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So many calls for action,
so few common crusades

By Doua PUNKE |
Srarr Whrres

Prosident Bill Clinton has
called for a national on

T HE

PRESIDENT’S

his economic recovery proposals.

test of our program cannot simply
be — what's in it for me? The
question must be — what's In it
forus?”

But han our soclety become so
divided that consensus fan’t pos-
sible? Does the mere fact that ad.
vocacy groups have arisen on be-
half of senior citizens, children,
urban interests, welfare rights,
women's issues and minorities,
among others, mean that a na-
tional focus {a unattainable?

It's possiblo to come together,
apparently, but it takes a special
set of circumstances to make it
happen.

Something ltke a crisis, said
Jacqueline Scherer, a 1ol
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Causes unite us

Donald ¥, Fracassi, has served
as mayor of Southfield for more
than two decades.

“Proper leadership can make
the country coms together like
during Desert Storm,” he said.
“Americ-ns have come together

" when they wanted to succead like

(putting 8) man on the moon.

“In national hurts like earth-
quakes In Californis, and the
Caroli when a hurrl hit,

professor at Oakland University
in"Rochester. And she believes
fva're there now,

i “What good does it do senior
citizens to protect their interesta
if there's so much decline there's
fio money for Social Security?”
Scherer projected,

s “Students graduating today
have very little chance of getting
as good a job as their parents.
Middle claza income, real income
with allowancs for Inflation, han
declined eince '74.”

peopls did without to send mon-
;ly'; clothes, food. That was across

83,
1 find for the most part, people
are self-centered and selfish to a
degree and care only about the
world they’re (n,” Fracassi aaid.
“However, 1 still believe that
acroes the line young people, old
people, the middle class, the
wealthy will come together . . . if
they have a reason.”

And Clinton blew it In Fracas.
&i’s oyos when the president firet

said familles with income in ex-
cens of $200,000 would take a big
economic hit, then changed his
mind to $100,000,

Too many special interests?

Trustwo ess is the key,
concurs Sylvia A. Kozorosky-
Wiacek, director of the senior re-
sources department in Westland
and a former Wayne-Westland
School Board member.

“I believe with all of my heart,
that if you're honest, up-front and
believe {n what you're doing, it
will work,” she sald. “You've got
to have facta and figures to ahow

it

“You can't got off the track,”
Kozorosky-Wiacek sald. ‘‘Before
you make s commitment, you
have to study It and know what
you're saying.

“You have too many special in-
terest groups,” she said, “Yeu'll
never hit 100 percent consensus. 1
think you do well to hit 50 percent

and ahove, :
. "I think people are jumping to

conclusions and making rasl

judgments before it happens,” she
said of Clinton's plan. “I bolieve
wo have to start L A

percentage you're not going to
please no matter what.”

Botsy Weih), chairwoman of the
Micl Coalition for' Children
and Families, & volunteer advoca-
¢y group, dos=n’t think the rules
of the game will ever change.

By CASEY HANS
BTAFY WhITZIR

Local experts beliove Presi-
dent Bill Clinton's hands-on
approach and his new econom-
ic plan will impact government
— in ways both good and bad.

Karl Gregory, Oakland Uni-
voraity professor of economica
and mansgement, sald Clin.

tho public as the new president
-.goes on the road to sell the
‘American people on his eco-
nomic plan.

“Clinton . . . = going direct-
1y to the peoplo,” he sald. “And
he'a not going just anywhere —
he's 'golng to ths troublo

apots.’

. Clinton's plan calls for in-
creased social programs, budg-
et cuts and new taxes on in-
‘come and energy to decreaso a
Dburgeoning federal deficit. But
Clinton sald ho must also go
back i i

ton's approach has revitalized i 4= ¥

‘Government by the people’
is subject to interpretation

T8 E
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a PLAN

The
role of
pvernment

power s a conatantly new crop
of olected officials rely more
and more on them. .

An fnvolvsd public will kesp
tho presaure or, he o

Farmington Hills city coun-
climan and Democratic activist
Aldo Vegnozzi belleves Clin.
ton's style “is making a differ-
once,” cspecially at the state
and federal levels. Locally,
Vagnozzi has recommended
that his awn clty council use a
call-in “public comment"” seg-
ment during cablecast city

on
colling for & middle class tax
‘cut.

Oakland County economist
‘Patrick Anderson, uePlnr‘poll-

council ings to
involvement.

“You're going to see more
and more reflection by public
nmdu’h with the Increased

-cy analyat for the
‘Center, is worried that Clin-
“ton's about-face on thoss cam-
‘paign promises will leed to a
-distrust of government and
-Jess involvement.

> “What he has done in the
“firat 60 days is do more to dam-
‘age the trust in government
‘than I've seen since Richard
‘Nixon,” Anderson said. “It bes
“the affect of tamishing govern-
ment ot all lovels.”

“Term limits

< Gregory said public {nvolve-
‘ment will be necessary In
“Michigan because term limita-
Ttion for elected officials was
approved last Novombcr. Paid
-ataffers will hold much mora

added. “And that's good.”

Getting involved can mean
everything from writing to leg-
islators to attending moetings
and voting.

