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Making his pitch: Farmington Hills resident Tom Schneider (wearing coat and tie) appeals his assessment to the
Board of Review, including Gordon Meyers (left), Dorothy Jeffries and Barbara Megerian.

Appeals from page 1A

In 1991, some 1,485 property
owners appealed, of which 1,008
were reaidential owners. Of total
appeals, 632 mssessments, or 43
percent, wore lowered. In the cas-
es involving residential property,
483 assessments, or 48 percent,
were lowered, Babb said.

But Babb sald many people
he's scon come before the boards
were affected by the new changes
In the state's formula for assess-
ing and probably won't have their
assesaments lowered.

“My guess ia that a lot of peo-

ple coming in just based their ap-
peal on the percent of increase
compared to their neighbor's,”
Babb sald. “Wo've tred to ex-
plain that.”

The trouble for many reaidents
involves the differences in the
way the state is ffer-

surprised that the city assessed
her concrote-lined swimming pool
aa if it were vinyl. .
“Thoy're basing atl pools as if
they wore vinyl,” sho said.
Babb sald that was one break
the city could giva taxpayers un-

der the new state rules. But for
the most part, the city has little
latituds. |,

“We're not the only community
experiencing this,” he said. “West
Bloomfield has a third board of
review.”

By BLL COUTANT
STAYY WRITRR

If the Farmington Hills City
Hall parking lot is full, the hoards
of review must be in seszion.

That's how it's been for a week
and how It's likely to be untit
March 23, when the two boards
finish thelr work.

Property ownera like Tom
Schneider have been coming in to
appes] their assessments in a year
unlike any Hills assessor Dean
Babb has ssen. Schnelder ap-
poaled the city's determination of
the amount of square footage he
owns, and review member
Darothy Joffries agreed with him.

“T looked at houses that were
shrhilar In structure and their per-
cent of (assessment) Increass,”
Schnelder eald. “Ten out of 18 de-

two increased 2 percent
and mine increased 8 percent.”

Jeffries, a licensed Realtor, sald
the city will remeasure the prop-
erty before having Schneider
coms back. R

Another woman, who is retired
and lives alone, said her assess.
ment has made it hard for her to
pay her bills, George Doom, a pro-
fossional ‘arbltrator, gave the
wornan forms to fill out on her

Residents argue
against increases:

finances so that ahe can appeal
her assessment bassd upon eco- *
nomic hardship. .
“Wa're not going to allow some- .
hody to be put out of thelr home-
because of this,” he told the wom-
an. “This is not s handout. It%s*
legitimate.” . .
Those were typleal of the
appeals board members are hear-
Ing this year. And historically, "
property owners have at least a 40 ;
percent chance at having a reduc-
tion in thelr taxes. .
The key? Thoss who document
why their sssesaments were off *
have a better chance, especially if -
they can show that the assess-
ment doesn't affect trus market -

value,

“A quality appeal to the board
of review haa a good chance,” said
Dean Babb, Farmington Hills as.
sessor. “But we have some old
falthfuls that we see every year.”

Babb sald there are more no-
ehows toward the end of the
scheduled appeals.

“If they weren't standing out-
side the door Monday moming’
(March 1), then it probably isn't
as important to them as those
who came In right away becauso
they thought their assessmont’
was too high.” :

ent types of atructures, A colonial,
tri-lovel and ranch could have the
same square footage but bo as-
scased differently becauso of their
construction, Babb sald.
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Marilyn Cohen, a Fi

Hills resident, said she was
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LUNCH FOR TWO FOR

L Farmington Hills - At Drake Rd.
in the Mulrwood Square Center

476-1190

the Westside! |
St. Patrick's Day
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CORNED BEEF

2%’ and CABBAGE

3

*9.95

Choose any two entrees from our fast lunch
menu up to $6.95 value.

Please present coupon when ordering.
Offer valid Monday through Friday 11:30-2:30.
Not valid with any other spacfal offers.
Coupon explres Aprll 16, 1933
Reservations Available
24275 Sinacola Court
Farmington Hills, M} 48335

(313) 476-5333

SRR R R B R EEE

&

For a greater variely of TOURS TO POLAND & BEYOND
Of your own l(n:d:l?fndem fravel

POLMAR TRAVEL INC. speclallsts

25010 Ford R, West of Telegroph
Deorbom Helghts — 562-6640
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T
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SPRING 1993
BRIDAL VEIL COLLECTION
Meet Designer Gail Terenzio

Saturday, March 20 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Bridal Salon, Livonia

Review a large collection of veils, headpleces
D

> will be happy to assist you in making
selections. If you wish, she'll show you
how to make your own creations
for a beautiful personal touch.
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Soup or 5alad, Potato, Vegetable,
and our own Signature Rye Bread

Includes
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Jacobson’s

37500 5IX MILE, LIVONIA

e . e e v
T came into the AACE

program with a unique
educational background.
Knowing this, the staff worked
with me to tailor a program
that would take advantage of
my education and experience.
The quality of instructors is
impressive and the class load
very manageable for working
adults such as myself."

-- John G, Wojtas
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Ticket Order Form

ChitdrenSenions $7.00
Groups of 12 or more $6.00
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Make checks payable to: Michigan Classic Ballet
5526 Drake Road, West Bloomield, MI 48322
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“AACE

classes that meet just 1 night a week for 5 weeks.

Leam more about AACE. To schedule a personal appointment call (313) 562-8600
and mail the information sheet. -

1meet your criteria, Iam at least 23 years of age with 3 years significant work experience and have at least
60 quarter or 40 semester hours of transferable credit.

ation degree by attending
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Doarbom. Mi 48124-1915 »«mﬂ
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