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By Tiz Ricu,
STAvy Wnitea ARD

Suburban school districts
should stop giving doublo-digit
pay Increases and learn to control
costs, anys Gov, John Engler.

'he first-term governor is un-
der fire — especially in suburban
districts — for pushing a bill to
cut school property taxes 20 per-
‘¢ent with no mechanism In placo
“for state reimbursement. Engler's
gtnn was bitterly assailed in the
Scnate Taxation Committee by
buburban superintendents, some
‘6f whom fear losing a querter of
their budgets.

ing nrcas liko Bloomfleld Hills,
Birmingham and Livonia, on
your proposed 20 porcent prop-
erty tax cut. They're up in
arms. If you wore a school

board bor §n an out-of-ft

*Today the critical friend of the
school budget 1s the assessor, and
often the most irrelevant person
is the taxpayer. We'd like to ro-
verse those priorities,

mula distrlct facing a 20’ per-
cont eut §n revenue, what would
youdo?

Engler: “I would stop giving
double-digit pay I over a

“Also a question that needs to
be looked at is how much money
— what ultimately would be the
perestudent exponditure  when
some schools’ cost per student is

hing what it would cost in

period of two or three years.

“And I would, in some cascs,
look at the stato (average)} mil-
Isge, which s now 36 mills, and
conclude that il my mills wero at
24, as one of those districts men-

High-price education isn't ncc-—tioned 15 (Bloomfield Hills), it

essarily better education, Engler
sald. He docen't accept the notion
that southeastern Michigan’s
price level hns to be higher than
the rest of the state’s,
Hare is the text of this newapa-
..per’s exclusive interview,

Q. Your namo §s boing taken
in vain among a lot of out-of-
formula school districts and
schoo! boards, Republican-vot-

might be fair to go back to the
voters and ask them for more
mills.”

Q. That defents the purpose
of cutting the property tax (to
lower costs and mako tho state
cconomlcally compotitive).

Engler: “It achicves one im-
portant purpose. It lets the voters,
the taxpayers, make the decision
rather than the tox aascssor,

the finest private schools? Are we
getting close to the point — is
$8,000 enough? Will $10,000 per
student —

“We know that when we nseces
performance, there's no correln-
tion between whot we spend per
student ond the result in the
clossroom.”

Q. Their argumont would bo
that In 1 Milch} yo

stricture 15 higher thun tho
rest of tho state.
Engler: “That is an excuso, not

and I support the maximum ac-
countability for our schools,
That's one of the reasons I an-

an answer, And it ly isn’t
an explanation.

“Thoy've negotiated the con-
tracts that they're now having dif-
(iculty affording. They may well
have to go back and review their
practices, Many of them adminis-
tratively are two and three times
the cost of comparably-sized
schools, That al! has to be exa-
mined.

“Every business in one of those
schoo! districts paying taxes hus

had to re-examine practices with-

an cye toward managing money
better. Virtually every homeowner
has had to cxamine the family
budget with an eye toward man-
aging the money.

fon has been

0
have o cost structuro that's 22
percent higher than the rest of
the state. Construction is that
much higher. Hospitalization
costs are 18-percont higher.
{Teacher) salarles are 22 por-
cent higher. The wholo cost

protected in the budgets I have
proposed. As a result we have
moved up dramatically in natien-
al ranking in cducation, but we
never reach adequacy, to hear
some schools talk.

“I support quality educatlon,

1 there will be a g (]
report card on all schools in the
state — 8o that every parent, re-
gardless of whero he or she lives,
can compare their own school to
any other school and judge for
themselves the results and mea-
sure the return on investment.”

Q. A group of 14 state repre-
sentatives from both partles Is
pushing a reform plan to get
schools off the property tax —
reduco it by half — and shift to
an kncomo tax, with allowance
for the voters to replace tho in-
come tax later with o sales tax
incrcase. What's your feeling
about that movement?

Engler: “First of all, therc has
to be a choice made: Is it to elimi-
nate the property tax and replace
it with an income tax, or to re-
place the property tax with the
sales tax? I mean, I don't sce one
as belng on intermediary step

along the road to the other.®

Gov. John Engler ‘ H

They'll have to make a choice.
“My position is that we ought
to lock In some minlmum guaran,
tees of property tax relief, given
tho fact that assessments are ris.
ing at more than 10 percent fof
more than half the people of the
state. H

- FINISH MY BACHELOR’S DEGREE!

IT'S A NEW YEAR. IT'S TIME TO COMPLETE MY BACHELOR'S
DEGREE. I'LL ATTEND CLASS ONE NIGHT A WEEK IN A PROGRAM
THAT’S CONVENIENT FOR ME, A WORKING ADULT, AND IT HAS
PRACTICAL APPLICATION TO MY WORK. CLASSES BEGIN SOON!
I'LL APPLY TODAY!

Adults can complete a bachelor's
degree in 18 months

Attend class only one night per week
Classes are designed to improve
leadership and communication skills
Convert life experience and prior
learning into college credit
Instructlon features group projects
and discussions .

Meet in the same small group

t i the p

INFORMATION SESSIONS:

On Farmington Hills Campus
(West 12 Mile Road

Accelerated Degree Programs
William Tyndale College
between Drake & Halstead) 35700 West Twelve Mile Road
6 pm Monday, February 22 Farmington Hills, MI 48331.3147

: 6 pm Monday, March 8 Call: (313) 553.7200

SStewait: (G lows. 7@%‘/{«&'1«
Pennsylvania House
WINTER SALE

ENDS FEBRUARY 22
; DON'T BE
LEFT OUT

Save at least 35%
on every piece of
Pennsylvania House,
Conover and Harden.
Save at least
25% on all
other fine lines.

Deslgners such as Gloria Yond
And you get 30% savings on your

Y

Look your best. See your best.
Save 30% on our best designer frames.

ertilt, Manat, Evan Picons, iz Gaiborne ond cthers hod a hond in thess.

fromes when purchesod with prescription lenses. Frames, reg. $89 to

Just South of Squate Lake Rd.

Fine Furniture Since 1917

2600 N. Woodward Ave.

of Bloomfield Hills

Open Mon,, Thurs,, Fri. til 9 pm.

‘wes., Wed., Sat, 'til 3:30 p.m.

Elegant wail mimots
aa&cd to perfectlon
In a varicty of atyles,
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OFF Our 40%-50%
Already Discounted "
Prices © -~

L 5300, sole 62.30 to $210. Ho cther discounts of insuranco benefits apply. We cre o HAR provider. .
D1 o« Optiol, oll meleo Detrollstores, ako Gencses Yalley, Sale ends February 27 '

D boiod ST . o o SHUI  Eaod U299 lokede 200030
57057 TeimOcs MS3)  Oulld  SIAW9  Soewit e 6010283
Soutlond  207-44% .

Goossen Valey 7323210

HUDSON'’S
.0 ‘PIT"-‘l‘C A L

SALELASTS 10 DAYS ONLY! R

Lighting Fistures For Every Decor * W (g, Sepplics xnd izt Betin : " - -. r‘ R
. N

ROSE = oG §

ELECTRICAL ) § :m .

CONSTAUCTION.INC.

N 37400 W, 7 MILE ROAD H i
MON., TUEE., WED,, RAT, 9:30-404

l LIVONLA, M1 43152 (313} 4042211 v TR v30a0e '- ‘_' |
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