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POINTS OF VIEW

oodness knows I've beaten up on
Attorney General Frank Kelley
more than once — for his hyper-
sonsitivity about his age (67) and his
ity to trumpet issues
in an olcction year.

Soin fairness I should pat him on
the back and say, “Attaboy, Frank,"”
when ho does something right. He has,
and 1 do.

Kelloy iast woek ruled the Open
Meetings Act means what it says about
public bodies' posting notices before
holding a meeting. No posting, no
meeting.

Kelley haa been fairly strong in in-
terpreting tho Open Meetings Act to
protect the public interest, though
there aro times when I wish he could

to .

]
olators, as he clearly haa the power to
do in secs, 10 (1) and 11 (1).

ou don't know what it's like,
Y You just don't understand.”
My old man sald it to his old
man, I said it to him and now my kid
was saying it to me.

And he was right, of course, Though
whon 1 was his age [ told myaelf I'd
neyer forget thoso feolings and when I
hpdalkid, . .

;He nnd his brother go to difforent
state universitics. Thoy both got
caught up in the social whirl. They
aron't “nerds,” after all.

But here he was protesting that tho
school wasn't hard enough, didn’t care
onough, didn't teach him anything.

1 ofton folt the same way about col-
lege. 1 told him he had to read on his
own. Ho had to maka his own educa-
tion. He said he had been reading, book
after boak, most outside class.

Classos are taught on television

Kelley issued Opinion No, 6763 in
response to Rep. Philip Hoffman, R-
Jackson County, Hoffman wanted to
know whetber a county board could re-
cess its meeting and hold committee
meetings that hadn't boen poated. The
answer was a clear no.

The OMA, as it’s called, says, “A
meeting of a public body shall not be
held unless public notice is given . . ."
The public must get 18 houra notice,

’I‘he, term "publle body"!inclqdns

an
any body which exercises governmental
or proprietary authority.

“Whenever a quorum of a public
body meets to discuss public business,
it is a meeting subject to the OMA,”
Kelloy went on.

Kelley's opinion goes on to give the
reader some lessons you never learned
in high achool civics about the lengtha

(“For God's sake!"), he could pass tests
without cven going to class (uh-oh, he
said more than he meant that time),
achool i8 irrolevant.

He was also feeling the squeeze, too
many expenses, not enough money. [
could tell him something about that; in
fact I had many times,

But the truth is that the big univer-
sitics do not teach. Thoy spend most of
their time and energy and concern on
research. Some of that research is vital-
Iy important; some of it {s, at least, in-
tellectually inwrentix:g.‘Moat ofitis

to which politicians will go in order to
meet secretly.

Suppose a county board recesses and
a subquorum of @ committce meots
without posting a notice. That's OK,
says Kelley — provided “the commit-
tees are purely advisory in nature, and
deliberation on a common topic lead-
ing to a decision by the public body

He Enug'hs that hollow laugh that I had

warthlcng, P

desp ion, cgo g
ing, academic drivel.
‘The university requires him to take

a core of classes, the standard liberal
arts run through. I tell him that's as it
should be; he should know the basica
of math, science, literature and history.

d when I was his age.

In math, he says, they let him sink
or swim. Tho class is taught imperson-
ally to scores of students who are then
required to find tutora to make sense of
somothing tha instructor (rarcly even
an assistant professor) doesn't have
the timo or talent to mako sensible.

dmics‘pot take plece among the commit-
8"

In other words, they may talk about
Joo the janitor's retirement party, but
thoy’d better not take up the solid
wasto plan,

Suppose a county board recesses,
and a subquorum of Committee A and
a subquorum of Committee B hold sep-
arate meetings. Now suppose the two
subquorums discuss the same resolu-

tion, and the full board acts on the res.
olution, What then?

No can do, They have to follow the
OMA, said Kellay, citing the sins of the
Wyoming City Council and the Univer-
sity of Michigan Board of Regonts.

Most of Kelley's opinions on the
1976 Open Meetings Act have upheld
the public’s right to watch ita olected
officials. Samples:

B Romember that 18-hour public no-
tice to hold a meoting? The clock stope

ould teach college about education role :

The English and history classes are
a joke, aince, as he made quite clear, he
read moro on his own than he read for
class.

Hmm. I could seo some of this was
special pleading, whining to disguiso a
Iot of misspent time and a devotion to
“partying” that surpassed any devo-
tion to acadomics, But given all of that,
he was singing an old song and it was
sad how things never change.

