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Kiss me, you fool: At right, Union Lake inhabitant Linda
fae Walker smooches one of her three pet snakes, the

éight-foot-long, but not yet full grown, Julius Squeezer.

Aboue, Julius - his friends call him that — demon-

strates how snak

, which are

Totol

ely deaf, sense

thezr surroundl'ngs. They stick their tongues out,

h

Snakes alive: ‘Cheaper than a clown or a horse’ -

BY mLPll R. ECHTINAW

Srary Warrer

7 Question: What's 15 feet long,

weighs 70 pounds, eats roosters

whole and worka for $60 a hour?

» Answer; Samaon, a not-yet-full-
wn Indlan python who works

with Union Lake inhabitant Lin-

da Mao Walker.

. Complementing this unusual

dnt 1 team are Julive

8queczer, an cight-foot boa con-

trlgtor, and Jake, a five-foot ball
on.

+ Walker, 44, is working her way

through Oankland Community

College by “renting” these fear-

dome-looking, but harmlees to

humanity, enakes around Oak-
1land County to throwers of parties
and raisers of funda.

She accompanies the trio to all
of its many gigs, entertaining chlil-
dren and edults alike, for the sum
of $60 per hour. “That's cheaper
than a clown, or a horse,” Walker
revealed. (To hire Walker, call
360-2149.)

Some of Walker's customers,
sho snid, are frightencd of her
brood at first, but usually warm
up to the snakes once that initin}
all-snakes-are-deadly, wo're-all-
gonna-be-killed feeling abates.

She's even been taking them to
Dublin Elementary in Union
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launched in 1988.

Walker acquired her first snake
seven years ago when her then.
boyfriend (later husband and ex-
husband) presented her with Joke
as a boffo Christmaa gift.

Like all of Walker's snakes,
Jake enjoys curling himself

98.6-deg
forget he'a nmund my neck,”
Walker said. “One timo 1 walked
in a restaurant and forgot he was
around my neck.” Luckily, Walk-
cr was nble to cover Jake with her
coat and 1o one spotted him.

But the real fascination of
being a snake owner comes once

Pigeon from page 5A

every two woeks when the snakes
enjoy their bimonthly repast.

Jnke's a little guy compared to
his mates, so ho mercly consumes
mico that Walker buys at & pet
store.

Julius Squeczer has moved up
to rats, but will scon outgrow
them and cat meals fit for a, well,
darn big snake like Samaon.

& »t.

‘Walker acquires sdult mhbm:
and roostera for the big guy’
meal, Sho throwa them in the m;c
and “they don't last very long."
The python wraps his body
around the prey and squeezes it to,
death, then unhinges his jaw and
swallows it whole.

“I usually have a bunch of peo-
ple over when they eat,” she sald.

the foul oder wafting through the
aforementioned refrigerated room.

“Their feces drop down on the
roof (and) it's a mess,” ho said.
“It's a problom th the

OU’s environmental health and
safety coordinator, who has be-
come somothlng of an excrement
expert in the course of her pigeon
research,

world, Pigeons are overywhere
and they're messy.”

Pigeona can also be a bcnhh

Scb said that breathi
the dust from pigeon waste prod-
ucts can cause two fungal dis-
cascs, nlthough it's not enmtly as

as the Pla-

bmrd. said  Rikki

gue. “I've got to belleve it's very
very rare,” Schwartz sald,

But this lsn't the first time OU
has had a varmint problem. A few
years ago biology professor George
Gamboa had thousands of dollars
of research destroyed when rac-
coons took an interest in his wasp
neats.

“I came out one moming and
half my colonies were gone,”
Gamboa said. “The second night
the raccoons came and got the
rest of the coloniea,”

Gamboa's solution? He caught
several raccoons, chauffeured
them north and released the
critters in the wilds of rural Oul(
land County. H
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