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Cold day's
work: Above,
the mercury
stands
around 20
degrees
Tuesday as
firefighters
battle a blaze
at the Samu-
el Locke
House.

. Right, the
*house, which
" was severely
damaged by
the fire,
dates to
1881.
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Fire's debris:
Farmington
Hills fire- *~
fighter Phil '
DeWachter:
hauls a mat-
tress from
the burning
Samuel

Locke House
on 11 Mile
Road Tues-
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house kills dogs

By BILL COUTANT
STArF WeiTEr

A houso firo Tuesday was not
only a tragedy for tho owners of
the house, but for the community
in which it has stood for more
than n century.

Carol and Tearl Powell had
apent the last two years ropairing
and remodeling the historic Sam-
uel Locke House at 31620 11
Mile, only to see their efforts go
up in smoke. At about 1:40 p.m.
Tuesday, firefightera from sta-
tions 2 and 3 reaponded to the fire
that gutted the northwest section
of the houso and caused heat and
smoke damage throughout the
structure. The original wood
frame atructure was built in 1881,

A tearful Carol Powell paid sho
and hor husband were at work at
the time of the fire and her two
gons, ages 9 and 7, were in school.
But the family’s two dogs and
seversl other pets, including six
gerhils, were at home and per-
iahed in the fire,

Neighbors Doris Kangas and
Marge Sayles looked on in
stunncd disbelief a8 firefightera
took control of the smoky fire,

“It's certainly a taste of hell
avery timo you have & fire like
this,” Kangas said. “They worked
on that house for two years. And
the older boy really loved bis ani-
mals, I'm glad he wasn't here to

see this.”

A passing police officer spotted
and reported the fire, which was
in plain sight of the pelice and
municipal complex on the south
sideof 11 Mile. .

Deputy police chief Mirl Spen-
cer and JoAnn King, assistant to
the police chief, were discussing a
report when King apotted the fire.

“JoAnn said she thought the
house was on fire,” Spencer said.
“I made sure dispatch was aware
of it.”

Police closed about a 200-yard
streteh of 11 Mile in front of the
house and hooked up hoses acrosa
the road by the complex. Al-
though the temperature was 20
degrees, firefighters had to deal
with a wind-chill factor of minus
7 degrees. Fire Chief Richerd
Marinucei said only one fire-
fighter suffered injury, from
overexertion.

Flames were visible, lapping up
the west, rear wall through a side
window. Soot from smoke bor-
dered the front door and windows
of tho house, which ia white with
black shutters.

Marinucci said firefighters were
continuing their investigation to
determine the cause of the fire
Wednesday, An upstairs bed X
and family room were destroyed, .
and smoke nnd heat damage to
the interior was extensive, '
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Garago fire: Hills firefighters battle a fire in a gara,

Monday.

ge on Barfield at about 6 p.m.

It’s been a busy winter:
for firefighters in Hills

BY BILL COUTANT

BTAr? WRITER

° Farmington Hills firefightors
have had a busier-than-usual

winter despite stopped up cfforta
to educate the public about firo

hazards,
© A fire that started In ono trailor
ut tho Sunsot Trailer Park on
Grand River caused damage to
two nelghboring trailers Fob 17,
Firefightors from Station 3 re-
sponded to the fire at 9:56 a.m.
Officials suspect an open flamo in
tho trailer’s kitchen ignited paper
to cause the fire, which caused
heat to a trailer to its
north, including cracking two
windows, damaging 100 square
foet of paint and melting 30 feet of
skirting.

1t also melted a flexiglass win-
dow, 10 fect of skirting and win.
dow blinds on another trailer, A
woman living in the teallor that
cnught fire and her son were not
seriously injured.

On Feb, 21, firefighters from
Station 1 responded to a reported
utllity polo firo shortly after 11
p.m. an 10 Mile Road at I-275.

A 100,000 volt power lino pole
wan burning 20 feet from [ts top.
A Dotroit Edlieon supervisor ot~
dered power cut to the arcing line,
which Is disoctly overhead of I«
275 and M-102 northbound.

On Feb, 22, fuel stored in a
three-car garage at & residence on
Barfield ignited. Firofighters from
station 3 responded at 68 p.m. and
extinguished the fire.

Farmington Hills Fire Chief
Richard Marinucci sald the de-
partmont hes hed a lot of work
this winter, including some large
structure fires.

“Afthough I don’t have any
statistics to bear ma out, It seems
ko we've been to more fires in
the last two months than we have
been in previous years," Marinuc-
ci sald. “It’s still not as bad ns 16
years ago when we had a lot more
fires."

Marinucel said Tueaday’s fire
at the Locke houso across 11 Milo
Road from the City Hall, a sus-

araon at a house on Harlan
Drive and a New Year's Evo firo
at a housa on Wildwood stood out
a3 eapocially serioua,
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Womens & Mens Fall, Winter, Spring

PendletonShops

WAREHOUSE STYLE SALE

Quiality Clothing

(Sale prices do not apply to previous purchases or fayaways)
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