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., The following is another in a se-
ries of stories featuring the main

, eounty residents,

. _Some people have a song In
thelr hearts, but Ken Rogers has
asong in hia past. .

. Asthe former co-owner of a real
estate brokerage firm, Qakland
County's new director of commu-
nity and fc devel

$75,000, Rogers, a Springfield
Townahi \dent, hos )

taksn a pay cut from his previcus
Job, but it's a aight moro monecy
than be dreamed of making in
1959 when he was forced to quit
school when his father's mechani-
cal contracting buainess failed.
“My college career en: with
the bankruptey,” hs said. “Wo
not only loat our buainess, we lost
our home. I came home and took
two jobs. I worked 80 hours o
week In a bowling alley cleaning
ash trays and tollets for 80 cents

, made a small fortune in real cs-

" tate. But in the Iate 1950s Rogers

was a budding banjo picker witha
folk quartet.

The Wanderers, as the group
was named, cut a 45 rpm vinyl
recording of tunes called “Shot
Down" and “Class Ring.”

The former title was appropri-
ate, Rogers sald, uss “the
record was ahot down” and few
copies were sold.

though The Wanderers were
offered a chance to tour with the
Grand Ole Opry, Rogera said, two
of the musicians had more tempt-
ing, if less artistic, offers of em-
ployment, so the group folded and
, the Opry was left to struggle on
. without Rogers and his mates.

In his current job, Rogers, 63, is

hardly tempted to sing “Shot
‘ Down™ anymore, considering
. Onkland County’s economic vital-
_ ity is second to none in the state.

Altogether, Rogers rulea over 53
employees In three critical sub

N de-paxtments, te. col?mu‘?ltyﬂu-

an hour." S § I was lucky
enough to get 100 hours a week.”

Mucking out those ash trays
and commodea, however,
launched Rogers on his first ca-
reer in bowling alley management.
Before long he was “tho youngest
(bowling elley) manager in the
state of Michigan,” working at an
alley in Midland.

Offered 10 percent of the prof-
its, if ho could generate them,
Rogers did so, then found out how
much a handshake deal is worth
when the owner went back on his
pledge, saying that Rogers
“should be grateful that (he) had
ajob."

Rogers quit on the apot, re-
turned home and got & manager
job at the 300 Bowl In Waterford,
‘which ho returned to profitablilty
within a year. Little did he know
at the time that his pro shop
mansger, Larry Crake, would: A
— take over the head manager job
when Rogers left, B — buy the
bowling alley in 1963, and C —

me chuh-m'an of the county

board of that ap-

P

ent and planning.

Community development peo-
-7 ple distribute about $4 million a
- year in federal block grant money
- to county communities. Economic

. people

!businesses to locate in Oakland
. County and aid businesses al-
. “ready here, The planning depart-
. 'ment, among othr qﬂnp, helps

proved Rogers’ appolntmont to
his current post.

Ties that bind

“] took his job,” Creke eaid.
;"i'han 1 bought the bowling al-
oy."”

Rogera moved on to work in
sales for the Michigan Bell Yel-
low Pages, whereh he learned thnt{

1 the backb

. au-
- thorities so that they don't have
" tohire architects.

.- Takes pay cut

With an annual ealary of

I The Qakland County Clrcult
' Court is sponsoring a serles of
+ freo dlvorce end family counseling
: workahops. .

" All workshops will occur from
- 7-9 p.m. on Mondays at tho Firat
" United Methodist Church, 1582
*. West Maple in Birmingham.

+ _ March 15: “Helping Children of
" :‘)lvom Succsed” with Peter Kee-
» in,

- Marlinga talks

Carl Marli the M 1,

aro a
America. “I'm proud to be a sales-
man,” he said. “Sales peoplo are
the movers and shekers of the
world.”

In the early 19708 Rogers felt

: Free divorce workshops set

March 22: “Financial and Legal
Aspects of Divorce” with attorney
Ron Bookholder.

March 29: “Child Custody, Vis-
{tation and Psychological Evalua-
tione"” with Lyle Danulofl.

April & “Ho Says, She Says,
They Say: Divorce Communica-
tion”” with Michael Earl and Toby

Arons,
Call 858-0344.

at OCC

County prosecutor and cand(dato
for the U.8, Senato, will make a
speech at Oakland Community
Colloge’s Orchard Ridge campus 7
p.m. Monday, March 15. Admis-
sion is frec,

: Marlinga’s topic will be “Ethics

in Business and Government.”

. A prosccutor for eight years
, now, Marlinga rocontly an-
! nounced that be'll challengo Sen.
* Don Rieglo in the 1994 Democrat-

ic primary.

The Orchard Ridge campus is
on Orchard Lake Road juat south
of [-696, Call 471-7744.

873-8300 £42-3000
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Neighborhood planning: Ken Rogers looks

city block in Pontiac.

confident enough to go into busi-
ness for. himsclf, cstablishing
L.HR. Evans & Assoclates, an
Oakland County real estate bro-
kerago house. In seven years the
company went from $1 million in
gross sales to $20 milllon, Rogers
sald.

But after 20 years of moving
renl estate around Rogers was
prime for a now challenge, 8o lis-
tened closely when Patterson of-
fered a pieco of his administration
ple. “I was at a point in wy life
where I had to figure out what 1

wanted to do with tho rest of my
life,” Rogers said. “And there
wasn't any aother job in county
government that would have in-
terested mo at all.”

So Rogers sold his share in Ev-
ans & Associates and entered gov-
ernment emptoyment for the first
time, “I'm going to make dang
sure the public gets what Is ex-
pected from me,” he sald, “This is
the end of my career. When I'm
done with this job I'm done work-
ing.” s
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b,

on as architect Bret Raseg does a comp

Quite the busy fellow, Rogers
has also been president of the
Qskland County Chamber of
Commerco, & community activiat
P ing once an Ind d
Township rezoning that would
have made way for & K mart
store) and a United Way volun-
teer for the last 12 years.

“Ho's one of those guys who,
when he's got a job to do, he does
it,” said Dick Campbell, a former
neighbor and soldier against the
K mart invasion. “He’s an unu-

ver for homes on a

sual person in a very positive
way.”

“Someone once said, ‘You're a
yankeo doodle dandy,’ and I guess
T am,"” Rogors said of his United
Way involvement. “I believe that
if you had the bencfits of this
country, you owe something back.
Freedom is something you work
at. You vote. You do your share in
the local community. You go in
tho service if you'rs called. Volun-
teerism is what built this country.
I thl.nk it’s made me a better per-
son."”
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Because, at The Bank of Bloomfield Hills there are no tellers, no lines,
and only a select group of very satisfied clients.

Each of our clients receives the most personalized, confidential and professional service available.
Qur experienced staff of Private Bankers will work with you to meet your individual financial needs.

PLUS, through April 15, 1993, we're offering the most effective 18-month investment in town:

' The Prisate Rank
i ! 505 North Waadwand @ Suite 1300 » Blaenfickd Hill Michizan 4854

* §25,00 mintmum depnit
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