Rate

Lock is in effect, your loan will be
closed at 1he rate that was available
when you applied for the loan or, if
lower, the rate in effect at the time of
closing.

Paiaeiogs

Calt or visit

your neighbor-
hood Standard
Federal Banking

Or, ifyou

prefer, we offera

very competitive Center about any

- MORTGAGES |

rate on our longer- of our money-

term fixed-rate. saving morigage products. With rates
- this low, there's no better time to trim

your operating expenses.

- Standard Federal Bank

1-800/643-2600

Savings/Financial Services
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