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0lympians to play Tigers

If Detrolt 'I‘Ixnr Alan Trammell is feeling out of
place playing center field for the Tigers, he could
ask a Farmington Hills resident for some pointers.

He could ask Kirk Mason, who plays center field
for the Oakland Express, a Special Olympics team
representing Oakland Counl

Mason, along with 11 ocher team mombers, five
coaches and 16 parents, will pay a call on Sparky
Anderson and hia team at their spring tralning
camp in Lakeland Fiorida on March 18 for a julnt
practice.

‘Tho Express is not just another amateur team. It
won the state championship last season and fin-
ished fourth in the state out of 60 teams in 1891,

“I'll be nervous at first,” Mason sald. “If they get
used to It, I'll get used to it. Then we'll have a ball.”

‘The event will mark the first time a Special

special from page jA

Olymplcs team has practiced with a major leagus
club, aatd Tood Lipa, the Express coach. The team
has several representativea from the Farmington
?m and is part of a growlng Special Olympics ef-
ort.

‘Team Farmington, which boasts more than 140

special athletes, has a year round program that in-
cludes sports for boys uld drla and adults.

Team hos baskethall tourna-
ment on Feb. 27 and buwhthon at Drakeshire
Lanes on Sunday. Team members have won state
championships in skiing, weight lifting and softball
nnd need more coaches and volunteers for a growing

Anycne interested In vnluntzcrlug for Special
Olymplea in the Farmington area can call Todd
Llpunl 8565-0632,

of Walled Lake and about 140
other Special Olympians have
found the same satisfaction as
muembers of Team Farmington.

Special Olympics, which pro-
vides ethletic and recreation pro-
grama for mentally challenged
children and adults, is 26 years
old. It hes continued to grow s
more people become involved as
athletes and coaches.

“Once you oee thc program and
seo the kids, you're hooked,” said
Lipa, a Purmlnzlon Hills reaident
and Special Olymples coach since
1985,

Llpn, who coached last yoar's
Onkiand Express softball team to
a state championship in the top
akill division of Special Olymplcs,
said he was amazed at the abill-
ties of Special Olymplans.

“I didn't know quite what to ex-
pect,” he said. “I was like most
people. I eaw the pictures on TV,
but didn’t know what they were

like,

“Thoy Just gct to a cortain level
and they can't learn thoso little
akills to go on to the next level,”
ho sald. "’I'hey learn. It just takes
them longer.”

That bas been a common expe-

rience of many coaches in Speclal’

Olympics, New coaches quickly
learn that these special athletes
usually try harder and wear their
cmotions on their -sleeve meore
than do their mainstream coun-
terparts.

M ‘Ky dad wanted me
to be In regular athlet-
l¢s. Rut when he found
out what | wanted, he
sald, “It's your life. Do
what you want.” '

: Kirk Mason
Specilal Olympian

resident who joined Team Farm-
ington as a softball coach two
years ago, sald the c.-xporlcnca was
much different than

|
como fit, gain confidence, build
skills that often help them get
Jjobs, and galn ecclal acceptance,

“Some of these kids start out
and they just aren't fit,” Todorov
said. “It takes some stamina to
perform at s job.”

And teaching skills like team-
work wiIl help Special Olymplans
like Kirk and Chris work after
they've graduated from high
school.

“There is too much pressuro in
goneral aports sometimes for Idds
to go on and compete in college,”
Todnmv ul(L "lf you take sports

adult softball teams. |

“These kids are 50 coachable,”
Sterna sald. “They can't wait to
do what ever you ask of them.
They're very sportamanlike, They
never quit.

“Once you get that firat hug,
it's all over,” Sterns said.

Mike Todorov, a special educa-
tion teacher at Farmington High
School and Special Olympics
coach, said Team Farmington was
developed last year as a way of or-
ganizing what has become a large
athletic program.

“We're always looking tor more
coaches and volunteers,” ho said.
“We depend on private contribu-
tions to run our pmmm ond it's
just getting bigg

Todorov nnld Spoclu] Olymplcs

re than
sldlIl. maklng bemr people and
hnvlnx fun, then It's too much

But !f the Speciel Olympics ex- -

perience is teaching kids any-
thing, it's been an eye opener for
adults.

“Sometimes I wonder how men-
tally bandicapped some of these
kida are,” Lipa sald, “I think haw
the weakest or disadvantaged aro
treated is a measure of how clvi-
lized a country is. Whatever we
spend In time and money on these
kids is more than pald back be-
cause they go on to work and con-
tribute rather than stay in an in-
stitution.”

And even though Chris Radlof
plane to work after high school

and Kirk Mason is thinking of |

college in his future, they both

SIARON LEMIEUX/STAFY PHOTOORAPHER

Speclal Olymplans: Chris Radlof (left) and Kirk Mason say they have built confidence
and found acceptance through their Special Olympics activities.

Specinl experiences
Ted Sterns, a Farmington Hills

gives back to the community
much more then & warm feeling.

It helps people who might otber-
wise romain couch potatoes bo-

plan to continue’ their involve-
ment with Special Olympics.

*’till I'm old and gray,” said
Kirk Mason.
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YOU’LL DO BE'ITER AT BAKER COLLEGE

Update Your Skills and
Prepare for a Good Job in
a Unique Environment.

The seven-campus Baker College
system stretching across Michigan
provides close-up statewide place-
ment through our LIFETIME PLACE-
MENT SERVICE, improving your
prospects of finding that dream job.
Over 98% of our available graduates
are employed, atesting to our
10 “care

Since we're the largest private
centificate, diploma, Associate
Degree, and Bachclor Degree
granting, North Central accredited
college system in Michigan, our
graduates camry a fine pontfolio of
credentials into the work-world.

Yet each of our campuses

commii

1 Plcasc send me information
about Baker College

Cry Sme . L 4p.

“YOULL DO BETTER

aker
o"eg

provides a small, friendly college
atmosphere. Here you're known by
your name, not 2 number.

Qur instructors are caring profes-
sionals who will take quality time
with you. Our classes feature
practical, no-nonsense training that
will get you ready sooner for that
great career. Plus, you'll get that
training and education in our state-of-
the-an facilities with the most up-to-
date equipment. i

So write or call us soon at Baker
College. We'll work with you to
discover how you can get what you
want out of life,

WITH BAKERY

Mail Coupon or Phone:

1500 University Drive
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326

(313) 340-0600
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