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Enﬁearlng musical

Iymouth Theatro Guild presents “Fiddler

on tho Roof,"” 8 p.m. Friday, Feh. 26, and

Saturday, Feb, 27, in tho Water Tower The-
atre, 41001 W. Snvnn Mlle. on tho cnmpuu of the

Northville

tatls,

Jewish Ensemble Theatre
morican premicro of “Exile in Jerusalem,”
by Israch playwright Motti Lerner, 8 p.m.
Snturday, Feb. 27, at the Aaron DeRoy
Theatre in the Jewish Cummunlty Center, 6600
West Maple Road, Weat Bloomfield. Shows — 2
p.m. and 8 p.m, Sunclny. Fob. 28, 8 p.m, Wednea-

day, March 3, Thursday, March 4, and Saturday,
March 6. For tickets, call 788 2900,

Chamber concert

he Detroit Chamber Winds will presont a

concert 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28, at 5t,

Paul’s United Methodist Church, 620
Romee Street in Rochester, The concert is the
first performance in St. Paul's Artist Series. Tick-
ets aro $10 for adults, $7 for atudents and sentora.
For information, call 651-8361.

Joint concert
splring virtuosi of the Livonia Yo\lth Phil-

A hnrmunlc will sharo the epotlight with
igan’s oldest classical the
Scandinavian Symphony Orchestra, 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 27, at Churchill High School, Newburgh
Rond, between Joy and Ann Arbor Tml Livonia,
Tickets aro $7 per person, $15 for fnmily ticket, _

linist Mclody Wootton of Troy. For information,
call 532-3720.

George Burns Theatre

trect from the Grand Ole Opry, featuring 17

of Patsy Cline’s greatest hits, “Always. . .

Patsy Cline,” starring Kay Crowe as Patsy
Cline, and Tero Myara as Louise, a fan the singer
met on the road in her early days of touring.
March 5-7 at the George Burns Theatro for the
Performing Arts, 33330 Plymouth Road, Livania.
Tickets $24.60. Call Ticketmastor, 645-6666, or

the box office, 422-8200. There will be a $5 charge
for parking, $8 valet parking for this specinl event.

First Theatre Guild

irst Theatre Guild will present the musical
"Babea in Toyland,” 8 p.m, Friday, March

5, and March 12; matinee performances 2

p.m. Sunday, March 6, Saturday, March 13, and
Sunday, March 14 In Knox Auditorium, First

weekends through March 13, Cnll 349-7100 forde-

available at the door. Featured guest soloist is vio-,

® Folklorist Ella Jenkins will
be featured at the “Saturday
Fun for Kids” series at Oak-
land University’s Meadow
Brook Theatre on Feb. 27.

Folklorist and chil-
dren's recordlng att-
ist Ella Jenkins will
appenr aa port of the
“Spturday Fun for
Kids" scries 11 am.
Saturday, Feb. 27, at
Qakland University’s Meadow Brook
Theatre in Rochester Hilla, :

Seating is reserved, Tickets are $6
cach and ovaileble by calling 377-
3300. The concert will Jast nbout one
hour, and is not recommended for
children under the age of 3. Doors
open 10;30 a.m.

A regular guest on “Mister Rogers'
Neighborhood,” Jenkins has been
praised throughout her 36 ycars ns a
performer for her emphasls on active
participation and multi-cultural edu-
catfon. She knows songs, chants,
rhythms, gemes and dances from
many lands, and encourages audience
patticipation at her concerts.

Sho haa performed for children on
all seven continents, Including Ant-
arctica. In 1988, she traveled to Hong
Kong and the Pcnplos Repuhllc ol'
China ns part of an

v
"

at unlversities and children's agen-
cles,

To each performance she carries o
hog of small portable inetruronts, in-
cluding maracas, clave sticks, cas-
tenets and harmonicas.

“Snturduy Fun for Kide"” anncs also
pril 3 of

of the John F. Kennedy Cenwr fur the
Performing Arts.

In 1989, she traveled to the Soviet
Unlon and performed for the children
of Moscow and Kiov.

Jenking spends as much as 200
days a year on the rond. Only half
that time is spent pcrformlnx- the

“Hansel nnd Gretel by the Interna-
tional Puppet Place.

Here arc some other children's
events in the area,

The Jewish Community Center
with Tedd E. Bear Productions (sub-
sidlury company of Nancy Gurwin
the Lee Ahlin

other half is spent holding

and Philip Hnllmuaicnl “Beauty and
the Beast,” 12:30 p.m. kosher lunch-
con, 2 p.m. show, Sunday, Feb. 28 at
the Jowish Community Center, 6600
W. Maple Rox, West Bloomfield,
and 2 p.an. Sunday, March 14 at the
Jewish Community Center, Jimmy
Morris Build!nx. 16110 W. 10 Mile,
QOak Park.

