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SHOPPING CENTERED

Places to find
the one of a kind

Like many of us, Lynn Baker of Grossc Pointa
tates hand-crafted ble art. Fi

ly, the Datroit nrea teems with creativo and artis-
tic designern of jewelry, clothing and accessoriea.
And there are stores that represent internationally
known artista whose works can be worn, as well as
framed.

Baker, a former Center for Creative Studies stu-
dent, seoks out unususl deafgne, “It's nice not to
have cookie cutter things,” she says. Shopping at

. Royal Oak’s Maggle & Mo boutique, Baker

" bought a one-of-n-kind tapestry purse by Debble

: Eggert of Commerre Township.

* The Victortan-look purse deaigns are crafted of
pastel and jewol-toned woven tapestries with silk
cord atraps, “I uso antique buttone and bits of
Jjewelry to decorate the bags,” says Eggert. Thoy
‘are further adorned with brocade ribbon and lace,
ond all are generously fringed. Look for them ex-

~ clusivaly st Maggic & Mg, 325 8, Washington,

* Royal Oak ($60). .

~ Megglo LuForvest of Plymouth, the innovative
clothing designer and proprictor of the Maggle &
Mo shops in Royal Oak, downtown Plymouth and
Harbor Springs, works out of her basement studio
creating fun, contomporary fashions with uninhi-
bited uso of color ond pattern. Her designe aro
mostly ono-size-fits-nll free flowing dresses, skirta
and pants in feel-good fabrica. Her artful combi-
nations of prints and liberal uge of button, laco
and ribbon trims add unique etyling to her crea-
tions.

Amy Lichtenstoln was
in town visiting from Chi-
cago whon I saw her browsa-
ing ot Meggie & Me.
Seems her friend Marla
Wolf, o Bloomfield Hills
resident, ie a “walking ad-
vartisement” for Moggio's
line of clothing, and Amy
was impressed. “She has
very unique things,” said
Amy, admiring tho collec-
tion. “It all looks so com-

- ) fortable and you won't sco

everyono clse wearing your outfit.” Pictured are

picces from the new spring line.

Under African Skies

:|. 1fyouhaven't been to JC Ponney Northland

<] % recently, you're missing the retailer's collection of

* African-inapired clothing showcasing local Afro-

_ centric cultural deslgners. Responding to a grow-

> ing demand from consumers, Penney searched out
I‘::al indlvidunls to create its vibrant and exciting
shop.

Detroit native Pamela D, Jones combines Afri-

can batika and Kente prints with fluid styling to

. creato her lino of fashions for “Sisters With Atti-
tudea Today.” Annotto Shlolds of Artworks lnc.
displays her versatile caftans, ideal for loungewsar
or dining out. Carric Pasha designa hnts out of
her studio in Detroit, including tho popular Kufi
hat and Nefertiti crown. Another talonted local
artist ia Maria Hildroth of Design Scope. Her
1ine Includes veats and euthentic African coordi-
ni

ates.

Also look for Shannon Rivers scarves and
Sharon Brynnt’s swing coats in thia spirited new
shop, The ultimate goal, according to morchandis-
ing manager, Murphy, is to include local
designera in Penney's new catalog collection of Af-
rican-inspired fashions, Influences. .

‘Wearable Art

When contemplating the content of this column
1 folt compolled to include the work ot Art Deco
master Erte, For almost a century, Erte’s artwork
dramatically influenced the worlds of fashion, the.
ater and fine art, His Art to Woar jewelry collec-

tion, created excluaively for Circle Gallery, cap-
tures the essence of his drawings from the '20a and
'36s, often inspired by his famous Harper's Razaor
cover designs, Each plece is hand-crafted in preci-
ous metals and semi-precious stones, and is hi| gh-
1y collectible.

Circlo Gallery in the
Somersot Collection ex-
hibita some stunning piec-
ea from the Erto collec.
tion, including “Beauty of
The Beast,"” a limited odi-
tion pendant worked in
blua topaz, amethysts and
diamonda ($7,850).

Also of Interest to fine
art aficionados are the art-
ist's pins ($22-$60), M.C.
Escher aky and water silk

. tios ($35), and ancient
jewelry designs at thn DIA Museum Shop in the
Somerset Colloction. . i .
Linda Bachrack is o Birmingham resident, To
leave her column ideas, please cali 953-2047, Ext.
1889, from a touch-tone phone.

