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Families
can learn
fire safety

-2 Fire {a nlways a threat to a fam-
ily's safoty.

-3 “Families can eacape safely by
moking sure thoy have working
smoke detectors and an evacu-
atlon plan,” says Elaine Paradis,
home economist with the Oak-
land County Extension Service of
Michigan State University.

-~ A Family Firo Safety Class will
be held 7:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 29, in the Instructional
Room of the North Offico Build-
ing, 1200 N, Telegraph Road,
Pontlac,

‘Thero is no charge for the class
but preregistration is required,
Registration deadline is Friday,
Feb. 19. Space is limited.

“The closs will Include these
sofcty rules:

W Each fleor of the home should
be equipped with a smoke detec-
tor, fire extinguisher and an es-
cape ladder for the second floor,

B A simple floor plan of the home
can be drawn and marked with an
escape route.

B Each family member should
know the proper pracedures for
emergency evacuation, Children
as young as three years old can
practice safe and speedy ways of
getting out of the home,

B Monthly fire drills should be
hield so cveryone knows what to
doin cascof a fire. .
& A common meeting placc out.
side of the home should be desig.
nated so that all members of the
family can be accounted for as
soon as possible.

. The Feb, 23td class is designed .

to help parents present home fire
safety information and practices
in a simple and non-threatening
manner. Fire drills can be put
into a form of a game while stress-
ing the importance of escaping
quickly.

“"Ta register or for further infor-
mation plense contact Sandy or
Elaine at 858-0895,

A physician
pmn% tells the story of
- an evening in an
€mergency room
of a hespital. A
young man of
about 20 years of
age come In for
stitches because
of a knife wound
above his cye.
While the physt-
cian sowed up
—————— the wound, the
young man said, “The guy who
did this to me is going to be here
in abaut an hour with worso than
this, You will get a chance to sew
himup.”

This incident stuck in the phy-
sicion’s mind. It expressed the
kind of violence that is growing in
our time. I remember a student in
my high schoel who sat two seats
in front of me. He showed us the
hand gun he hed carried to

REV. DAVID
STRONG

* schoal. The Incident spoke to me

of recklessness. It alao gave him a
male status in tho achool. That
was in the carly 1950s. That unu-
sual incident yeara ago has mush.
roomed into n common occurrence
today.

The causes of vielence in our
soclety are many., Tho conse-
quences of violenco are ever more
frightening. The forces which
would address the growing prob-
lem seem frozen and ineffective.
Religious people must become in-
volved.

I recommend an excellent state-
ment of the problem and the ef-
fectlve steps with which we must
solve the issue. The book is
“Deadly Conscquences” by a phy-
sician, Dcborah Prothrow-Stith.
This book should becomo a best
seller. It must be studied and dis-
cussed by religious people. What
Is ot stake is that seemingly good
people seem indifferent to the ter-

rible violence in our aochy.y.

We just can’t continue to be indifferent -

In America.

and 'kiil one another
ligious imatitutions are familiar

tors, public health leaders, soclal
i

For ycars, our pol-
icy of sending in the Marines with
overwhelming firepower has ro-
flected our domestic policy of
making suro that cops get tough
on young males. Now wo even
have police killlng suspects.

This week a soclal worker told
me that our nation has aban-
doned the plight of children.
‘Fhere are moro children In pover-
ty in Detroit than any other city
in the country. What results from
these things is the growth of more
violence,

Our schools have had to ad-
drees vielence, A few other peace-
oriented groups have tricd to
focus attention and action upon
this problem, In contrast, our
churches and synagogues are
largely unwilling to effectively ad-
dress the issues of violence.

It is precisely religion which
should respond to how we hurt

with the need to confront moral
1ssuca, We must step further into
the arena of the common good.
“Love your enemy” must not
wind up being a catch phrase. We
must teach people how to resolve
confllct. We must support tl.m'w

police and community’
organizers who work to counteract
violence. Wo nced to identify na:
tional leaders who will modol this
non-violent approach to conflict.
Qur president needs to moke
this a messoge of his bully pulpit,
Every mayor of every city needs to
lecome schooled in lent.

in our
and around the world which coun-
teract violence, We must also
learn to carry out this work our-
selves,

Dr. Prothrow.Stith's book con-
tains onc short paragraph abeut
the church. She is married to a
minister, yet she fails to n‘l'-e'thu

conflict resolution. Spiritual lead.
ers must be on the forefront an
this issue. K

We need to prevent violenco by
addressing the deeper causes, The
book, “Deadly Consequences” is a
book that is worth reading and
pondering until we arc all

hed Into action,

role that

groups must be challenged to play
in conflict resolution. Her studies
may well reflect the fact that we
talk about love and peace but scl-
dom get involved in society with
specific programs,

‘We must openly support educa-

The Rev. David Strong is pastor

.of Central United Methodist

Church in Detroit. If you have .a
question or comment, cafl him at’
953-2047, mailbox number 1878,
on a touch tone phone. :
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Mobsle Communcatons, ing.

Cellular makes staying in touch with your family easy, and now Ameritech’s® Family
Pack~ service plan makes it affordable, With Family Pack, families can lower their
monthly rates by combining their airtime minutes.

Sign up for one year before March 14 and Family Pack is even more affordable.
Because for each new Ameritech line activated, we'll waive the activation fee and give
you $150 towards the purchase of select cellular phones.* There’s never been a smarter
cellular service plan to get for your family than Ameritech’s Family Pack.




