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Panelists: Education needs overhaul

BlY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
Stavy Warrea .

*The Oakland County League of
Women Votera set sail Wednea-
day on a study of education with a
sparsely attended locture by three
area sducation professionals,

The League intends to
tovestigate the status of educa-
tion In Michigan with a serles of

i ings, hopefully to

very close to the bottom. Woe have

very few peopls performing at the
level we nced.”

As for the fundamental restruc-
turing . . . “It's golng to be ex-
tremely difficult because at the
present time we're alao running
out of money.”

Johnson-Lewls noted that De-
trolt schools have m 356 percent

be addressed by people who work
in the education business, said
program organizer Ann Glenn.

.. Once the study is lete, the

drop-out rate and 85 percent at-
tendance. They're not talking
sbout “reform” anymore in De-
.t'mjlt, .h'e -n_ld, but mth:ar n'Ewut

Osakland League will likely be-
¢ome an andvocate of one sort or
another in education, Glenn said,
perhaps taking a stand on one of
the five or more education finance

“We're not delng a good job
motivating our students,” she
added. “(But) we have to deal

deal with them in the atreets.”

Lundy sald part of the problem
is that schools ars very good at
public relations. “Too aften, I
think, we cover (problems) up,”
sho said, “We have propagandized
so well that people think we're
hat good.”

Among the three panelists,
Lundy alone lobbied last woek for
some sort of “schools of cholce”
plan whereby parents would have
2 say In where their kids go to
school, “I believe in full cholce,”
she said. “Let's open up to all the
resources we have out thers.”

The public schools, Rankin and
Lundy agreed, try to teach too

with them in the classroom or much, as welrd s that might

sound. “The curriculum Is over-

stuffed and undernourished,” ¥

Rankin said. Added Lundy: “We
gave (students) such a smorgas-
bord that many of them missed
out on the basics.”

As for the many school finance '

reform plans out there, Rankin
and Lundy egreed that getting
any one of them in place won't be
easy, and even then it might not
be the best plan for the future of
education,

“Sometimes political expedien-
cies result in ahort-term solu-
tions,” Rankin eaid.

“Each different party seems to
have a different primary interest,”
Lundy said.

reform plane now fleating around
the state.

'“We'll make a study, and then
we can take action,” Glenn sald,
{nviting one and ail to take part if
they care to. “Anyone can get In-
volved who would like to get in-
volved.” (Call 647-1358.)

Few poople got [nvolved
‘Wednesday, however, as lesa than
20 attended the education forum
called “What's on the Line?” in
the Onkland County commission-
ers auditorium. (The event was
videotaped and will be shown in
‘Rochester and Troy on cable
channel 52 at 9 p.m. March 18
‘and 26.)

.. The panelists were Oakland
‘Schools director of general educa-
tion Rebecca Rankin, Michigon
‘Board of Education trustee Mari-
lyn Lundy and Detroit schools as-
sistant superintendent for em-
powerment, diversity and choice
Sharon Johnson-Lewia. (Detroit
schools deputy superintendent
Arthur Carter was supposed to at-
tend, but canceled at the last
minute.)}

- The panclists agreed that the
state of public education is rela-
tivoly bleak. Rankin noted that a
lot of reports she's scen recom-
mend a “fundamental restructur-
ing” of the public schogla. Com-
pared to other developed nations,
she said, “wo end up dead tast or

Smoke
free

schools

sought

The Michigan Conlitlon on
Smoking OR Health will seck to-
baceo-free schools as part of Its
1993-94 legislative sesslon. The
group includea the American
Cancer Society ond American
Lung Associntion.

Dr. Albert Sparrow, choirmen,
said its agenda will include:

WA statewide tobacco-free
schools policy.

8 Increascd non-smoking aress in
restaurants,

B Expanding the Clean Indoor
Alr Act into private workplacea.

@ Increasing the state tax on to-
bacco products and.licensing re-
taitera.

“The recent Environmentul
Protection Agoncy report makes it
cloar that there is still much to
pccomplish to reduce the health
risks for children and workers,”
Sparrow said.

*“Tho EPA report named tobac-
co smoko as a Group A carcino-
gen, joining o sclect group of the
most toxic substances known to
cause cancer in humans, includ-
ing benzene, radon and esbestos,

“Tho coalition will work toward
improved air quality for restau-
rant patrons, Contrary to tobacco
Industry claims, the experience of
many restaurant owners shows
that smoko-free restaurants do
not suffer cconomically,” he said,
citing Californie.

