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‘than many people might sus, :
That being said, he added he often wonders
why there isn't more contamporary architec-

ture. .

He's also mystified as to why so much of the
contemporary architecture he soes is 8o badly
designed. “I think almost all of it {a terrible.”

Perhaps the two are related, ke concluden.
Tobocman said he believes that since there is
0 little contemporary — and much of it s sub-
standard — home buyers® expectations are low-
er. .

Bocausa expectations are lower, much of the
contemporary architecture baing bullt 1 less
than praiseworthy and fewer people aro drawn
*to contemporary deaigns. R

“So much of contemporary architecture
scems like a knockoff of a bad copy,” he said.

Contemporary architecture {s so much more
than white houses with flat roofs and round
windows — some of the traita commonly asso-

. chatelg wid': contemporary mhitectl:m. ho sald.
er

" rary architecture includo simplicity of design,

* ‘baslc geometric shapes, stark flat walls and ma-
* terisls l1ke steel girdors and glass. - .
Contemporary design aleo requires proper
use of proportion, lighting and shadow, siting
and materials,

architecture,

y archi are more d
in plmldxjg themselves than going along with

the crow: K

“] like to think thoy're intelligent peoplo who
have lookwd around a blt and mada a conscicus
decision to build samething special,” ho said.
“They want what they want and they arc not
going to be awayed by a particular preferenco of
a given community.

“They want to be in sync with living today,”
hesald.

Tobocman added that while he docsn't nec- [r=%
essarily think traditional architecture {s always
bad, be dotsn’t understand why more people
are not drawn to contemmporary architecture,

Fortunate architect .

Tobocman sald he is fortunate. He hos either
worked in a small office or as an independent.

A lot of architects don’t have that luxury.
Many work in large firms on parts of projecta or
on many different types of projects.

“I never had to compromise that — 1 waa
lucky enough s0 that I didn't have to do those
things.”

Pice bost: The National Associaiton of Home Builders said high
$4,600 to the price of a new; 2,000-square-feet, $120,000 home.

Don’t blame owl for lumber prices

{AP) — Sharp increases in lumber
prices wero caused mainly by the na-
tion's edonomic recovery rather than
apowadLow‘l protection or federal logg-

when adjusted for inflation, are no
higher than they were in the 1970s.
Mortgage interest rates affect the coat
of a house mors than lumber, which

gerated the northern spotted owl's im-,
“pact oo the jumbor market, .

The price of framing lumber ross to

$474 per 1,000 board fect in February

By workingina small office and then moving
straight into his own practice, he had the op-

Mapy of the fehtures lari:
like Mies van der Rohe, Frank
and Charles J

‘Tobocman said ho doesn't like to taik about mﬁ;‘w fine tuno bis silla o ing from $256'last October, A board foot accounts for about 5 percent of the
the features of “contemporary architecture” be-  Another Plus was that one of his first really mTrl:mmMriy said that while the prics is ,‘R’ foot W‘;‘:ﬁ::&":&g":‘;ﬂ"”x_ cost °fl:lh°“:°' ::9 mpc{rt "]:' Prest.
cose Wi e e o amopes and bad g pjss el cpuAT oI o s b btanis R ceton or s oo,y s, dns s Al 3 ot contr

d by pi wass hing succoss. ing ts that it will nat  sengonal factors and an import duty ence in Portlend, Ore., industry lead-

Lloyd Wright, significantly slow housing starts or on Canadian lumber have played era have argued that Northwest logg-

Grls (Le C fer) are L ,ﬂ“nk it was really the first apartment wh‘?"{?‘““’"ﬁ“’"’f b 8o 57T role In pushing the lumber price  ing reductions, are holding back
or-

- "sometimes thought of as the end all to contem-
porary architecture. .
“They’re a beginning point,” he eaid. Toboc-
man said ho greatly admires the works of these
past masters, but that shouldn’t mean contem-
porary architecture should stop ovolving.
© " “There are no hard, fast rules.”

. Bad architecture

Poorly deaigned ry archi i
infuriating to Tobocman for a variety of rea-
sona. “It's an opportunity that wasn't capltal-
ized on and overyono suffers for it.”

The bomeowner suffers beeauso hb's not get-
ting good work, ho said. Another architect with
tho skill, talent and determination to develop a
good design but needs a break losea becausoe
somo Jess talented architect wina the bid.

“And wo all suffer because we perpotuate
that mediocrity we're gotting and sceing and
peaplo stick with the traditional atyles instead
of trying something new.” -

What itis

Contemporary architocture isn't always easy §

to define, he will sdmit. “When peoplo ask me
to deseribe it, I say como, let me show you.”
“The dictlonary defincs it as mganing ‘of our
time,’ " he sald, adding that features aro not as
i as achloving a kind of timeloss ns-

ect.
P “1 would like to be able to say '— when I'm
dono doing this — that no one wauld be able to
point at a design I did and say that was built at
aspecific time.”

Not for everyone

Tobocman grants not everyone s going to
like contemporary architecture. People who like
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done tarts
‘e sald. It created quite a stir in tho comauni- ::::uhg.\;on and adding costs to
, he said, and his pamo became fairly woll gress, concluded that timber an '

vice, an arm of the Library of Cond-
ty.
known in architectural circles. housing industry lcaders have exag-

up.
But the report paid those prices,

not without some hustls on his part) for that he
is thankful, he said.

Steady work has also given him an opportu.
nity to hirn down projects and make stands §
other architects hungry for work might not
have.

“I've walked away from projects — some-
times I’m rehired or asked jack, sometimes I'm
not but that has helped me establish a reputa- §
tion for good design.” :

Tobocman said he has but ono criteria for his
projects. “I always ask myself, would I bo proud
to show it to another professionel thet T hold in
high esteem, "

After that, work came in fairly regularly (but . -
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