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Consider another
opinion about
growth hormone

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
BrrciAt WRITER

The mason swiftly and meticu-
Jously places each brick, shaves
off the excess mortar, then levels
it off before moving on to the next.
Mac, who has been watching the
process in awe, to his

n MOVIES

Lrothers decido to start thelr own
business end cash in on the
bullding boom of the 1850s. The
ambitious Mac (Turturro) scon
di; t broth Vico and

brothors waiting in the car,

“has recommended that I have
“him cvaluated for a growth
hormone that the doctor says
qnlght help him become taller
“than he could without it.

1 am confused about my own
values in this matter. There 15
an cngineering quality about
-doing something liko this that
“does not ap] to me. Do you
know anyons who has ever

takon growth hormone and if
ym; do, did it affoct bis behav-
ior’

1 feet 5o sorry for my son be-

i cause I bellove that he will be
handicapped if he continues to
be so much shorter than his
peers, 1 am 6 fect 8 inches and
{my wifo is 6 feet 3 inches, we
are average size people. The
dom;:hny- that my son lacks

lives. Robert Reich our newly
appointed Secretary of Labor
ia 4 feet-8 Inches tall. He Is ro-
spected as et prolific writer
and intellectual. He talks of-
ten about his short stature
and how it forced him to be
more than adequate in order to
meke up for this deficiency.
The parents of children re-
coiving growth hormone treat-
ment respond in different
ways. For soms it is a relief be.
causs a solution to a problem
has been found., For others, es-
jally parents who have de-
nied the problem, n creates
stress because denizl

Bruno (Michael Badalucco and

mother, who is naver actually
seen, but only heard Peanuts-
style screaming from ber room
upstairs. In the bathroom, Vico
will be shaving, Bruno will be
soaking in the tub, while Mac is
on the toilet.
Until now, Turturro was best
knuwn for his work with Spike
Lee (“Do the Right Thing”) and
the Coen Brothers (“Barton
Fink"”). He has been developing
“Mac” since 1980 with co-writer
Brandon Cole, staging bita of it as
a work-in-progress and fine tun-
ing for the movie project.
The reainess of “Mac's" script
egmeu from Turturro's childhood

——mm Dear Barba. peers and with authority fig- “that's our new bricklayer.” Carl Capotorto) don't share his
- SENSE ™% ures. Often children are treat- “Mac,” opening this week at “0ld World” work ethic.
T — Mysonisa  ed as if they are as mature as the Maple, expects its audiencoto  Not that it's entirely thnlr fault.
C very shoart their height suggests and not uhm Macn fucinndon with Mac is a workaholic and perfec-
third grader by their actual age or bel t tionist. Ho takes on their late fa-
whoso atature  There is argument among ly. you : don't hiave to be Bob Villa ther's adage: “Thers are only two
is i other p 1s about to appreciate the labor of love cre-  ways to do something. My way
behavioral  Whether extremaly short stat- ated byscwrfwrlur/dlxecwr John and the rlght way. And umyn
problems in  ure is in fact the handicap you Turtu both the same.’
school, He thinkitls. ’l‘lmd of working for slapdash They live in hobicall
JEPR fights with ‘While most recognize the contractors, three Queens-based close quarters wlth thelr widowed
BAH Ra theother kids  Physical limitations and eocial :
schiFF  ond with his mgm "?._': l}wr: people n&::t
chor. His ~ eondure; s just as true t
:::dlanlclan short peaple often lead normal SCREEN SGENE

A sampling of what’s playing at
altemative movia theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

W ANN ARBOR FILM CO-OP
Auditorium A Angell Hall, 435 8.
State, Ann Athor, Call 663-7812
for information. ($4)

“Bullet in the Head" (Hong
Kong — 1990), 7and 8 p.m.
March 2627, Three Hong Kong
buddies seek their fortunes in
wnMom Vietnam in th is un dh-

vered eplc gem from
gcmr J ohn Woo (“Thn Klller J

more difficult when a child
must be taken for daily treat.
ments,

If ‘you question your doctor's
1s you should go for a

needed for
] adequnu growth.

Dear Jack,
I have never known anyone
“who has taken growth hor-
* mone, Of course, I wnuld wel-

Jack

«
<

neond opinion. A pediatric
endocrinologist is most famil-
jar with this kind of problem.
Also, you could contact the

uman Growth F at

M DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833-
2323 for information, ($5; $4 stu-
denta and senior citizens)
“Qlivier Olivier” (France —
1992}, 7 and 9:30 p,m. March 26-
21,1, AAu_‘d‘lpm.MarchEB A

(800) 451-8484 They do nrnt

| thriller, based on a
true swry about a nine-year-old
from a small

-, come any first hand Infc
* tion from readers; that would
" be best. The sources for thla
 column are the Deceraber 1892
i {gsue of the American Payche-
logical Association "Mnnlmr "
Fran Price of tho Human
Growth Foundstion, and a
pediatric nurse who is familiar
with children and families in-
volved in growth hormone
treatment.
It is essentinl that the diag-
nosis bo made only aftor care-

.|~ ful and comprehensive testing..

When it is a valld d

ont

whom uhau]d be treated with
human hormone but
they are a fine source of infor-
mation on how and why we
don't grow. They also guide
parents to understand what
tr[mkeu up an adequate diagno-
8is,

No one can make this deci-
slon for you, but if you feel
sorry for your son, it is likely
that he will too. If it ia possi-
ble, change feeling sorry for
oneaelf to faeling luclw n:::s

growth hormone has been used
successfully, The argument is
1 over whether it can help other
children, these who are short
- but do not lack the hormone.
‘With those with the deficioncy
tho drug has been successful
both ln nddlng lnchea nnd in

onesel
solutions are nvullable

P‘rcnch town. When he returna ot
age 14, no one's really sure if he's
the same child. Directed by Ag-
nieszka Holland (“Europa, Euro-
pa”), this acclaimed new film
plays for two weekends.