John Farabaugh of Canton
Township is one of those who
has gotten involved. Farabaugh
2ald he “voted for the first time
in a very long time” in Novem-
ber and {8 hopeful about a fu-
ture under Clinton's leador-
ship, “Since tha race started, I
folt it was really timo to get in-
volved,” Farabsugh said. " it's
about time something is done.
Our country is in bad shape.”

Vagnozzi stressed he doesn't
sce Clinton's plan as a “retum
to the '70s” and big sccial
spending. “The money lsn't

Law enforcement
and goneral
govemment
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there and be has to apply some
:ﬁl t{ ta reducing the debt,” ho

Blueprint for expansion?

Keith Edwards, state chair-
man of the Michigan Libertarl-
an Party, which espousos less
governmant, disagrees.

“This seems to be a blue-
print for expansion, of govern--
ment and power,” he sald, add-
ing that some of Clinton's phi-
losophies atlow government to
“snoop into amall businesses™
and “virtually stick s gun in
thefr ribs” by adding taxes and
restrictions. .

Gregory said that although
such conservative philosophy
haa become popular, he doesn’t
buy it. .

“There's a new conventional
wisdom that the government
that governs least governa
best,” he said. “But govern-
ment can't juni ait on the side-
lines, It has to make suro
there's an oven playing field
internationally.”

He believes the government
should take a leading role in
health care, the welfare eystem,
international relations, taxing
and [nfrastructure. “We've bad
aver a decade of not recogniz-
ing what the challenges are
. . . and sweeping them under
the tug,” he added.

People, cities related

Pat Sharp of the Livonia
League of Women Voters said
the 1 o supporta many of
Clinton’s proposals including
access to health care, equitable
taxstion and preserving the en-
vironment. She sees Jocal gov-.
emment improving with Clin-
ton's ideas, “As people are bet-
ter off, a0 will the city be,” she

added.

Mike Claus, former Presi-
dent of the AFSCME local
whick represonts workers in-
Garden City, sald it's too carly
to analyze the impact of the
president's plan in his city.
“He hasn't been in there long
enough for any of his policies
to come into effect,” he aaid.
“Only time will tell.”

In Plymouth, Mayor Robert
Jones eald the city has given
fodsral representatives a wish
list of projects which include:
repaving Plymouth Road,
funding for a new library and
help with the city's downtown

talization efforts,

Federal funding for any of
_ thess would have & positive im-
pact on the city and its opera-
tion, he sald, although little
detail is known about Clin-
ton's plan and thus, little is
knawn about the actual lmpact
on local cities,

“If 1 could tell you that, I
:;‘uld walk on water,” he add-

“You're never not going to have
competition for resources, Choic-
es mean competition,”” she said.

“It's going to take a lot of un-
derstanding of each other's agen-
das, guts by policymakers to
make hard cholces, and a lot of

ess , grass.
roota folks, to coms into the arena
and tall poll ors what they
want them to do,” Weihl sald.

The Rev. Chuck Sonquist, pas-
tor of St. Matthew’s United
Methodist Church [n Livonia,
says he was brought up by his
parents to make a difference.

Divisive individualism

gaid. “A unique kind of thing our
wountry has not shared by any
other culture, I know, is individu-
aliam,

“I had a professor in the semi-
nary from Germany and he would

say n his own unique way, ‘The
trouble with you Americans is
you're always looking for either/
or. In Europe, we're looking for
both ends.”

We can come come together,
Sonquist said, “only at times
where we ses the threat is suffi.
clent.”

. And that time is now, he said, *

“We're finally getting the scales
o;I our eyea. The precipitous m
of indebted t

ment va. prevention.
“We have to find a way for the
darel and th + o lorad

6 P
class to hear each other,” Son-
quist said. “If they don't hear
each other, they can't form con-
senaus."”

“We nsed leadership becauso
there's 80 many voices clamoring
to be heard,” Scherer said, “Part
of thio reason wo're so fractious is
there's & ;u‘xilen! distrust of xgy-

kill us. The other ares is the
‘health care thing."”
Sonquist sees duh biggest clu‘h
b t!

ig
business, partly becauso wo know
more about them.

“And issues have become so

tods

haves and have-nots regardlesa of
#ge, Fracasai finds that senior cit-
izens arc espocially in their
concerns.

- Scherer perceives 3 different
agenda between people recelving
economic benefits and children’s
needs. Wethl sces the struggle in
soclal services as between treat-

lex it's possible for anyone
to ergue any five sides of an is-
aue,” she eald.

But that’s the Anférican way,
said Willlam Macauley, chairmon
of the poliiical scionce depart-
méent at Oakland University.

_“I¢ concensus i ynanimity, it's
never going to happen,” he said.
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50% off all sale coats at Neiman Marcus.

Three days only. Starting today.

The groundhog had it ight. You're due for more
chilly weather before this season is through. So come
to Neiman Marcus and save on an impressive
seleciion of coats and outerwear assembled from
NM stores across the country. Save 50%* on
coals and outerwear for worr;en. Bul hurry,
becauso il may seem like winter lasts forever

in Michigan, but this sale ends Wednesdoy.

*Off criginal prices. lntecim markdowns may have beon 1ohen.
Selocied meechands

iva only. All urs labetod ko thow country of ongin.

Prior seaion’s merchandise may be included.
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The Somsrset Collection 2705 W. Big Baaver Rood Troy 313-643:3300