Room at the top
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Businesses draw o
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Rochester’s Main Street.
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The Second Story: Business people who appreciate vintoge
charm are naturals for the older buildings above and near

By SUBAN DEMAGGIO
» BTATY WRITER

on Pierco Street.

n downtown charm

In the offices above and beyond Main Street, savvyy -
business people enjoy the ambicace of downtown loca- -y
g:  tions without the pocket-pinching street-lovel rents. ;!

Most shoppera are too intent look-
ing into Main Street shop windows to
ever look up and beyond, but a whole
different world of business goes on

upstairs,
* “Where elso but downtown Bir-
mingham can you have a cup of cap-
puccino delivered on s lace doily at 3
p.am.?” asked Dorothy Paley who runs
" her interior design company from an
office nbove Barbara’s Paper Bag

“‘I love being downtown. I

House, o design stucio within a deco-
rated home, is another example, cli- -
ents find them. At Half-Way Down.—.
The Stalrs, a children’s book ahop =3
off Main Street, thelr marketing plan
brings customers to them.” o
Khallil said a good marketing plan ».+
is one that gives the customer more
than he or sho expects, distingulshes

its merchandise from the rest of the 11}
world’s, demonstrates product knowl- !:
edge, and provides profesaional pres- !/
entation of ita products and services. .

Fran Toney, director of the Cham-
ber of Commerce in Plymouth, said

like the
1ding. 1 second story space in Plymouth and

rooms in Roy:

Troy.”"

\ 1 style of my buildi

like belng closo to the fabric work-
al Oak and Berkley. I
need to be near tho Design Center in

Mary Bush, associate brokes with
Tt B in Farmi;

the Old Village is rented as apart-
menta with a fow exceptions. !

**The Arta Council has offices
abave Fred Hill’s and one office has
been rented by a professional photo- '
grapher,” she said.

said some businesscs are natural
izhbora to a d bunt

Known to customers as “Birming- .

district.

“These are companies that don't
havo much foot traffic or older com-
penies with thelr center of influence
in the downtown area,” she said.
*“The older buildings attract artiots
and architects who appreciate their
charm and character of design and sct
up studios here. Also, attomeys and
financial pl like to

ham's Best Kept Secret” tho 870

Bowers Building south of the down*
town business district s hometo
Margie Cockle, an interior designer;  :
artists Blalr Reed and Robert Demp- 1+
wler; Travel Headquarsers, & fall-son 1
vice travel agency specializing in trav-;
3 dations for the physically ;7
challenged, the Studlo on Side Street ;'
hair salon, and Char’s, an upusual
gift boutique. i

& business sence.”

old, downtown homes into business
affices. These rents are less expensive
than the prime retail spota along the
‘main thoroughfares, Good deals from

o Barbara léhn!lvll, of the Rncl:egtzr

“We'vo got businessea dedicated to .,
personsl service,” said Char Schul- , .2
man, owner of the boutiquo and salonT™
within the building, “When custom- :
ers dlscover us they spread the word."~

Kivi-Deaa Ltd. is south of the Bif-"

ham Theatre on South Wood-

pl

said rents off Main Street are roughly
20-percent less than those on the
main drag. And to succeed, retailers
need to have a definite marketing

an.

“Some busincsses prefer to bo off
Main Street because they build their
own traffic,” she sald, “The Dandy
Lion, an unusual gift shop, opened
off the heart of the busineas strip

. with a dynamite concept that brings
people to her door. The Chapman

path, SInce September the little- 2
known shop has offered designer fab- -
rica and sorvices without the need for-:
a designer.

“No ano else daes what we do,”
sald co-owner John Dean who was
formerly a deaigner in Grosss Poln!
“Wo have the workroomto make bed,
spreads, slipcovers, draperies — any- :
uﬂng'l”ar a home In the designer
lines.

ward, a hit off the shopper’s beaten ::

BY SUsAN DEMAGGIO
Brars Wamx

1t could easily be called “Bras 'R
Us,” but Harp’s Lingerio in down-
town Birmingham prefers its old

shop in Hamtramck to stops in Fern-
dale, Unive.al Mall, within Chu-
dlk’s, and now to 265 8, Woodward in
Birmingham one year ago.

