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] With a heart and
£ a portfolio both full
*| of pride, Janis Jur-
g kans of 'Latvia
went on a speclal
mission around

In celebration of Black History Month, the gat-
lery s presenting an exhibit of 19th century metal
work from Zaire.

* wMetalworkers are respected (in that culturo) os
wo respect (Judges),” said Marlene Hamel of Bar-
clay'a. “They had the power over fire.” .

Besides thelr power over firc, the metalworkers *
had the skill to create complex and subtle forms
with a hammer rather than with delicato tools. -
The swords, knives and daggers, some of them
owned by officials, show a variety of forms.

The display {a from two famed collections, the
Rubins Collection and the Collection of the Bap-
tist Missionary Society. \ .

Also fentured are Ashanti gold welghts. These
are tiny repreaentations of proverbs in the shape
of antmals, fish, implements and even a stool,

The gallery disploys many kinds of African art.
One image of a Shango goddess shows a figure
benging n bolt of iightning, a thunderbolt over-
head. . .

Tmages of twins, called ibiji figures, are cxhibit-
ed. A mather whose baby died would ask a hely
man to carve these. Ho would breathe into them
and the mother would earry them around with her
with tho belief that her lost child would retum to

her,

“The work is often intricate. Lines in a figurc'a-
head represent ita hairdo. A beaded inldid stool |
showa figures, animals and planta, A West African
. ;;:r;n cotta vessel bears aquatic motife in full re-

of.

The largo works include a Chokwa Clkunza
mask, made up of decorated red and white bark
over a conical frame, Among the smaller items {s o
polished ware flask with a siiver pendant at its

" neck,

Glass works , R

Habatat Gallerics, in the Triatria Building at
32255 Northwestern Highway in Farmington
Hills, presents different types of structures in an
exhibition continuing through Feb, 27.

One type, calted sculptured environmental
studics, is by Emily Brack. These are tiny rooms
or games of glass, The games include tic-tac-toe

‘and a small acene featuring a hopscotch and a
jump rope.

The rooms are complete with furnishings and
decorations that look as if a Lilliputian interior
designer was hard ot work. Gleaming details
abound. An affice contains scattered papers on a
desk. A greenhouse hos potted plonts with long
tendrils or short petals. Books and newspapers are
on shelves and surfaces. Playing cards, n camera,
candy, paint tubes and fashion accessaries ara in
various other scttings.
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Qaklond County.

Guided by love of art and of coun-
try, Jurkans vlsited arca galleries
last month with the hope of sctting
up ox exhibit in the United States
showlng works by Latvian artists,
He carried photos of works by young
nrltlsts in oils, graphics and tapes-
tries.

“Like your Detrolt Pistons, we
have ourartists,” said Jurkans, who
was foreign minister of Latvia until
recently. "This is something we are
proud of.”

Jurkens was accompanied by
Dagnifa Lacis of Orchard Lake, who
is Ident of & p busi

In Latvia, her husband Andris
Lacis, and Mary Lou Bagley, manu-
facturing/resenrch president of Au-
tomotive Chemical of Detroit.

ScoLATVIA, 3D

Colorful:
Textile

works, such

as the one at
far right, and
. graphic:-
works, such
as the onc at
right, show
the diversity
of Latvidn
art.

tists offered

‘Mausoleum’s This p.ainting.by a Latvian artist burns with intensity as well as vibrant colors. A
former Latvian minister visited Oakland County galleries recently to discuss an exhibit iri this
country of works by Latvian artists. :

