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SociaL EYES

Partygoers enjoy
psychic readings

Denise Lucas’ column Social Eyes alternates
with Gretchen Hitch's column The Scene. You can
mail information to Lucas at The Eccentric, 805 E,
Maple, Birmingham 48009, or leave a message for
her, on @ Touch-Tone phone, by colling 953-2047,
Ext. 1868, You also may write her at P.O, Box
250242, Franklin 48025, or call 443-2839.

ive jazz, magicians and two psychic readers
entertained the Michigan Cancer Founda-
tion's Circle of Fellows at a Mardi Gras cel-

ebratlon at the home of barrlster Susan

Hills. R

The host {ttee included man:
and spelibinding couples, Medicine man Don
Austin and Dalo Austin, and Diamond Doug
and Sydell Schubot. Sydell was seeing gold when
the magician Ron Aldrich magically made three
ewimming goldfish appear in Sydell's drink, Inte-
rior design wizard D.J, and Barbara Kennody
heard lots of coohs and shhhs from tho guests as
thoy toured the Ciullo catato completely decorated
by tho deslgner in polo green, clarot and ivory. Pis-
tons giant Bl Lalmbeor and wife Chris arrived,
appearing somewhat forelorn efter the Saturday
night two-point loss.

Most oligible bachelor Dr, Mark Bursteln of
West Bloomfield was told by paychic Robert Thi-
bideau that ha will find happiness, marriage snd
money in 1994,

Other guests included Lill and Howard Cam-
don, Judie nnd Roger 8herman, Hetdl and Mi-
chael Steln, Gary and Lize Mitcholl and Rob

b a of the Michigan Cancer datl
who was rounding up volunteers for the April 17
“Raco for the Cure.”
International Institute - -t .

Finalo of tho International Cultural Festival at
the Ritz Carlton in Dearborn was a multi-national
bencfit Sunday for Detroit’s International Insti-
tute. K

Co-chairwomen of the global soiree were two of
tho Detroit-arca's most successful and cosmopoll-
tan women ~— Irma Etder, pren'l dont_!nnd owner of

hanti

and
spotts medicine doctor Jerry Clullo of Bloomfield ,

By ETHEL SIMMONS
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Roaring'208: Birmingham Village Player»

STAFY POTOS by BTRPIEZN CANTRRUL

members JoAnn Britton (left), Jim Masters, Ann Bell-Weisman, Bob

Hagemeyer and Donna Masters are among the flappers and beaux who will cavort at this year’s Theatre Arts
Ball at The Community House. They are backdropped by one of the murals Fred Farrar sketched on the

playhouse walls back in the '30s.

Three Skiddoo!’

Theatre Arts Ball recalls Jazz Age

STAYY WRITER

when tho Birmingham Village

Players presenta its fourth annu-

al Theatre Arts Ball on Satur-
day, April 24, with the theme “Twen-
ty Three Skiddoot”

Back In the Roaring Twenties — in
1928, to be cxsct — tho villags playera
was born, and in 1893, ita 70th year
:iill be marked with a party at The

Troy Ford, and Holen P

i I‘-louu in Birmingham.

cnvironmental and pafety engincering, Ford Motor:

Co.
Planning the intercontinental gala were Teryl .

Cotncld
Houso started thet same year, and it's
where the players firat presented pro-
ductiona before moving into the pres-

Also pupporting the benefit were now German
‘Wannow, Mexican consul Car-
1os Cundriello, Armand and Eleanor Gebort,
Joyco Hurst, Vards Rosonthal, Linda DoVil-
lez, Botty Bright, and Lydia and Walter To-

myn.
A night for dcbutantes

Soventeenth century Polish court pages and
honar guards, along with costumed trumpetors,”
leralded the presentation of Bal Polonais debu-
tantes,

Dr. Zofin Drozdowska-Knafarski, founder and
queen of Bal Polonals, immerses ersolf in this
avening of mirth and celobration that benofits Pol-
ish cultural causes.