“I have the largest selection of bras
in Michigan,” she said. “Size 82 to
66, Daublo A to H. That includes 85
different lines of bras, slips and un.
derwear, And most of them wre in

stock ot all times, We're the bra pros. |
y‘;‘m proud of the service we pro-
o

Harp and her staff of soven cor-

strong nursing bras, and we've in-
stalled & ramp at the front door to,
make it easier for women in wheel-
chalra to shop here,” she said. “Sever-
el local physiclana have sont their pa-;
tienta to us for a marvelous bra we
sell, The Bock Up Bro. Thia bra sells
{or $23 and is sought by women with
shoulder pain, chest pains and bur-! 2555,

Bra shop carries the correct corset

name. uuehnl(vlzhp ?lg wear eo:gen Inlu:plns i iaundersd, according to Jan, s Harp’s
on their lapels) personally assist eve- | corsetler.
wome;nglluh?ntg:i? ‘;‘s'"”td 1y customer with the eelection and ™
edml:m tore ural u‘ proper fitting of 1a brassiere. ; d:"Adr‘;? ngao‘u;;l n(&v;:dbe lneuvm}'in:n
She moved her store seves mes e r but line tead,” sho
“We cater to women who've had: br
over the past 46 years from hor flrst oo homtes, women who need sdvised. “A bra should be hand

sitis, It has extra-wide shoulder
straps and bullt-in back supporas.”

A bra lasts four to aix months do-
pending on how often it's wom and

washed or machine-washed on the
gentle cycls to presorve the elasticity
and shape. It's best to own sovoral
and alternats their use.”

Harps is opened Monday through
Saturday 9:30 am., until 6 p.m.
Thuruday evenings until 8:30 p.m. In-
quiries aro welcome by calling 642-

TUESDAY, MARCH 2

CANCER BENKFIT

Groat American Lock Up, © a.m, to 4 p.m. Through
Friday, March 5, For $25 donation intores!

panta can 1ssue wamsnt for

THURSDAY, MARCH 4

FASHION SHOW
Neiman Marcus shows the bost of its spriag collec-
1lon n 3 3oris of six shows Saturday, Cotlec-
ton rotunda. 2 p.m. snd 7 p.m. Friday, Morch S at 2

and 7 p.m. Sat 3 6at 1ond4p.m. No
foe, but soating Is limited. R.S.V.P, Trends
Inchude nautical denims,

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

._FRIDAY, MARCH S

SEMINAR . .
Designer GA Tereruio wil advise biides-to-be on cre-

Sting thelr own

1-8pm.

headpleces.
on March 20 from 10 8.m. to 5 pm. at
Livonla.

Jocobson's Laure! Park Place,
Dowrtowr:

Jacobsons.
6446900,

PASHIONLUNCHEON |
The tiz Clatboma Store. Saating kmite2. Resecva-.
Uons necossary.

tary hunch and tzahion

. Compliment
show. Evory fiest Friday. Noonto 1 p.im.
Somerset Coliection. Big Baaver/Coolidge.

SATUROAY; MARCH 6

Romote cor races. Co-sponsored by
Parka and Recroation

West Bloomfield
1-3p.m, $4 foe

per entry. Threa age-groups, Center court. Registra-

100 necessary,

Crosswinds
Mas. QITI.!!WM

OFINING
Thae Bread Wainar opent its bskery doors at noon.
shoppors, Specialres

Mufn and bread

samples for

Downtown
4591017,

SUNDAY, MARCH?

Brunch catersd by Sebastian's G¢fl hoon to 2 p.m.
performance faatures Michigan's finest clas-

sical muskians n concert. $20 per person. Tickots
b clorgo Co- by WQRS.

Proceeds benefit DIA and Canter for Craative Studies

music program, . e

Somersat Cooction, Blg Beaor/Toodge,

6494348, .

TEEN DESIMNER
Susan Besairo brings her west-coast spring colaction
to Jacobson's nior fox |
Ing. 1.4 p.m. Casusl woar with funky and femiaine
touchas,
Groat Daks MaX, Universiy/Livornois. 65 1-6000.
STORY HOUR
1 p.m. Grand Court. Stores read aloud 1o pres-
choolers,

Faiane Town Conter. Michigan/Southiield.
5833330 ’

Mail “Added Attroctions™ news items o Susan
DeMMaggio, Observer & Eccentric, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham 46009 or fax them to 644-1314. To
azsure publication, they muat be reccived two
weeks in advance of the event. .




