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Panel mull

The system our grandfathers
built to eradicate gavernment run
by *boases” has worked so well
that it's now choking us, said
Philip Power, the owner of Ob-
server & Eccentrlc Newspopers,

“Today we regard that system
a8 fundamentally flawed and not
cost effective,” Power said, calling
government  “the largeat and
clumaiest area in which money is
expended for no particular pur-
pose.”

Power’s comments were part of
a panel discussion based on the
hook ‘“Reinventing Government:
How The Entreprencurinl Splrit
18 Transforming the Public Sector
From Schoolhouse to Statchouse,
City Hall to the Pehtagon” by Da-
vid Osbome and Ted Gaebler.
The book suggests that the meth.
od of operation of government. at
all levels shoutd be changed be-
cause the taxpayers are not cur-

rently well-served by their govern- |

ments.

Power moderated the discus.
sion, held recently in conjunction
with the Observer & Eccentric’s
annual Journalist of the Year
award presentation at the Bentley
Center In Livonia. Other panel-
ists included: Onkland University
president Sandra Packard, Wayne
County deputy executive Michael
Duggan and West Bloomfield de-
veloper Robert Jones, whose com-
pany is currently building houses
in Bloomficld Township, Roches.
ter Hills and Plymouth Town-
ship.

Duggan, who is the right-hand
man of Wayne County Exccutive
Edward McNamara, said he is “a
great believer in the principles of
this book" and often has to fight

government
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Making a point: Philip Power, O&E owner, summarizes comments on the book “Rein-

venting Government: How The Entrepreneurial Spirit is Transforming the Public Sec-
tor.” Panelists include, from left, Wayne County deputy executive Michael Duggan;
Oakland University president Sandra Packard and West Bloomfield developer Robert

Jones.

the burcaucracy to get good things
done.
“Any time you want to change
the nature of government it's
amazing to see the forces that are
marshaled against you,” he said.

Duggan included newspapers in
that category and said they often
put negative epine on cssentially
good stories and consequently
make it harder to get the goad
things done.

Duggan also talked about the
importance to aupervisors of set-
ting goals for other workers to as-
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pite ta, but Packard sald it's
harder to do that in a university.

“Historically, tradition hos
driven mission,” she said. “That's
no longer true.”

Even figuring out who the uni-
versity’s “customers” are isn't
ensy, Packard said.

Jonvs, on the other hand, finds
it casy to identify his customers
in the house-building business.
Even his salcs staff is authorized

to turn potentin) customers down
because “there are certain people
that we know we just can't satis-
fy," Jones said,

As for setting goals, it's casy for
Jones bitt not so easy at Oakland
University, Packard sald, because
there are 50 many different foc-
tions in a university and each has
its own idca of whot the goals
should be.
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WE MAKE GETTING A LOAN ALMOST
AS NICE AS IMPROVING YOUR HOME.

At Securily Bank and Trust, wo have almost as many
kinds of home improvement loans as there are home
improvemenis. .

Come in and talk 1o us about special loans sponsored
by the Michigan State Housing Development Authority.

payments, at reduced interest rales that are tax deduct-
ible. Or you may choose to get a conventional bank loan
that may be better suited to your needs. Whatever your
situation is we're here 10 help.

So, stop In at any one of our branches or call the
number listed below. At Securily Bank and Trust, we've
improved home improvement loans.

‘We'll make you feel like our most important customer.
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