Miniature exhibit big on lartistry

Worksk

house L

a work of nré when you

vertising industry, muscums and the-

BY MARY KLEMIC : 4516 N. Woodward in
87Av? WRITER Royal Oak, are co-sponsoring the ex-
Little things mean a lot. hibit. They co-sponsored the first
For oxample, stop by the it “M i in Minl " show at

ham Bloomfield Art Association,
1516 S. Cranbrook Rond In Birming-

n
the BBAA, which took place in 1989,
That exhibit drew 5,000 people.
“The fascination (with miniatures)

ham, A current cxhibit there,
“M N In Mini ot

showcases minlatures as an art form.
‘The dlaplay continues through Feb,

* 27, It features tiny room scttings,

homes, silver, porcelaln,’ paintings,
fabrics, glass and othoer d ive ac-

is probably from our childhood, from
toys..pluytl\lngs." atﬁi_d artist and

Il uffy Wi o
Bloomfield Village, who with Minia-
ture Makers' t;wner Criss Goad ;[
vy s coordinating tho

sec a high degree of craftsmanship,
sensitivity to scale, and a final prod-
uct that speaks way beyond its sim-
ple presence,” sald Kenneth Gross,
BBAA cxccutive director.

“I have looked at some miniature
settings and felt drawn into them, im-
agining what it would be like to climb
that_staircage or sit on one of the
chafrs” - :

cessories loaned by invited interna-

tional artisans and private collectors, *

The pleces aro on a scale of one-half
inch or one inch to one foot.
The BBAA and Miniature Makers”

show, .

“] always think thoy (represent)
that fantasy or cscape from the real
world.” .

“A miniature room setting or doll

making goes back to an-
cient times, when pharoshs made re-
plicas of their posscssions to be
interred with them in their tombs.
Today miniatures are used by archi-
tects, real cstate dovelopers, the ad-

aters. Gond knew of a Japanese visi-
tor who took miniatures of things she
saw in the United States back to Ja-
pan to help explain American cus-
toms.

Men and women, young and old,
make a voriety of small wonders. A
super sampling of these {8 diaplayed
at the BBAA. Vignettes feature up-
halstered furniture, rugs, curtains
and items on sheives. Viewers can
find a sterling silver dressing sct, @
sink basin with real marble, an egg

. yolk on a floor. kX
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Outof Afiica: This Ngala official’s sword
- is one of the items on display at Bar-
-clay’s in Birmingham. The display cele-

?mtes Black History Month at the gal-
< lery.

Artheat foatures varfous happenings in the
suburban arts world. Send news leads to: Cre-
ative Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,

. 805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48009. - .

For information and raviews of musical perfor-.
mances, please tumn to the sec-

and an serics of five limited

tion.
¥ FINE FEATHERS

Hoinor Hertling of West Bloomficld Is one of
five award-winning Michigan wildlifc artists pro-
ducing color paintings for the forthcomiing book
“The Birds of Michigan.” The book, a joint
project of tho Sarett and Kalamazoo natura cen-
tora and Indiana Unlvarsity Proas, will feature
115 colloctible paintings portraying 220 bird ape-
clos found nesting in Michigan. Its publication ia
scheduled for 1994,

Money to produce the large-slze book will be
raised through sponsorships of tho original

edltion prints. Each sponsor will ba lsted in the
book and recelve n complimentary copy, Along

_ with the art, the book will contain Information

about more than 400 epecies of !’!'d“'

gt
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:. show featurea pictures from Nagler's first hard-

AR Best |

cover monogvaph, “Statements of Light,” recent~
blished by Subuirban C b

Nagler writes a photography column for the
Observer & Eccontric Newspapers, Hia award-
winning works are in many private and public
collections, and ha frequently travels to gallerles
across tha country. In addition to the seminars
and courses ho teaches at area colleges, he has
oppeared at Borders ta lecturd on suth topics as
travel ph taphy, ph hy history and

For a current listing of avail and
prints, contact the Sarctt Naturo Center, 2300
Bonton Center Road, Benton Harbor 48022, or -
call 616-927-4832. o N .

o PHOTO SHOW
Framed works by Fnrmingv.{:nhﬂlllu finenrt

phatographer Monte Nagler are on display this
month at Borders Book Shop in the Novi Town

* Center, off Novi Road just south of 1.98, The

_ deluxc edition, which comes with on original

haow to succeed es o fino art photographer.

“Statements of Light” containa 76 black and
white pictures taken by Nagler during his travels
around the world, and a technical appendix. Its
foroword is writton by Detroit photographer
Tony Spinn. Listed at $65; the book is available
at Borders for $58.50. Nagler alao offers a limited

photograph, for $360, .




