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¢ admit it. We've been kind of fence-
w sitting when it comes to this clock
tower flap that has some Farming-
ton folks pretty wound up these
days. We see both sides.

When wo hear people criticize the plan that
would put a 28-foot clock tower near the Ma-
sonic Temple on downtown Farmington's main
corner, we find it casy enough to agree with
thom.

However, there is another nldu as stated by

bers of the D t Au-
thority Board and other city officials. Their ar-
guments have merit, too.

Now, the clock tower is probably a done deal.
Check out that comer next year about now, and
you'll know the time — assuming the clock
works and is accurate.

. The DDA Board has backed the plan and re-
iterated that support. Officials and business
people seem solidly behind it.

But after hearing some anti-clock people
apeak up (Yes, they finally opened up after
weeks of writing letters to the Observerl) at
Tueaday morning’a DDA meeting, we might
just be leaning o bit more to their side.

By speaking up (and coaxing responses from
board mombers and others), they saw to it that
the issuc got some badly nceded public discus-
sion,

Some anti-clockers are sonior citizons, the
kind who put on their gym shoes and do a lot of
walking through the old town. Some just don't
want the Farmington vista to change — over.

A done deal?
‘Take anti-clockers seriously

Thoy tend to get all teary-eyed over the Mmu-
ic Temple,

But there are more practical considerations.
Farmington councilwoman JoAnne McShane
brought up a good point: You'll see very few
clocks in big shopping malls, she said at the
DDA meeting. The good merchants there don’t
want you thinking that it's time to go home.
They want you spending and epending and
spending some more in their stores.

Well, downtown Farmington is sort of a fresh-
air mall that's open to auto traffic. The econom-
ic well-being of the old shopplug district should
be Job 1 for the DDA.

Just about everybody agrees that Farmington
needs something that will draw peoplo in and
loosen their purso strings. There's really no an-
chor store, unless it's the venerable Civic The-
ater.

An anchor store is the kind of change down-
town Farmington needs, not a clock on a brick
tower. Not many are going to come from, say,
Flat Rock to see what time it is at Grand River
and Farmington Road, we think.

Anyway, we're glad the ladies in walking
shoes and tho other anti-clockers spoke up at
the DDA mecting Tucsday. The DDA honchos
sitting at the conference table needed to hear
what they had to say. Anti-clockers are con-
cerned citizens who care about their communi-
ty. They deserve to be taken seriously.

And, if they keep it up, maybe this done deal
can be undone after all.

hat's made of metal, goes clickety-
clack. . . and scares the hell out of
auto exccutives?

Why, a train, of course. To be more specific:
public transportation on ateel rails. The Detroit
aren has had precious little of that since SEM-
TA, the old suburban bus company, folded the
aren's lone commuter rail lina almost 10 years
ago.

But thankfully thnt's going to change — how-
gver slightly — this summer when Amtrak and
the state revive the rail link between downtown
Detroit and Pontiac — with stops at Royal Oak
and Birmingham.

Oakland County residents who work in De-
troit will be able to commute momings and
ovenings. Once in Detroit, long-distance trav-
clera will be able to make connectiona for other
cities served by Amtrak.

Put rail use in your future

It's o small, but needed, stop fora i
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credentials,” that were described to you by an
already three-time losing candidate.
Hud you taken the effort to properly do you

I like what hus been done in the last few
Fi

I do not like the proposed clock tower
plans for the Masonic Temple corner. It will
detract, rather than enhance, that fine histori-
cal sito.

Perhaps a living monument — a grant, schol-
arship or award program for students in all
Farmington schools — could be initiated. I'm
not sure if funds could be disbursed that way.
It’s just a thought.

Marie Kane, Farmington

tan area whoso main method oftrnnspon.ntlon
has been overpriced cars, expensive gas and
clogged expressways and streets.

Everyone knows that the private auto and its
concreto pathways will always be part of the
transportation picture, But the Detroit area is
the only megalopolis of its aize whera there aro
so few alternatives,

Rail — be it the traditional diceel engine
pulling several cars, or the newly-designed light
rail vehicles — should be part of our transit
future. it is in other large cities. Why not in
Detroit?

The Oakland County line is a start. Of
course, western suburban commuters could also
benefit from a line of their own.

Public transit, especially on rails, is a good
doal. Lot's hope the state and Amtrak can keep
a good thing rolling.

ust when we thought we’d seen everything
Lansing had to offer, our !cgmlutors threw
us & new one: bipartisan

Make new spirit work for us

wit s lutions to Michigan's press-
Ing pmblnms. such as auto i insurance: mtes.
tax relief and fi i

It’s too carly to tell whether the now spirit
will last, but early kudos must go to Democratic
Housc leader Curtis Hertel and Paul Hille-
gonds, his Republican counterpart, for making
tho best of the unusual 65/55 split in the state
House.

