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:éumng old tires out of the
Rpuge River just {sn't enough

anymore,

‘Friends of the Rouge, an organ-
ization that sponsors such clean-
ups of the river every year, has
soma high-powered help now that
tho federal govornment has

stepped In,
iWith a federol. grant of more
than $125 miltion and moro ex-

ation. They have only known it as
a sower. But with the help of tho
fedoral government the Rouge will
onco again ba a place for boating,
swimming and fishing.”

) The difference bstweon this

effort and past

‘s that.rfur the first time, the pol.

lution crented when water dralns
from roads, lawns and down-
spouta will bo cxamined and ed-
dresscd on a hasinwide basis.
“We will help (citizens) undor-
stand how they’ve beon part of the

problem,” sald Wayne County
Public Works Director James
Murray, “(Thoy'll) have to change
thelr lawn care fertilizing moth-
ods, disconnect downspouts {that
flow into eowors) and discover dif-
ferent ways to dispose of hazard-
- ous houschold waste,”

Ridgway said that six billion
gallona of untreated sowage still
flow into the Rougo every year,
much of it when sewers that com-
bine sanitary and storm drain
functions exceed capacity during

heavy rains. )

Ergo, part of the project calle
for overflow holdIng tanks to be
built in Redford, Birmingham,
Boverly Hills, Southfisld, Bloom-
field Hills and five other citics.

Kuhn sald the overflow tanks
aro about a8 big ns football ficlds,
“The size of the tanks is pretty
big and awesome,” he said.

Coordinating all thia stuff will
bo a computer notwork called the
geographical information system,
which {s supposed to ennblo offi-

cials to compile statistical infor-
mation and generate computer
images thet can be used to predict
the eflects of rainfall on any give
area of the Rouge dralnage sys-
tem, It should also be able to
predict the effects of residents
disconnecting downspouts from
the sewer system.

The project is cxp_ectcd to take

‘Rouge cleanup spreads to include Oakland County :ﬁ

yeara. Maat of that is. expected to
come from the federal govern-:
mont, but no can be certain that
tho water (or dollara In this case)
“(on't bo cut off befors fruition
timo.

Another potential problem is, -
ing tho 48 it

0 .
and 1.6 million residents in the
Rouge busin to coaperate. “It's

hnically difficult. It's political-’

20 years to Murray
sald, and cost taxpoyers more
than $1 billion in just the firat 12

ly difficult. It's Institutionally.~
difficult,” said Ridgway. :

pécted to come, arca officials are
bént on cleaning the Rouge River
in & wido-angle approach that in- .
cludes communities from Bloom- M
field Township to Weatland,

Called tho Rouge River Nation-
al - Wet Weather Domonstration
Project. the venture sceks to bring
cleanliness to the Rouge by
spreading awareness and reten-
tion baains all aver the arca that
feeds the rivor,

“Thia is a great benofit to all
taxpayers,” said Oakland County
Drain  Commissioner Goorge
Kuhn. “It's fantastic!”

Theo first of ite kind in the na-
tion, this pilot project was pushed
through congress by representa.
tives William Ford, D-Ypsilanti
Township, and John Dingell, D-
Dearborn.

“We'ro not only fixing the prob-
1ems in our backyard, but we're in
the spotlight,” said James Mur-
ray, Wayne County public works
director. “Industrial countries
throughout the world will be
watching.”

‘The idea Is that every pollutant
dimped on the ground or in the
water all over the Rouge basin
will eventunlly get-into the river.
“All of us who live in the Rouge
basin live on the banks of tho
Rougo River,” said James Ridg-
way, one of tho projoct coordina-
to!
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Just clip the coupons and present them at the time of purchase and we will instantly
reduce the price of your selected merchandise from our already low clearance price.
Coupons good February 24th through February 28th, 1993.

e,

Obscrver & Eccentric commun-
itiea involved in the project aro
Bloomfield Hills, Bloomficld
Township, Birmingham, Beverly
Hills, Bingham Farms, Franklin,
Troy, West Bloomfield, Westland,
Farmington, Farmington Hills,
Livonia, Redford, Garden City,
Plymouth, Plymouth Township
and Canton Township.

. “For years the Rouge River has .
been perhapa the greatest waste of
' a major waterwoy in Amorice,”
said Wayne County Executive
Edward McNamara, who spoke at
a’meoting recently of moro than
200 repreaentatives of the 48 com-
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Audicnce members are being
sought for a Channel 50 show
catled “Straight Talk” to be taped
at 5 p.m. Friday, March 5.

The toplc will be “Raising
Drug-Free Kids: Advice for Par-
ents in the '90s."

The program will be aired 7
p.m. Soturday, March 6, Call 365-
7089,
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