Tho coalition will support
changes in the law which would
affect private sector workplaces.
“We aro continually getting com-

- plaints from persans employed in
Jthe private sector whero smoking
s allowed in the workplace,”
Sparrow sald.
,,. Other priorities will include
=support for licensing tobaceo re-
“lailers and increasing the state
tax on tobacco products, Increas-
~ing the tax on tobacco from 25
‘zents to 50 conts would encourage
171,000 people to quit smoking or
“ nover start, according to the coali-
tion,
™ In the 1991-92 legislative scs-
‘ston, the coalltion was instrumon-
tal in passage of four hills which
protect children and reduce youth
access to tobacco products by ro-
stricting vending machino sales,
eliminating the mailing of free to-

‘bacco
 sale of Individual cigarcttes, and
“banning smoking in liconaed
+ hild care contors.
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samples, prohibiting the

“Your Security Is Our Business"

Uniformed Security Officers
« Blazer Style Uniforms or...
« Traditional Police Style Uniforms
Industrial « Retail
Gate Security and Vehicle Patrol
Providing Quality Security Services for 25 Years in Metro Detroit
todsy for a Free, No Obligation Security Survey

313/353-5680
United Security Agency, [nc. » 22511 Telegraph Rd, Suite 201 » Southfield, M1 48034
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EXPLORE
| DETROIT
COUNTRY DAY

1TO4PM.

through Grade 12,

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, MARCH 7 E
Open House will be held atal four schools Pre K

Come explore the wonders of our school esmmunity
£3d discover the supportive learning cavironment that
prepares tamorrow's leaders through a dynamic

program of academlcs, ans, activities and ashletics, DETROIT

We invite you and your child to explore what Country COUNTRY H
Day offers at cach of its four schools, We welcome DAY SCHOOL

students of average, sbove average and gificd abilities. H

Far more Information, call {313) 646-7717.
Fublic welcome, No appointment necessary.

LOWER SCHOOL (Grades Pre-K-2}

3003 WEST MAP'LE ROAD

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48301-3468
TELEPHONE (313) 433-1050

\ JUNIOR SCHOOL (Grades 3-5)
i 3600 BRADWAY BOULEVARD
BLOOMEIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48301.2412
‘ot TELEPHONE (313} 647-2522

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6-8)

A
Vit

22400 HILLVIEW LANE
BEVERLY HILLS, MICHIGAN 480254824

TELEPHONE (3313} 6467717

UPPER SCHROOL {Grades 9-12)
22305 WEST THIRTEEN MILE ROAD

BEVERLY HILLS, MICHIGAN 48025-4435
TELEFHONE (3t3) 646-7117
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OUR CLEARANCE
PRICE

30% OFF SELECTED RANGES

LIMITED MODELS AND QUANTITY

25% OFF ALL PROJECTION TV'S

SERVICE DIDALLTH
17°S TIME TO MOVE ON. WECANHELR

PREVIOUSLY SELECTED  SOMETIMES IT'S HARD LETTING GO, BUT IF YOU'RE READY PRICES GOOD
mgﬁgegmﬂ NOT SO ARE WE. HERE'S THE DEAL: 3/41933/7;'/32

NOW THRU MARCH 7TH, YOU'LL SAVE AN ADDITIONAL....

20% OFF 5

OUR CLEARANCE
PRICE

40% OFF  SELECTED WASHERS & DRYERS

e

COULDDO.

« NEW SEALY AND SPRING AIR BEDDING
IN STOCK CONDTION
* BEDROOM FURNITURE
» ACCENT TABLES
UMITED STYLES AND QUANTTTY

OUR CLEARANCE LIMITED MODELS AND QUANTITY OUR CLEARANCE LIMITED MODELS AND QUANTITY
PRICE PRICE
\ 1 s k2l
0‘0 oM SUPER M'QWN@?AE%NS SPECIAL NOW' $28988 STK. #
3 44 CUBIC FT. KENMORE REFRIGERATOR . 38400

SEARS

LIVONIA WAREHOUSE OUTLET STO

RE |

soors Outiot S0 Is @ contrat cloddng houso for tumise ond opplonces
from Socis 1ol s10iDs. Rotums. oot sampios, damogod I transtt, one-of-a-kind
lterms oro rocehod doly ond offerod at fromandous savings. Quontities ore
hmitad, 50 hurryl AN tterns are subjoc) to prior soos.

(313) 422-5700

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MON.-ERI. 406:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M.
SAT. 10:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M. * SUN. 12:00 Noon-5:00 P.M.




