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Turning 20

o Farmington Hills — that consumate
sudivision suburb — hits the big two-
oh this summer, A birthday party of
sorts is being planned.

That's right: Hard as it may be for some of us
to believe, Farmington Hills is turning 20, City-
hood came on July 1, 1973, and thanks to May-
or Naney Bates, City Manager Bill Costick and

1ded

A celebration is called for

big deal about 20 years? Why not just save it all
for 257 Oh, they're just trying to copy Farming-
ton (city of) which celcbrated its 126th anniver-
sary with that big whoop-de-doo last summer.
Well, we don’t understand this thinking.
We're happy that Farmington Hills is putting
on a do for ita 20th. Farmington had great suc-
cess with its town party last summer, Why
houldn't a large seg: t of the same commu-

many others, that event won't go
Many vol are already pl!

We'll be looking forward to:

B A July 1 reception at City Holl, 11 Mile and

Orchard Lake roads, highlighted by the unveil-

ing of a decorative fountain and Jandscaping at

the southwost carner of that intersection. Ex-

. pected to attend are members of the charter
commission that set up cityhood, trustees from
the last townahip board and council members
from the inaugural city council.

M A display of photographs showing scenes
from the Farmington Hills of old. It will be just
off the main lobby of City Hall.

B A town picnic in Hi Park. It'll probabl,

events.

nity (although a different political cntity) get in
on the act, too?

Farmington and Farmington Hills were {and
probably still are) very different communities.

In the old days, little Farmington was the nu-
cleus of the cell, the yoke of the cgg. It had the
houses and stores and paved strects and the so-
cial structure, Surrounding Farmington Town-
ship was rural with farms, corn ficlds, orchards,
meadow lands and muddy roads, Even its scat
of government, the Town Hall, was located . . .
in Farmington.

Still, a rich vein of history runs through the

ity we know as Farmington — city and

be on a Sunday, but the date hasn't been sct.
Now, we've heard some talk around town that

this 20th anniversary celebration is foolish.
There have been statements like: What's the

cation, we must be willing to pay the bill.
The so catled “property tax reform” de-

hate has been going on for 20 years, and little
has ever been done to alter the system. Replac-
ing onc tax with another, shifting the responsi-
bility so someone else has to pay, misses the
mark as an action that could even remotely be
considered reform.

E Iwe want our children to get a decent edu-

In the most recent round of political wran-
gling, the state Senate fumbled an attempt to
place a L-percent sales tax increase on the bal-
lot, the passage of which would reduce property
taxes by 30 percent. Instead GOP Gov. John
Engler won the day by seeing hia 20-percent re-
duction passed in the Senate,

Senntors followed form by attaching a mean-
ingless amendment that promises to replace the
lost revenuc in some yet-to-be-determined man-
ner.

The property tax system, properly adminis-
tered, is just as equitable, if not more so, than
additional taxes in the form of income or sales
taxcs.

Certainly, the property tax system could
stand a large dose of reformation. But forcing
someone who carns $25,000 a year to pay the
some amount of sales tax on a purchased item
as a person who earns $150,000-plus is unjust.
And while imposing a snles tax is an addiction
that we are unable to break, incrensing it solves
nothing and puts an even-larger burden on
those who are financially encumbered already.

The property tax never will be abolished as a
main source of money for education. By impos-
ing an additional sales or income tax, we would

Hills — and that vein certainly doesn’t stop at.
& city line that some politician has drawn.

Nope, a celebration for the Hills’ 20th is in
order. Let the plans go forward.

Reform real tax inequities

have two rather than one form of school taxa-
tion over which to complein.

To reform the property tax system, we must
provide for the real inequities within the sys-
tem, not the perceived incquity that we have to
pay at all.

We must ensure that no ene will lose o home
because of the inability to pay property taxes.
This is especially true for retirces who experi-
ence a dramatic decrease in their income. This

LETTERS

No clock, please

lease, no brick clock tower at Grand Riv-

er and Farmington. A four-sided clock on

an iron pedestal would be just fine, Ifit
must be a brick monument, put it on the City
Hall land.

The Masonic Lodge is a finc old building. A
six-foot by four-foot structure rising to the sky
would be a genuine eyesore. That tower could
only detract from the historic building.

Do the opinions of Farmington citizens count
in this grandiose plan? In solicitating the ideas
of many local friends, I have yet to find a single
person who would support a brick clock tower.

The DDA should keep in mind that a lot of

could also be applied to those who a
d ing injury that prohibits them from
going back to work.

We must also look to the needs of first-time
homebuyers who should be able to experience
some kind of property tax relief until they are
able to get an economic footing,

Michigan's leadership and many residents
have been unwilling to deal with these realitics.