Laura Buono of Rochester portrays
Beauty. The cost is $12.50 for lunch
and show, Cali 661-1000, Ticketmas.
tor, 845-6666 o1 Nancy Gurwin, 354-
0645 for reservations.,

The Cotton Candy Kids of North-
ville’s Historic Marquie Theatro will
bo presenting “Pooh Visits Story-

e

Fun concert:
Folklorist
Ella Jenkins
will perform -
at Meadow
Brook The-
atre’s “‘Sat-
urday Fun ..
For Kids Se-
ries"” on Feb,

land,”: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m, Saturdays,
Feb. 27 and March 6 and 2:30 pm.
Sunday, Fob. 28. Tickets are $5. Call
349.8110 for information. Tho theater
is at 135 E. Main Stroet, Northville.

Tho Youth Theatre of the Bloom-
field Playors will present J.R.R. Tol-
kien's “The Hobbit” 8 p.m. Friday,
March 6 and March 12, Saturday, *
March 6 and March 13, and 2 pam,
Sunday, March 7 and March 14 at the -
Andover High School theater, 4200
Andover Road, Bloomfield Hills.
Adult tickets, $7, students and sen- ;
lors $6. Tickets available at the dom
For information, call 433-0885.

Skilled cast fine music in ‘Wonderglass”

Donald Boker, principal aboist with
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, will
be the soloist at the next American
Artists Series concert, 3 p.m. Sunday,
March 28, ot Kingswood Auditorium,
Crunbmuk compus, 500 Lone Pine,
Bloomfield Hills. Tickets $12.60. For
information, call 851-6044.

BY ISABELLE JOHNSTON SMITH
BrECIAL WRITER

A near-copacity audience of over
350 hardy souls braved snow, sleet
and cold Sunday, Feb, 21, to witness
the American Artists Series world

remier production of singer, compos-
er, librottist Susan Bottl's work-in-
progress chamber opera, “Wondcr-
glass," at Ki

Alice) to while away their lazy week.
end rnoone picnicking on the
bonke of the Thames River in the
1860s. However, Botti's 20th century
ovocations of the “Queen of Hearts,”
the "Mad Hatter,” “March Hare,”
“Mock Turtle,” the "Ugly Duchess”
and Cook rely more on sharp wit and
biting satirc — and musical referenc-
8 to jazz, show tunes, choral reading,
recitative, scat, folk and ethnlc idi-
oms.

Full- of dissonances, minor keys,
unresolved chords, atonalities, com-
plicated rhythms, harmonic 4th and
Tths, and sudden strong, dramatic
shifts in scale, dynamics and tompi,
thin Is a lophlulicnwd but fairly

;liuiICranbmok campus in Bloomﬁeld
ills,
“Wnnderglnns" s based on the

Presbyterian Church, 1669 W, Maple in Birmj
ham. Tickets are $4 ench or $20 per family, at the
door. Scniors admitted free at the March 6 mati.
nee. Cnll 644-0356 for information.

d stories gentle
Oxford Don Charles Dodgson (Lewis
Carroll) related to tho three children
of his Dean (among them his favorite,

d, indeed.

When 9-year-old Cetly Baruh's
“Alice” asks — “would you tell me
please where I ought to go from hore?
and tho Chesire Cat answers — “that
depends a good ddal on where you
want to get,” Botti is ing up her

concept for “Wonderglass” — a cone
cept which'exglores the boundaries of
the 20th contury imegination uaing
Lewls' 19th 'éntury characters and
dialogue as veicles.

‘What resulis is a work full of irony,
wit, humor a3d (sometimes) tender-
ness, Notabl¢ among the songs are:
“Which Way!,"” “How I Love to Pluy
Croquet,” “Soup, Beautiful Soup,”
"'I‘he Mad Duchess’ Aria,” “Off with
their Hends,” “The Jabberwock,” and
the folk tunc-like concluslon “The
0Old Man atthe Gate.” Albeit most of
these are rot immediately “humm-
able,”

Botti and her talented cast — Di-
ane Kesslhg. mezzo-soprano; Keene
Benson, tetor 1; David Fry, tenor 2;
Sherman Jlmbn, bass-bariton; Cnrly
Baruh, Alite; Pablo Zinger, conduc-
tor, and Batti, soprano, assisted ably
by Americm Artist Series musicians
Joanne Fieeman, plano; Randsll
Hnwas, tranbone; Russell Mallare,

Stephon Molino, bass; Er-

vin Monroe, flute; Theodros, Oien,
clarinet; and Jane Rouusuu. bnrplst,
broke down the barrlers between real-
ity and imagination,’ dreams and .
nightmares, the ordinary and the sur.
real; between sense and nonsense,.
whimsy and menece, in a compelling ;
and vivid production.

The lack of costumes and scanery
wan of little note because tho cast’s
conaiderable singing and acting ekills
— abetted by a fine chamber orchea-
tra and conductor — were enough to'
ongago the imagination and the undi-
vided attention of the nudience,

As tho narrator intoned at the con-
clusion — “Mark this day with a’
white atonel” and a red letter] And
bravos! This was, in fact, a “brillig”’
afternoon.,

Isabelle Johnston Smith of Bir-*
mingham, a former professional sing-
er, serves on the Detroit Symphany
Orchestra Hall Volunteer Council
Board of directors, and on the boards.
of other area arts organizations,
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