The 1893 debutantes wore Jeanlfor Loo Cro-
gar, daughter of Richard and Cherrlll Crogar;
Laurlo Ann Hrydziuszko, daughter of Stanley
and Sylvia Hrydziuszko; Karen Meo-Lyn
Maurer, daughtor of Terry and Mary Ann Maur-
or A::dm {Misa Teenage b_/!}c?lgnn) M'nzlnr's,

ex of Anna Japkawal, tuon o Mot

and Goorge Sworskl; and Mary Margarot
Waotzel, daughtor of John J. Il and Martha Jano
Wetzel.

More than 200 guests attonded the royal eve-
ning that included tho stately Grande Polonals
danca and the Debutantos Waltz,

Soo BOCIAL EYES, 3C

Daxiar BusaN Lucas
Ship Ahoy mates: Lou (left) and Mary
Margaret Bosco and Ed Moeller, with
Sister Regina, gother at “An Enchanted
Evening at Sea,” auction for Mercy
High School.

For its 70th anniversary year, the Birmingham vil-
lage Players returns to the Roaring Twentics, party-
ing at its annual fund-raiser, the Theatre Arts Ball,

in tho midst of a three-phase renova-
tlon project, for which the annual
balls raise funds.

,“Wo hope £o ralse around $20,000
for the renovation fund,” said Donna
Masters, chairman of fund-raieing for
the players, as well as co-chairwoman
of tha ball along with Shirley Mann.
The ball & black-tie optional, and
coatumes are optlonal too, but all the
committee members plan to attend in
*20s looks. Some of the committee
will be wearing costumes from the
playe'n collec&lo!l). lo\(lngly wlded by

Remondino, and others are making

ﬁ:‘;ﬁ; mnhr: g:;, Nln;gg. gﬁ::lﬁl‘.“éu- cnt-day playhouse at 752 Chestout at their own costumes.

phen Economy, Rigmor Cuolahan, Roland Hunter. A Jargo turn-out at The Communi-

Hwang, Jeanno Leonard, Lorralno Schult E ding, the 300-memb ty Houso 1 expected by players mom-
Roscmary Bannon and the [nstitute's s 3t ity theater group has beon bership. The ball is open to the pub-

attorney Danlel Stelln. tating and enlarging its playt lic,h ., and anyone who wants

for the last few years. The ;;inycrs is

Murals capture village players’ early years :

.BY ETHEL BIMMONS )

BrAry Warme

to ;mpport the players can share in

that show, and these are framed and hung in the

dy wagon that may be put intouse, as

the evening's festivities, for $75 a per-
son.

Wear '20s garb
“Hopefully, people will shake out
their raccoon coats and p ts and

and help judge a Charleston dancing
contest that ehould be the bees’
knees,

Guys and gals will be able to buy
pennants at the ball, and for the
womde‘le, there also will be “headache

an!

show up there (at The Community
House),” Mastera sald, She is looking
forward to partying in her "20s cos-
tume, and is trying to find o raccoon
coat for husband Jim to wear. -

At the ball, guests will danco to the
music provided by Bloomfleld Hilla
resident Eric Freudigman and his
trio. The Ruth 8hain room, next to
the auditorium/ballroom will be
turned into a “blind pig,” where
flappers and their beaux will drink
“bathtub gin" — actually wine, soda
pop or water. Hors d'ceuvres and des-
serta also are planned. -

Masters said Keystons Cops will be
on hand to keep everything in order.
Tho hunt {s on for an authentic pad-

o gag, to handle partygoers.
Two of the players choreographers,
Martha Lamb and Patty Ward, will

give Charleston leasons at the bali,

d with sequins, feath-
ers and jewels, for sale. *We will .
probably a them. They're casy to *
make, We made them fortheghow  *
“‘Chicago,’ " Mastera sald, )

Gifts from merchants

A silent auction, with gifts donated
by area merchants, will be held that
night, with proceeds also going to the
renovation fund.

Honoraray co-chairwoman and co-
chairman of the ball are Debbie and
Richard Astrein, who will receive the
Super Star Award from players, The
Astreins, of Astrein’s Fins Jowulry,
‘have been supportors of the theator
group. Thoy are the first nonme mbers
to receive the annnual award. Elaine
and Harria Machue-and Ed and Jean «
Deer wero honored as Supor Stars in
previous years.

