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Pun c hes frompageilA

"Common Cause

rambling down their streot?
Ku-pow!
& Beechview  student shuffle:

Y
school had people grappling for
golutions. One idea involved mov-
ing students to Wood Creek and
Alameda. Guess who had to in-
form 50 or so parents in a heated
mecting at the school their kids
would be the ones moved?
Wham!

W School fisticulfs: Several ro-
ported fighting incidents in the
schools this winter prompted &

B ‘I've watched him over the years. He'll listan
to the paronts and he'll give them a falr shake

. . .1think he has a great sense of advocacy
for the average student. | mean phllosophically
wae're very cloge: The avorage kid needs atton-

tion. He's going to be sensitive to a student’s

to & student’s noods.” .

Neither fully know the scope of
the job at the time it began.
‘Thipgs bave certainly billowed

since,

Hls schedule on one day went
like this: An Optimist Club board
meeting (he’s a member); a
Roundtable discussion with stu-
dents; a conference regarding a

Michael Flunagan principal's evaluation; a hearing
schaol i ¢ garding a student iplinary
case; & visit to the Food Service = S
I at North Farmi
\'would K‘x‘:dluu ldo?"t go as well Cowan recalls how he had to and returning three pages in

flurry of activity by d
parents, not the least of which
wan an emotional meeting in Fob-
ruary with Save Qur Sons And
Daughters' Allen Martin at the
Farmington Public Library. Soms
in the audience used the gather-
ing aa a forum to lambasto the
schools. Guess who was left to
stand up and defend the schools’
side?

Pow!

“He ia in a tough spot,” achool
board member Cathleon Webb
enid. “Ho does take a lot of the
heat. It's just the nature of his
job.

“Ho takes a lot of tho heat off
the board. It’s a reassuring feeling
for tho board to know that he's
there.”

‘Webb and others concur Cowan
wrestles with the multi-tentacled
beast with particular aplomb, Ho
seldom gets riled or defensive.

Bears up well

His gregarious personelity and
g-foot-2 frame bear up well under
the pressure.

“ don't know,” he eaid with a
alight laugh. “My blood pressure

y as 3

Nat that Cowan’s complaining.
He's quick to add how much he
enjoys dealing with people, solv-
ing a crisis a minute, and belng
the point man on a variety of ls-
sues. Ho also stresses that excel-

0

desl with a kid at one school
who'd liko to run away; then have
another kid at the other school go
after a teacher with a pair of scie-

sors,
“] was younger then,” sald
Cowan, 63,

, 68,
lent staff and parents help make The experience served him well.
thejob easier. Layoffa and budget difficulties
After 31 years in education, the  led Sup i dent Michael Flan-
former collcgiate baseball catcher  sgan to create the dual position of
:; uu‘%d to a fow knuckleballs, bulldingand student services,
ough.
Cowen started out in the dis- Uptothe task
trict as a physical education Flanagan thinks Cowan is up to

teacher. He bocame a principal at
Wooddale Elementary in 1967.
Cowan'’s ascent in the adminis-
tration ranka has been steady. He
perved as an asaistant high school
principal at No f
1980.85; then as principal, 1985-

90,

Cowan has also been a princi-
pal ot Falrview, Highmeadow and
Engle clementary schools in addi-
tion to Wooddale.

Ins 1971, he served as tho head

d for drvi
and Highmeadaw. Because of dia-
trict budget constraints, he split
time between both places,

tho task.

“I'vo watched him over the
years,” Flanagan sald. “He'll lis-
ten to the parents and he'll give
them a falr shake. . .

“] think he has & great sense of
advocacy for the avorage student.
I mean philosophically we're very
close: Tho averago kid needs at-
tention. He's going to be sensitive

phone calla,

“I'm very lucky, though,” he
sald. "Sometimes pecple look at
age and cxperience as a detriment
in this day and age. . . . All that
background has helped in han-
dling the job I have now.”

He admits it's difficult not to

leader to

Karen Holcomb-Merrill, execu-
tive director of Common Cause in
Michigan, will be the featured
spesker at the Monday, April 5,
meeting of ths Farmington Chap-
ter of the Older Women's League
(OWL) at 7 p.m. in the Farming-
ton Branch Library on State

treot,

Holcomb-Merrill will discuss
campaign finance reform and eth-
{cs In government.

Common Cause, a non-parti-
san, non-profit citizens' lobby, at-
tempta to keep watch on govern-

-ment at all levels.

Moare than 270,000 citizen-
members throughout the United
States are involved in Common
Causs

become defenaivs,

when peopla call his [ntegrity and

ability into question. Some angry

Eom“l: and residents have done
v .

Citing the lack of government
othics laws in Michigan, Hol-
comb-Merrill wil ndvise votera of

speak

Karen Holcomb-Merrill

proposals endorsed by Common
Cause to bring about reform in
this area. I

The meeting Ia freo and open to
the publle. For more information
or to join the Older Women's
League, call 474-3094. ..

One particularly volatile isaus
{nvolvnd the Wooddale perking
ot. -

Cowan and administratora met
with residents on several occa-
sions. Despite that, the solution
atill left many reaidents upsct.

“The frustrating thing Is that
you'd like to ses everyono happy,”
he said. “So many things I deal
with, you realize you’re not going
to mako everyone happy.”
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Investors Are Frustrated And
Angry About Higher Taxes

“ belleve The President and Congress are
golng to give us higher taxes and inflation. My
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Forget the parking
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Todays seniors who are
counting on theis nest eggs to
provido for them are frustrated
and angry. They feel thelr taxes
are golng up whilo tholr Income
goes down and oven soclal
security Is an tho table.

A local rolirco was quoted as
saying "Clinton’s alroady
changed his mind on tox cuts,
and ho wants me to pay higher
gns taxas. My property
assessment is golng up 15%
100 -whot in tha world Is going
on? I've sacrficed enough
already.” These guys shoutd be
ashomed of themselves for
grabbing mora of my monoy
before thoy tighten their own
belts.

As with anything else,
knowledge is tha koy.
‘Washington is taking én moro
than over and hopos the

advice is to hold your wallets.”

- Local Retiree

averago person willnot leam
about thelr alternatives. They
want you to keep your money in
fully taxable CD's so you con
pay your “falr share,” and anto
up for mose of Congress's pet
projects.

A Freo Roport callod “Llttle
Known Secrets to Beat IRS™ Is
now ovalleble. The roport \
shaws in simple language how
to keep mere of your hard
eamed dollars In your pocket
whoro it belongs. It tells you
how to stop being at the morcy
of tho IRS and peliticians. You
can cal 1.-800-778-2385 (24
hours) for @& freo racorded \

massage, to_got your copy of |

the report. Call now and find
out what tho IRS, Congress and
the Clinton adminlstration prefer
you don't know.
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