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GM’

T AUTO
o TALK

- It wouldn't be
tough to cast
Harry J. Pearce
of Bloomfield
HHlle in a sequel
“The Good,
Bod, and
the Ugly,” if only
because he has
the kind of lovel
A stare th:il r'?nklt:u
you thin e
mecoel might ruin Clint
2 27 Eustwood’s day.
. Pearce actually once was a
judge in Biamarck, N.D, al-
though his official biography at
Geheral Motors, where he is now
executive vico president and gen-
eml counsel, does not mention

whether he was of the hanging va.
riety.

The folks at NBC's Dateline
have no doubt of that, however,
after being subjected to Pearce’s

jating publlc di ber-

ment of the t

B The methodical detall rovealed about the de-
slgn of the fuel system in GM pickups had to
Impress anyone watching that conslderable
care, tosting and research has been done over

the years.

s rebuttal to NBC reveals rigors of safety design

rebuttal seem to clom

most ft In
the wake ofmos: pmduct Ilnblllty
suits — that the company in-
volved is callous, sloppy, and un-
caring about public safety.

Along with uncovering the sub-
terfuge undennkcn by the news

show's portrayal of GM’'s older
pickup trucks os rolling safety
hazards.

tyl

in a product-Habllity case against
GM to wire up | the truck with re-

The perform-
ance Pearce conducted on the
‘ground floor of GM’s corporate
headquarters a few weeks ago left
no doubt about the nearly unbe-
tievable sloppincss and lack of
ethics on the past of the Dateline
crew, who had allowed a consult-
ant working for the plaintiff's side

rocket motors to
ensure the gas tank would go off
on cue.

In fact, Dateline’s position was
so indefensible, it was no big
achicvement to discredit the
show.

‘What was more remarkable was
Pearce’s controlled, but visihly

angry, presentation — a methodi-
cal examination of every detall of
how and why the gas tank burst
into flames on camera,

Pearce’s tour de foree of techni-
cal investigation was likely the
first time any auto company exec-
utive had managed an impas-
sioned, credible, atatement that
went beyond defending its prod-
ucts, and began to counter the

show, the dical detall re-
vealed about the design of the fuel
system in GM pickups had to im-
press anyone watching that con-
siderable care, testing and re-
search has been done over the
years, contrasting mightily with
the junk scicnce favored by the
self-proclaimed safety experts.

~ Exactly why this hasn't hap-
pened before is still good for o
long evening of debate.

Most engineers colled in for on

up in front of the camera, or
wander off into lrrlevant detail,
when asked to explain why they

- designed a cor the way they did.

‘The apecifics of a personal inju-
1y are countered with dry, imper-
sonal statistics. Numcrous cxecu-
tives wave off a rebuttal with the
statement “No comment, it's in
court,” or even "It was the driv-
cr's fﬂ\l"...'

There have been precious few
times when the public gets a peek
at how thorough o major auto
company normally is when it I8
designing cars:

Pearce managed more thon a
peek — he gave a lot of people &
long, hard look,

DATEBOOK

n MANAOEMENTACCOUNTANTS
Tho_Detroit chapter of the Ingti-
tute of Monagement Accountants
will.hear a presentation of Test-
ing,Globol Measures at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 18, at the Livonia
Marriott at 1-276 and Six Mile.
Call Marla Dunn, 596-7889, for
more information.

g UNDERSTANDING FRANCE

The 1993 International Cultural
Festival Global Businces break-
fast series will present Plerre Du-
beavclard, vice president of Con-
cord International, who will epeak
on “Helping U.S. Companies Un-
defstand the French Market-
place” on Thursday, Feb. 18 at
7:30 pam. at the Ritz-Carlton in
Dcnrborn, Call 647-7833.