See PLAYERS, 2C

. “Wo've

group is

at the

When th attend
Birmingham Village Players, ans of the things that
catches their eye, even before the show, begins, {8
tha colorful murals along the auditorium wells,
*“Phe murals originally were chalk and
ily for a Valentine's Day party in 1933," said play-

ers member

nna Masters, “Later,
made h

they wore

with paint. T

— tho poor old building leaks — they had to be
retouched. In a couple of years, when wo rodo the
auditorium, they will be reatored and made beauti-

ful aguin.”

t the yoars

Green Room.

First effort in the playh tion project
was the Stagehouse, which has been completed.
The noxt work phase includes the Groen Room and
the Costume Room, as well as the Lobby, with the
A i heduled for the future.

Total cost of renovation is to exceed
$600,000, So far, $160,000 has been ralsod through
membership pledges and fund-raising events.

At the players recent 70th annual birthday birth-
day, mombora donated more than $700 to purchass
things for the playhouse.
items such ns tissue and clothes hangers, “It’s a

alwaya done community work,” Masters said. By
invil genfor citizena In area nursing homes
and other facilities, or teen-agers from local high
schools, are invited to attend without chargs the
preview night of each production.

Since last year, members havo entortained at
sonlor citizen facllitics, Any group who would like
the players to visit and present a 46-minute pro-
gram with music and costumes should call JoAnn
Sellers at 433.3073.

"Alngo, i;t:'r chllgriln tm‘x;: vsuchoo(l!tn hlghhuchool,
Pl also b t we offer tours during tho day and refreshmonta.
ayors also broggh There's timo on stago for them to dress up In cos-

The art-deco murals were created by Birming-
ham architect Farrar, who sketched theater
members engaged in varjous activities putting a
show her, The murals )! ¢ origis
nal playh designed by 1 hi Wallace
Frost in 1926.

Performances by the playors were first given at

e C ity House in a buildi onated by
Gt. James Church. Players started moeting there
the same year The Community House was orga-
nized, and the theater group presented “The Mak-
ot of Dreams” as its opening attraction.

Masters said she found a copy of tha script for
tho show. when rummaging through the present
playors bullding and dried cut the wet pages. The
script was later “rediscovered” by players membor
Jira Balmer, who arranged to havo it framed, sho
said. 1t now leoks impreasive, hanging on the wall
of the Green Room where playors gather.

Part of the current renovation project was to
movo tho Green Room from downstairs to new,
larger gt patalra, Balmer also designed the
room's fireplace, which has a painting of logs, in-
stoad of the real thing, inaido tho fireplace. On the
fircplace mantle la 8 Segarpeople artwork, photo’
cutouts of all the caat membors in the playera pro-
duction of “Anne of a Thousand Days.” .

Playors member Doug Parrish, who made the
fireplace “logs,” also danated originel sketches of
many of tho playbill covers hs creates for cach pro- -
duction. Tho cover shows actors who appearcd In

tradition for the birthday party to givo gifts for the
theater,” Masters satd.

Although the playera is actually a private theater
club, its membership 1s open to anyone who i8 in-
terested in joining. There io an initiation feoand an
annunl membership feo. “Anyone who wants to be
involved in amateur theater, call us,” Mastors said.
“Now members are tho lifoblood of any organiza-

"

Beaides ita scason's schedule of playa for tho
public and activities for members, the theater

tumes and make-up,” Maaters said. Last year the
playors gave toura to more than a half-dozen chil-
dren’s groups. To make arrangoments, call Donna
Masters at 643-8084. .

Another aspect of players lifo is the retirccs
group, who mect at the theater evory Tucsday and
Thursday morning to remodol sets, do housekeep-
ing and other chores. Afterward, they gathor for
lunch. “They used to be actors and wanted to
donate their time,” Masters sald.

Boo MURALS, 2C
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Whatit takes: Art deco murals show members of Birmingham Village Ployers behind
the scenes of a production. (Left) The play reading committce selects the seripts.

(Right) Building and painting are part of the set construction.