Bl HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL

138671 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.
Calt 943-2330 for information.

(Freo)

“Out of the Blue” (USA —
1947}, 7 p.n., March 22. George
Brent and Virginia Mayo star in
this comedy about xm ina h!gh~

If you have a question or
comment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and experi-
enced counselar, send it to
Street Scnse, Observer & Ec-
centric Ncwspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48160,

Many experts boliove that
cxtremo shortness in child-
hood can cause problems with

You can also leave a message
by calling 953-2047, mailbox
1877, on a Touch- Tone phone.

class P
¢d by an assortment of non- con-
formists.

B MICHIQAN THEATRE

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call

668-8397 for Information. ($5; $4

students and senlor citizens)
“Shame" (Sweden — 1968),

4:16 p.m. March 22, 7 p.m. March

23, In this classic from director

%’k

L3 J
OISi S
» Served In our beaustful
banquet hall,
* We seat 400 guests for all occasions,

Wednesday

Buffet

« Homemade Soups
» Salad Bar with Fresh Frult
+ 3 Homemade Pastas
+1 Meat Entree and Vegetable
» Assorted Pizzas
. llomumde Bmd & Garlic Rolls
* Dessert T4
Served 4 30 8: 30 p.m.
Groups Welcome ~ Cocktatls Avatlable
53 1-4960
Adults  Under 10 Yezrs  Scnlors
162 137 1575
* We eater to a1l arcas.
Mile bermeen fakater & Middienelt

“\a‘“‘ c

,.--on.to-----nloooc

Mosic Maduess Packages

« Qvernight Guest Room + Dinner for Two
+ 2 Movio Tickets to AMC/Lourel Park 10
« Continertal Breaktast for 2 the following moming

ALL FOH...sag
LIVONIA

482-3100 amsched
'o-toonoo-o--o---olooo-o--'

plus tax
per night

\arriott,
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brought indoors

« and step into spring!

Flower & qun Show

* Enjoy a live butierfly garden filed with summer flowers
«+ Sae over one acre of professlonally designed landscapes

« Joke part in a variety of lectures and demonstrations

Show Hours: Location: Washtenaw Farm Council Grounds
Th-Sat., Mar. 2627, 5055 Ann Asbor-Saline Rdl., Ann Arbor
&f,,‘?ﬁ,%fﬂ Tickets: ot the door, ot Michigan Krogers and:
9am.-5p.m. ANN AZBOR 3

Abbolt's Lantscope Ny, SerbnorJoan fioral Co.
Opening Gal Ann Aar € HOWELL
Wed.,Mar. 24, Dnamﬂo(w Holor's Plowors
7900, e MoRoE
Senlors Tm':%ammm w‘ PLYMOUTH
Thur., Mat. 25, nmcmou PONTIAC
$1 off af the doorl Wokn

cm'mu SAUNE

Koot & Ston

il

X ot
DEARBORNITS. ko

m&ﬂv of M!chan Matihael Botanical Gardons

benefitting:
998-7002

lngnux Bergman, married musi-

cians (Max von Sydow and Liv
Ullmann) suffer as civil war rag-
ing across their ialand.

kends working with hia car-
penter father. The movie is dedi-
cated to the late Nicholas Turtur-
ro; whose presence radiates from
every fraome. Over tho closing
credits, the loving son places the
sound of his father's irritated
voice on an answering machine.
As a first-time director, Turtur-
ro does Jeave some loose ends, El-
len Barkin's amusing bit as a

Turturro’s ‘Mac’ is a labor of love

beatnik poet and artist's model
who steams up both of Mac's
brothers, seems liko an after-
thought. John Amos has an emo-
tional hospital room sceno_after
he falls off a roof, but he's Rover
beard from again.

‘Turturro instead focuses hh of-
forts on the love-hata relationship
between the brothers, all threo
vividly portrayed. Mac's wife is
played by Turturro's realdife
spouse Katherine Borowitz and
not gurprisingly she brings a na-
turalistic quality to the role.

More than just an entertaining
perlod piece, the movie and"its
messago about taking pride in
your work, whether it's laying
cement or making movies, reully
hits home,

If you hove a comment for John
Monaghan, call him ot 953-2047,
mailbox number 1866, on a touch
tone phone, or write "him care of
Street Scene, %bnrvc & Ectenmc

625,

Livonia 48150,

Offer Explres March 31

Shields

B OFF

off a large ptzza uith three or more tiéins.
Aol uzlld with any otber coupon o special.

umsln.n TROY
1 | retegrapn at 1o s nnmm,muumnu. mwmdnm Van
L Seearzo. 345-9110 637-3131

MI'IRO [)FIROIT'S lA\’ORIIl' 1
- ~'DEEP DISH. 'PIZZA-

Kids, Our Spectacular :_-
3-D KIDDIE MENU IS HERE!

Don't Forget to Bring Mom & Dad .ot

STEALING HEIGHTS

Dyoe & 18 ¥llo

TRETI AR
" 12018, b 3¢ ot 300K,
$79-9270 BATI750 —!

Mobul

Geta $14 reserved seat fo

Serving up th
St M@aas

Don 't miss the Reckers in sheir
FINAL Regular Season Game. -

[ i

$5 Courtesy Passes avallable at participating
r ONLY $5

‘Mobil Gas Stations

comphments of

Giveaways All Game&ang'

o Autographed Soccer Balls
o Rockers T-Shirts
» Tickets to Shows at the Fox Theatre
GRAND PRIZE
Rockers '93-'94 Season Tickets -
AND MORE! ()

mms

An evening of
Great Soccer Fun!

presented by