On one side we see “let them eat cake” Gov.
Engler who carries the slash-and-burn tax phi-
losophy to an absurd extreme. On the other, we
have a spineless Legis) that develops un-
workable, unacceptable tax financing plans,
which are generated almost solely to cover their
political behinds and which.go down to defeat
at every turn,

In the middle we have a sniveling, self-ab-
sorbed propertied class that spends more time
trying to figure out how to get out of its finan-
cial abligations rather than how to provide their
children with an education that will serve them
well in the future.

The casualties in this war are, of course, the
children, whose welfare takes up less and less of
the debate as time passes.

QUESTION:
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i comes from citizens, local
business people and city employees. When you
ignore the feelings of the above people, you also
threaten their loyalty te shop in Farmi

best. The hardest job was transforming the im-
age.

The talented students and staff were always
there, but the pride, respect and self-cstcem
had to be built up picce by piece.

Now we have a lot of rebuilding to do. I hope
you're willing to help us do it. Good news
doesn't sell papers but it does help build com-
munity spirit and pride.

A community paper should e able to point
out what's wrong with its institutions. It
shouldn’t always spout the party line.

But it should also recognize when it has made
a mistake and take steps to correct it. There are
a lot of exciting things going on at Farmington
High School. The enthusiasm of the staff and
students is i Let the i
know the other side.

Laura Myers, Farmington

James R. Dale, Farmington
———CC——

Good shows!

e recently had the opportunity and

privilege of attending “The Sound of

Music” performed by the Farmington
High School students and “Hello Dolly” per-
formed by North Farmington High School stu-
dents.

Both performances were equally outstanding.
The performers, staging, lighting, music and di-
rection were more than what could be expected
from teenagers,

Congratulations to all of these fine young
people and to the faculty and parents who give
them guidance and support.

William A. and Emma S. Makinen,
Farmington Hills

You made a fuss

ike many others, I have been very upset
L _ with your coverage of the “violence™ at
Farmingten High School.

You don't write the storics, but as the editor
you decide what gets front page coverage, what
gets inflammatory headiines and what gets em-
borrassing pictures. I was willing to let you have
your say, however much ! may disagree with it.

It's your paper and if you really felt that
Farmington High School was going to hell ina
handbasket you have every right to say so,

But then in your editorial of Feb, 11, you
state that fights are to be expected in high
schools and our high schools are no werae than
any others. You say that the school administra-
tion is handling it. You wonder what all of the
fuss is about. You made it a fuss,

‘What was the purpose of your slanted cover-
age if you never believed in the jssue to begin
with? Either you’ve been used by individuals to
push their own agenda or you're trying to stir
things up to relieve the mid-winter blues.

I was glad to sec you at the high school vio-
lence meeting at the library last Monday night.
It gave you a chance to look into the faces of the
parents and students you have hurt with your
reporting.

In the five or six years that'T have been in-

volved at Farmington High School it has grown |

from the third-rate high school to one of the

e, the members of the Committec to

Plenty of pork
Eliminate Government Waste, want to

W bring to the attention of ldcal taxpay-

ers some examples of local and state spending
that are being sold as “infrastructure enhance-
ment,” but which looks to us to be better de-
scribed as pork-barrel spending.

The first example of such “infrastructure en-
hancement” is a $338,022 federal grant to the
city of Farmington Hills (matched by $84,505
from the city) to build 1.5 milcs of bike path
along Farmington Road from Heritage Park
north to 1-696,

As a resident of Farmington Hills and an avid
bike rider, I can say without fear of contradic-
tion that this is guarantced to be a bike route to
nowhere. Once one gets to 1-696 and Farming-
ton Road, there is absolutely nothing to visit or
connect to except a busy freeway.

Since it's iltegal to ride bikes on the Inter-
state, they will be using our money to give us a
“Bike Path to Nowhere.”

Another example of local pork is a $58,660
federal grant to the city of Novi to build 2,433
feet of sidewalks along Grand River. When we
needed sidewalks in our neighborhood, we paid
for them ourselves and didn’t ask non-residents
to pay for improvements that benefit only resi-
dents,

On the state level, a capital example of the
this wasteful pork is the recent $181,600 grant
from the state to the city of Saginaw to partially
repair the Porter Street Railway Station.

‘This building serves no useful purpose (ac-
cording to Amtrak, there is no train service to
Saginaw) and was wisely slated to be torn down
in 1988, According to news reports, Gov, John
Engler says “this grant is part of our strategy to
rebuild the infrastructure throughout Michi-
gon.” .

1 think we should call this boondoggle, “The
Train Station With No Trains.”

1f we don’t have the courage to say no to our
own local park, how can we ever moke any prog.
ress on reducing other people’s pork? A few ex-
amples of turning down federal money for such
wasteful projects would give us the moral high
ground in telling others we can't support their
“infrastructure enhancement,” or should I say
“pork.” :

James N, Brozovich, Farmington Hills |




