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POINTS OF VIEW

Campaign restores people’s voice to government;

his past presidential campaign
: certainly had its share of memo-

rable aspects. Perhaps the most
significant of which was the emergenco
of an independent candidate with the
clout to get the attention of the politi-
cal establishment on both the Demo-
cratic and Ropublican sides, Never be-
foro has a renegade third-party candi-
date made the major parties dence and
shake like the little guy with the big
money, big ears and big ideas.

Ross Perot spoke in down-home
analogies and offered quaint, albeit
overly simplistic, solutions to Ameri-
ca’s problems. Ho did not gain either of
the registered votes in our house de-
spite his promise to talk turkey, get
under the hood, fish or cut bait, take
tho bull by the horns and dance naked
at the big party, if that’s what it's gon-
na take. That kind of blue collar, nitty-
gritty buzztalk just didn't really fit

with the $3 billion bankroll.

Nevertheless, Perot spoke the abso- |
lute truth with clarity on one major is-- |
sue: I the people of America want tholr
country back, they've got to take it
back,

If Perot does nothing else in his po-
litical life beyond getting that simple
messago out to the masses, he still has
done more good than most politiciens
will do in a lifetime. That basic con-
copt of government of, by and for the
people had all but perished from ne-
glect. The political machine was fueled
by corruptions and solf-interest, and
an apathetic population was doing
nothing more to stop it than crying in
their beer. ’

Most people think the single vote
doesn’t count and the single voice isn't
heard. They believe the g ing pro-

true, then it is because tha peoplo of
this country have let it be true. An apa-
thetic public has solidly proven the
adage; “Nobody can take advantage of
you without your permission.”

The timo to take our country back
has como and there is atrong evidence
ofith ing right here in our own

cess is the exclusive province of spe-
cial-interest groups. If this is indeed

community. An incredible grass-roots

notwork has begun petitioning fora

proposal to provide property tax ro-
lief and school finance reform. The
Olmstead/Kearney network is mmade up
of people from all walka of life and eco-
aomic backgrounds who share an inter-
est In the future of our state and the -
future of our children. Most
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The of this t
obliterate all boundaries of geography,
economy, age, race and political party
affiliation. Its unity comes from its di-
versity. It is the easence of the demo-
cratic ideal o!" the greateat good for the

ly they share a commitment to availing
themselves of the democratic procesa
to have thelr collcctive voice heard and
will done. .

‘The primary eloment to this remark.
able restaration of the vox populi,
which would make Perot very proud, is
the organization of grass-roots volun-
teers who are giving time, talent and
energy to a causo thoy believe in. These
peoplo are not sitting back, waiting for
our elected officiala to send thess vital
issuea to political purgatory. They are
moving forward in ever-increasing *
numbers to gain sugport for their
cause.

Whether you see this as just another
itlon drive or as a recl fonofour
fundamentalist rights, you can be sure
Perot was right on the mark when he
said we had te stand up and speak out.
Sometimes the “little guy” does have
something important to say.
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Gary Belanger, a Redford Township
resident, is a school board trustee and
works as a real estate sulesman, To
leave a message for him from o touch-
;cg;co phone, dial 953-2047 mailbox

Parents will balk over MEAP test design in’97

UESTION: When I reviewed

our MEAP test scores this

year, I concluded our school

district Is golng backward.
For years our math and rerc'hng
scores were In the 89 to 94 1 exoont
rango on the MEAP test. Now wr»
MEAP math and reading scores are in
the 30 and 40 percent range. Some of
tho poorer school districta in Michigan
have scores of 15 and 20 percent on the
MEAP. One poor district had a score of
10 percent in math. My neighbor is
desperate. Her son, a “C-plus” student,
did not pass the MEAP and may not
get:n stato endorsed diploma. How can
e, Grpins student not pasa a basic skills
tgmi? Is it truo that failure to pass the
test aftor '97 means a student won't
ovengeta diploma?

~ANSWER: The easy out, for mo, is
o tell you the now MEAP is different
than the old MEAP basic skills test. It
ih no longer a test of basic skills but an
¢asential skills test that measures stu-
dents’ higher level thinking and prob-
1bm solving skills,

1*At this point I should drop the sub-
ject, because if [ attack the test, it wilt
gound like the same old teacher/educa-

tor syndrome, making excuses for poor
gtudent achievement, But I won't drop
the subject because thero is something
jrrational going on! .

One school district in thia readership
area in which I was a central office ad-
ministrator had MEAP scores in or
above the 95 percent range prior to the
new MEAP.

Now in 1992-93, their MEAP scores
are in the 40 to 50 percent range. That
means only 40 to 50 percent passed the
10th grade “cssential” math and read-
{ng skills scctions on the new MEAP.

Yet that same district has about 76 .

The new MEAP is a product of the
leadership in The Nati Council of

percent of its ing class
cach year for coilege und university ad-
d are

Teachers of Math, tho National Read-
A

miesion, and most of their
in college/universities that require
high SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)
scores.

Quallty district

This doesn't add up. How can 76
percent of o quality achool district’s
student population score high enough
on a tough college entrance tast and yet
not pass a 10th grade basic skills (es-
sential ekilis) test? SomethingIs
wrong!

ing iation (and their state affili- .
atos), college professors and somo
Michigan teachers. These are profes.
sionals who made a tremendous leap of
faith that says all kldg in a country

that ad a Y
systom will be higher lovel thinkers.
It's not going to happon.