] EMPLOVEE LEASING

Koy Employee Leasing [s present-
ing:n seminar entitled “How to
Fire Your Employces and Still
Haye Them Work at Your Busi-
ness” in a special breakfast semi.
nar on Thursday, Feb, 18 at 7:30
p.aw at the Michigan State Uni-
veisity Management Education
Center in Troy. Call 356-1188.

m CAMDESIGN
The SuperFlow regional Delrmt
Ofl'ce in Livenla is

hnical worksh d

on 8
Feb. 20 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
“CAM Design, Intet and Exhaust
Tuning. Speaker. Chuck Maguire
of General Motors Powertraln Di-
vision, Call 464-4333,

& LIFE AFTER GM

Lifetime Planning is hesting the
firat “Life Aftor GM" seminar for
those who are preparing to or have
atready retired at the Somerset
nn in Troy on Saturdey, Feb. 20
at9 p.m. Call 952-1744,

1 BEHAVIORAL STYLES

‘The American Society of Employ-
ers s presenting a seminar on
“Understanding Behavioral
Styles,” Monday, Feb. 22 at 9 a.m.
at 23851 Northwestern highway.
Speaker: Julie Kowalski, Creative
Partnerships, Call 353-4500 for
mare information.

M WAGE/SALARY ADMINISTRATION
The American Society of Employ-
a scmlnnr on

@ TAX-FREEIN'93

Fidelity Investments will present
an educational seminar “Tox-frec
in 1993: Defending Yourself
Against Increasing Taxes.” The
seminar will explain who can ben-
efit from tax-fee investing and
how to choose and approprinte
tax-free investment. Seminars
will be in two locations: Livenia
Marriott, 171060 North Laurel
Park Drive on Tuesday, Feb, 23 at
7:00 p.m; and at the Townsend
Hotel in Birmingham at 100
Townsend Strect on Wednesday,
Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m.

@ ESTATE PLANNING

Attorney Linda Baxter will speak
about cstate planning to
STRIVE, a networking and sup-
port group for women and a local
chopter of the National Associn-
tion For Female Executives on
Thursday, Feb, 26 at 6 p.m. at the
Troy Public Library, Call 693-
3232,

)
“Wage And Splary Admi -
tion: An Overview,” Tuesday,
Fnb 23 at 9 am. at 23551
highway. S
Murk Pittel, Sullivan, Cotter and
Assoclntcs, Inc. Call 353-4600 for

more §

START
“How to Sum Up und Mnnnge

Breast Implants And Your Health

Medical and Legal Aspects
A Seminar Conducted by
CAROL PILLSBURY PATTON, R.N., PhD., J.D.

Southfield Radisson Plaza Hotel
1500 Town Center

Southfield, Michigan 48075
Saturday, February 20, 1993 at 2:00 pm

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - FREE ADMISSION

IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND OR HAVE QUESTIONS CALL:

CHERYL OR KAREN at (313) 567-8300

Yaur Business" will be p

by Lewis & Renn Associntes at
the Holiday Inn Livonia West,
Fridoy, Feb. 26 ond Saturday,
Feb. 27, Call 1-800-444-4444,

VACATION AT HOME
S POOL or SPA

Visit Us Under The Domel

Michlgan Home & Garden Show at the Pontlac Silverdome
February 26 thru March 7.

$200° REBATE

Quallitylng Equipment

0% INTEREST

for 12 months with approved credit

Y i 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH
sperHeat S&

23262 Telegraph - Southfield, Mich, 352-4656
Wo Service All Makes and Modols

very

on B eSS e
HEATING SALES COMPANY

* Qulet +Rellable

Oporation  Performance

24 hour service company.

QTY.

LEET | sizE | No. SALE $
7 1 15 | 183 | 750 | ag0 POOL

2 | 16 | 373 | 5749 | 109

1 | 18 | 534 | va6a [ *se Four Left. 1592 price $999
1 21 944 | *919 | 599

a | 21 | 615 | *e99 | 699

9 24 855 ]1*1099] ‘789

1 | 27 | 036 }*1249] *e00

3 28 778 |*1813| 1189

4 fisxo] 120 |v1799[*1299

i 16%28 | 439 |*2079]'1299

1511992ano19 to scll » All Sizes & Depths
ew * In Box » Warranted

1 |Michigan|3771 (3077|2499

3 |Coleman|0512 |3699 |*2899

22 - 1992 FLOOR MODELS
REDUCED TO SELL

ENJOY NOW!! PAY LA’IER!! .

SOLAR

COVER
'With Any Pool Purchase g g ‘ Sun, 12-3
With Coupon Only PAREING wt
INREAR