Back in the “good old days,” the stu-
dents manned the barricades to de-
nounce the indifference, irrelevancy
and pointlesancas of higher education.
Many of the criticisms were childish,
foggy, tainted by a pseudo-socialist
bent. Relevancy often meant rejection
of solid academic programa for
squishy, touchy-feely, let-it-all-hang-
aut classes that were even less relovant
than learning about Edmund Sponecr's

Public bodies squirm under his watchful eye:

‘M A public body may not va‘(a by & provi.,

wie
o
when the building is closed. The board
should post the notice outside the .
building. (No. 5724 of 1980.) '

B A board may not limit the subject '>*
and issues people can cover in addres: .
ing a meeting. (No, 5218 0f 1977)

M A legislative committee may not vote”™

by “round-robin” collection of signa- °

il;rea) on a tally sheet. (No, 5222 of
77

v
i
-

cedure which prevents the public from &a
knowing how individuals voted. In
other words, no secret ballot unless thew
ballots are signed and made public.

(No. 5262 of 1978)

Attaboy, Frank! Pat, pat.

Tim Richard reports regularly on
focal implications of state and regi
events, To leave a message for Richard,
dial 349-1700.

“Faorie Queen.”

But beyond all the baloney, there
were kernels of truth. The big universi-
ties and many of their professors didn't-
care. The very size of tho university,
the very need for opening up the
schools to more students had created

demi ies where students wero
numbers rather than names and where
first and second year students were of-
ten leas than human,

Twenty years loter, the beat goes on.

With all the best intentions, we still
haven't figured out what we want our
universities to do and why we want
them to do it. The best education is
still the ono rou give yoursclf.

Hugh Gallcgher is assistant manag-
ing editor of copy desk operations for
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. To -
leave @ message for him, dial 953-2118. -

LETTERS

Forget more taxes

and property taxes and hire my five employces

and pay their FICA, MESC,

, federal and state

cr my overhead, mako payroll, moko my mort-
gage payments and send half of it te the IRS or
thoy will put a lien on everything tho BANK

to pay taxes, run reapectable businesses and
keop people respectably employed? Are there

any more governmont jobs? I'm a hard worker
and I have a lot of other colleagues who are toa. =}
Bonnte Taubo, Exhausted Business Owner |

taxes, the single business taxes, FUDA, corpo-
rate year ond taxes, real estate and personal
property taxea? There will be no jobs for them
because no one will bo able to afford them.

Most people think I'm rich: I live in a big
house; I drive a big car; 1 own a business and
some investment property. Little do they know
that I wake up overy momingin a panic that I
won't bo able to generate enough income to cov-

aise taxes? Raiso taxes? It’s dried up.

R Busincsses aren’t spending, excopt for

o what thoy absolutely need to get by. Con-
gqmers aro on their last leg of spending — the
yirablems of business are just now catching up
A thom,

! § already work 70-80 hours & week, overy
wbék. 1 can’t work anymore, lest I collapse. And
then who is going to pay my personal income

renlly owne,
And now you want to punish mo and all the
other emall business owners for working so hard
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RK Surgery
can eliminate
your need

~ for glasses
. or contacts...

L T
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This little guy can help you
decide where to have it done.

1¢'s all about getting the best for yourseif aut of life.
The friendly little guy above Is "Arky." He's the Vision

Institute of Michigan RK surgery bear! RKis a quick 3-5 The curtain goes up

- UPCOMNGSENIVRS s st ® FRIDAY, MARCH 12th tvough SUNDAY, MARCH 21st
[ am o1 prm i Sloning o When a patient has RK surgery, Atky isright therg n the at Qakland Mali for a 10-day salute to Broadway ‘

Aptil 1 ot 6 pm In Stetting Holght
pril 1 of & pra fn Storling Holohts patient's hands, providing a litde extra touch of care!

Arky is one example of the best - in this case, the best care.
The kind of care that can comeonly from a surgeon who's had
RK on his own cyes ~ and that surgeon's associates and staff!

That care is one of the reasons more patients are choosing to
have their RK at the leading RK specialist ~ the Viston Institute
of Michlgan — than anywhere else in i

Enjoy live performances daily of Broadway
tavorites by local theatre groups, high
schools and some of the clty's best known
theatres Including the Gem Theatre's
smash hit, *Forbidden Broadway.” Hurry
In to Cakland Mall for a taste of Broadway,
right here at homel
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The New Oakland Mall. Real Fashion. For Real Life.

14 MILE & 1-75
Hudson's, JCPenney, Sears and ovor 120 great stores and services
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun. Noon - § p.m.
Mall Gift Certificates available at Information Booth during mall hours
Valet Parking Available at Main Entrance

T

Michelle of Lake Orion recommends
RK & the Vision Inslitute to cveryone
she talks to. After RK, she’s looking
fortcard to her horeymoon int Hawail
without glasses or contacts.

00:875:LOOK (566¢
The Leading RK Specialist.
The Leader In Full-Service Ophthalmology.

@%“Vision Institute of Michigan

44650 Dolco Bivd,, Storling Hoights + 31188 W. Warren, Westland « 31510 Gratiot Ave,, Rosavilie
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