Rather than prcaaurmg legislators lnta
switching sides, trying for a one-vate majority,
Houso leaders of both parties have decided to
shnry power — just as we called for in an edito-
rial enrlier this year.

Quite possibly, legislators can now come up

of

" Not that partisanship is dead. There is talk
of Gov. John Engler’s mounting an offensive de-
signed to undercut the newly bipartisan House.
Likewise, there are Democratic officc holdera
who would love to see their party back in un-
disputed control of the House.

But the g - and his D: ic ri-
vals — shouldr't ignore public opinion polls
that show little tolerance for legialative
gridlock.

To leaders of our newly bipartisan House, we
say thanks. Now get down to business.
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Yet another ‘no’

As corresponding secrotary of the Farmington
Historical Society, I have been directed to write
a letter on the Socicty’s behalf opposing the
erection of the proposed clock tower at the cor-
ner of the parcel of land occupied by the Mason-
ic Tomple, and showing the following reasons
for the Society’s oppositiof.
B The M ic Templeisab
of Victorian architecture. It is one of the princi-
pal landmarks of the city and has been since
1876, when it was built.

B The present plan is for a brick tower 28 feot
high. No specifications are available, if thoy
oven exiat, but the sketches shown reveal a
monolithic structure completely mcompuuble
with the ic Temple's
B The proposed site of the tower is in an acute
angle formed by the intersection of Farmington
Road and Grand River. The space available is
cramped for a tower of that size, When it is
placed next to the Masonic Temple it will crowd
that building as well as derogate from its charm
and historical authenticity.
¥ Between monoy raised by the Downtown De-
velopment Authority and the 125th Anniversary
Committee, tho sum to be spent on this project
is approximately $88,000. The clock tower is un-
likely to cause any significant economic growth
in the Downtown District. The Downtown De-
velopment Authority can find more productive
use for this money.
M If the authorities believe that a clock tower
must be built there are potential sites which
would make it an attraction rather than an eye-
sore. Thero is a broad expanse of lawn between
the City Hall and Grand River where the tower
could stand without being crowded. In that lo-
cation it would be an enhancement.

Robert J. Stegmund, Farmington
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Blased reporting?

was greatly disappointed whon 1 read your
Feb. 26 article entitled “School board ficld
takes shape.”
Knowing personally all of the people that you
referred to in your article, it is obvious to me
thut you made no effort to vcnfy churaou of

gv, weak od 1 and

k, you would have discovered that each
of these people has not only donated extraordi-
nary amounts of time supporting the many pro-
grams in their own children’s achoola, but have
also served countless hours participating on
committees, meetings and foruma dealing with
programming for the entire district.

Just how do “low-energy people™ accomplish
all of this? .

You, Larry O'Connor, have violated your mor-
al duty to the community that you serve and
that supports the paper that you
Ia there a motive behind your biased reporting?

Bonnle J. Murphy, Farmington Hills

Soll those papers!

can bear no more.
‘Why does your newspaper continue to
quote tho words of Richard DeVries? The
votera have spoken in three previous achool
board elections and place no value on what this
individual has to say.

He doos not speak for the gencral tax-paying
public which feels our school board is doing the
best it can during these very challenging times.

1 am familiar with the achool board and with
some who may seek out the opening positions in
this upcoming election. I have never known
these peoplo to have low energy or lack creden-
tials.

‘The people who seek out a place in thia elec-
tion are not rewarded by high pay or additional
status, They want to help our schools advance
and to continue to be recognized as highly ac-
claimed.

I beliave that your paper should stop quoting
the individuals that the voters feel do not speak
on their behalf. Stop trying to sell papers by
making friction.

° When it comes to our children’s education,
let’s show our children we can have a change
without sensationalizing the situation,

Anita Bogorad, Fasmington Hills

Thanks for the story

ust a note to say thank you for the Feb. 11
j article about the closing of Marillac Hall.

As the word spreads, we have spoken to
many people who expressed their sadness and
told us of the help a sister, daughter, sunt or
cousin had received from the agency duringa
crisis pregnancy.

It's been a very busy two weeks, getting all
the young women placed in eomo kind of stable
environment, but we are now ready to move on
with our outreach services to pregnant teens
and young mothers.

Jacki Kelsay, coordinator,
community relatlons,
8t. Vincent & Sarah Fishor Center
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