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Uniockmg the learning
Program helps special kids

BY LAnm' O'Commn

Sumn dnyn teachor Cindy Kncln
is o learning lockamith.

Kacin fe a teacherina dhtrict~
wide program for learning disabii-
ities, which includes 10 puplls in
grades three through five at
Flandora Elemcnury A lower ele-
mentary program for

abled program liu to got the stu-
sot~

nmpln, fcr !hone who have diffi-
cult; thera's o pro-

dents in a regular
ting. There are succoss aLorles,
Ono child went from the pro.
gram at Flanders to onoe for gilted
studenta at Eeglo Elementary.
Somo 25 porcent of the kids will
move on to the resource room,
whero thuyu able to be peﬂodl-
cally to a regu-

through grado thres is handled by
Nancy Brodrick st Forest Ele.
mentary.

The students may hnvu a dlﬂ"-
cult time with

lar classroom setting.

The other 75 percent, though,
will need aupport the rest of thoir
academic life.

S it thn support taku

such as reading, writing or re-
membering certain things.

“It's very challenging to try and
learn how any particular child
learns; each child is so different,”
Kecin said. “It's rewarding when
you can find a koy. It's llke you
have a wad of kuya and you're al-
ways wonderlng, ‘Which koy is
going to unlock their mind so
thoy'ro going to learn thia?'"

Added Brodrick, who's taught
children with learning disabilitics
for moro than 20 years: “I feel
many. times I'm filling In the
gaps, There's a missing link
gomewhere and I help ﬁnd it and
I'm helplng them move on.”

The goal of the leorning dia-
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Y
gram that allows them to draw
with thoir fingors.

In the past, learning disabled
hes nlso meant dealing with
mizconcoptiona, Ono of the most
common is that they'ro slow.

“I think other childron tend not
to underatand some of the prob-
lema these children have, that
these children have average or
above average intelligence,” Bro-
drick said. * . .. (The student)
may just nut plcking it up wlth-

1 learning

the form of

On this day, Kacin becomes o
caller in a reading bingo game. In-
stead of numbers, she calls out
words, The children identlfy the
ones listed on thelr cards,

In anothor instance, she draws
roofs over columns In o math
equntlan. Pupils are told they
need to borrow cookies from thc

Ighbor on the left to und
subtraction,

Then there’a “belly spelling,”
in which studenta each take a let-
ter and then etand together to
spell a word.

One time, Kacin asked a child
who was having difficulty pro-
nouncing words to plcture them
as being on a sllde flowing down-
wnrr‘d.
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for

Once in awaily tisere's wasing
on the playground. Kacin said it
might mean she'll go Into a regu-
lar classroom and talk with kida,

Otherwise, there's fow prob.
loma,

“Thoy're never next to a child
who has finished a test in 10 min.
utes and thoy're still on problem
threo,” sho said. “Al their wosk is
geared for what they can do,
They’re always in a win-win situ.
ation.

“They share in cach other's vic-
tories, They wouldnt et that in
other classrooms. . .

Kacin marvels at how bright
the children are in other ways,

“Some have o keen {nsight into
social thlnxu They'll see a situa-
tion other kids in the

learning disabilities have evolved.
So, too, kave the teaching tools.
Computer software has been
dcvcloped for children with visual
and percoptual problems. For cx-

clagsroom and thoy will come up
and tell me about it. They'll really
know what the motives wore.

“That takes a high degree of lu-
telligence.”

Speclal
project: .
Above, Stu-
dents Korriri
Edwards .
(left)and
Leslie Chas-:
ton work
with teacher.
Cindy Kacin
at Flanders :
Elementary.
At left, Carol
Azarplays
word games’
with Korrin
Edwards
(left) and
Melissa Sut-
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