Sometimes I think theso leaders
have been in the ivory tower too long,
or have been teaching advanced math
clasoes at the high school level too long
to romember who ahows up for the

| of Research and Evaluation and Test-

remedial, slow learner clasaes.
It ia common knowledge that the
once nationally respected Department

ing in the Department of Education
has beon dismantled. What was left are
curriculum peoplo (as I was) who
dream of the ideal.

Item difficulty

Someone in Lansing should help
those in charge of the MEAP grasg the
basic test construction concept of tom
Difficulty, That is, if 70 percent of a*
normal student population misses a
specific question, the question s sus-
pect — and nceds to bo studied ang
rovised, .

Has any predictive validity been
made? I heard r st, so I'll make my pre-
diction,

Prediction: If MEAP scores don't go
up, watch for a major change of heart
among our legislators who supported
the test as a vehicle to mandate a state
curriculum,

Picturs Representativa Jones ina
quality, collego-bound student school

district in Oakland or Wayne County.
It {s going Into 1997 when those stu-
denta who don't pass the MEAP don't
got a diploma, Say that only 50 percent
of the student population in one of his
quality districts passes the MEAP, .
meaning 50 percent don't get a diplo-
ma, . )
Parents will tear thoir leglslator's
eysballs out and it's a feeding frenzy
for lawyers, '
Tho now MEAP was developed with !
all the right intentions, Many school __
districts are setting up highly intensi-
fied afterachool experiences for those -
who haven't mastered the MEAP, In-
stead of just moving them an through ¥’
the system. Japan has done this for B
years in its after-school, Juku classes, '
But 60 to 70 percent of a quality high'*
school population not recoiving some '7"
type of a diploma in 1997 is insanity. "
A
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James “Doc" Doyle, a former teach
er/school adminiatrator/university in
structor, is prc':fdcrgt ofpoyle eqd As-

an
firm. To leave o message for Doyle /mm; =
@ touchtone phone, dial 953-2047, mail- -
box number 1856,

il

,

LETTERS

Who opened door?

Clinton forgets

r. Clinton's Message to Congress and

God in our lives.

From ths beginning of this nation we declared
. with a firm relianco on the pro-

freedom . .

him I auggested the one issue he loft out is —

Mr. Clinton’s
ty and the nation hes an inspiration from the
nation's founders for each of us to have a faith, -

Py

is sad. Qur i

K, who the hell left the closet door open?

Anthony Brehler, Livonia worship together and in private, to love Ged and* *

accept God's love and love our neighbor. .
Paul Kuebler, Birmingham

tection of divine providence . . . ", and in 1954
by an act of Congress “under God" was added to
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

M the Nation was all inclusive on eco-
nomic and soclal issues, Wo wish him

well and support his sincere effort. In a lotter to
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.themagicis
Pilobolus
. March5&86 i

*As zany astli Marx Brothers, as clever as Houdinf] encting

structures on-stage thal are closer to sculpture thatf’donce.”
i, ~Newsweek i

Hubbard Street Dance,
© April2&3
(ft.:f:hui{\g the chorepgraphy of Tu

bband ‘Siseet, Dance
¢ 1o dance

TWO WEEKS ONLY
STEAM CARPET CLEANING *16 PER ROOM*

1993 will be a year of change. Many cconomists predict
interest rates will rise. If your home mortgage interest
rate {s above 9%, you may save thousands of dollars by
reflnanclng. Call today before rates go up. It's in your
best interest.
r

#

Also, $39 doans a &' sofa or two chalrs
Sove on our economical steom clearir thet works well on lighily soifed corpets.
For medium or heavily soiled carpots our premium shampoo plus steam process is
availabla for only $10 more per room. Sava on stoirs, halls, ond other areas, loo.
Savs ofso on quality upholstery dearing. Our certified technigans con cleon the
most delicats fabric becauss wo maich the method of deaning to your particular
materiol. There s no exira chorge for dry-cheon only fobrics.
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* Up to 40% discount ot alngle

CALL. * Preferred seating % Ficket 3

1-800-72FIRST

Call 948-0001, Monday through Friday from 8 am. ta 5 p.m,,
o Satueday from 8 a.m. 10 3 p.m. for on oppointment.

ICAL EXAMPLE: 30 year Nxed rate loan Duard on $30.000 morigage Coll now. Offer ends March 13.
and yraenis of 6348.60. The quoted APR
Alscoun s, and 7 year
yeae memortization.
mmount 9203,150. Ralea and polnte subject o
* (One year sdjustable rate mortgage] toay

'M’n‘mlud«Hlmﬂuumlrwdwfummbﬂmnlnbm'md
ot v5bobtay et s o st e o, Ak chot oo sl picrs 0 st nd
Oriestel rugs. Rooms aver 250 q. f, ond combined g/ dising oo couct s tws of mar rooms.
Mlhmd&ﬁuddamluuﬁmddm&bpknnllmﬂn,mdﬁmdh&u
Yooz bock cushioen, safs ovee &' end outiing erear. .
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