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Firty Cents

Making a science of It: Heather
Shenkman of Farmington Hills is
one of 300 semignalists in the
Westinghouse Science Talent
Search./3A

Computer crooks: Sometimes
they don’t see themselves as oper-
ating outside the law, but they
could be out to get you./9A

Digging In: All of the school
finance reform plans being offered
need some sprucing up, according
to an editorial on today’s Opinion
Page./14A

West on 1-696: It takes lots of
drive to get to work each day —
and there’s plenty to see along the
way./15A

All-Area swimmers: Some of the
best swimmers and relays in the
state comprise the 1993 All-Ob-
server team./5B

Soccer preview: Farmington
teams are getting ready for the
start of a new season next week.
/1B .

l Off to Washington: Farmington
Hills resident Doug Ross, director
of Michigan Future Inc, was of-
fered a position in the Clinton
administration./1C

Healthy kids: Kindergartners in-
Farmington Hills are practicing
their exercises, to show themat a.
. health-oriented day that area
YMCAs will celebrate./1H
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i Eccentric’s special supplement ex-
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City

A An fce arena for Farmington Hills? The city counctl
453 thought enough of the idea to authorize a market
7 study by the University of Michigan sports factlities
mww to see if an ice facility could be a money
T,

sporta facilities rescarch laboratory to
conduct a market study to sce if an
foe facility could be a money maker,
not something the city would have to
subsldize.

“Ultimately, whother it would be
public or private, this would have to
pay for itself,” sald Councilman Ter-
ry Sever. '

BY BILL COUTANT
STAF? WRITER

Farmington Hills City Council
members want to make suro they are
on eolid ground before they go any
further with plans to build or run an
ico arena.

The cauncil voted unanimously to
hire the Unlversity of Michigan's

The city's ice arena citizena’ study
committee, which began work in De-
cember 1992, recommended that the
ity contract with the laboratory and
its director, Jack Vivian, at a cost of
$8,000 plus expenses.

“He I8 one of the forcmost ice arena
consultants, If not in the country, ot
least in our erea,” eaid mayor pro tem
Larry Lichtman, who chairs tho lce
arcna committeo, “We need rellable
informaticn and an analysis of the
known potentlal users in the area.”

In a letter to the city, Vivian said
the study would “analyze the market

v
1993 Sutartian Communcadons Corpamon

to study ice arena viabil

for hockey, figure skating, and specd
skating activities In the Detroit arca
by surveying existing skating organ-
jzations for their current usa patterny
and by examining gencra! population
characteristics of Farmington and
Farmington Hills.”

The study could begin as soon &8
next week.

Councilwoman Joanne Smith em-
phasized that the study did not com-
mit the city to building a facility.

“We aro not buying an ice arena at
this point,” Smith sald.

Bee ICE, 4A

New author finds pleasure in words

‘Romn'ncing the word:
family and forebears (background)

- SHARON LEM{ZUX/STAr? PIIOTOGRAPHER

Author Joan Avery’s interest in history is shown in the photos of her-

in her Farmington Hills home.

BY BILL COUTANT
BTAYY WRITER

| Whon Joan Avery quit & good ad-
vertising job to stay home with her
nowborn daughter 10 ycars ago, she
found that reading romance novels
provided a healthy retreat from par-
enting.

Now she’s writing them.

The University of Michigan-Dear-
born graduate said that having three
children in 3% years and ralsing
them until school age gave her little
chance for serious Intellectual pue-
suits. But historical novels provided
enough intercst without being too
difficult.

“] love history,” Avery said. “T
found that I could read (historical
romances) in short spurta and not
ll;lu'ﬁm plot. It saved my sanity a

it.”

ARer her kids were sent off to
school, Avery suddenly found her-
self with time on her hands, So she
decided to try her hand at writing a
historical novel, even though she
had little writing background.

“It was quite a change from writ-
ing something for an advertisoment
that takes a matter of peconds to
writing. something. of 100,000
words,” she sald. “I decided to give
myself a year and see If I could do

it
Eighteon months later, with the

Sco AUTHOR, 2A

The city council called tho meeting
after a group of residenta spoke in op-
position to the plan — which called
for o 28-foot clock tawer at the corner
of Grand River and Farmington — at
& recont council meeting.

“I think this meeting will hopefully
bring about & compromise on thie j8-
sue, using the best of all idess, in-
cluding Input from the citizens,” soid
councilwoman JoAnne McShane.

By LARRY O’CONNOR
STAY? WARITER

A specinl mecting has been called
for Wednesday, March 31, botween
gw Fnrmlng\tun City Council and the

8 Authority to

discuss a timely topic — the pro-
poaed downtown clock tower.

The meeting will take place at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday In the council cham-
bers of the Fanmington City Hall,
23600 Liberty Street.

Jewelers face trial
on gem theft charge

Dennis James Molonoy, for larceny
over $100, a five-year felony.

The men face arraignment in Oak-
land County Circuit Court before
Judge Steven Andrews at 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 6.

The Ohlo salesman who said he
misplaced the jowelry with a whole-
salo value of $19,600 last April 24,
testified that Terterian and Moloney

By BiLL COUTANT
BTAY? WRITER

Tho owner and the manager of a
Farmington Hills jewelry atoro will
atand trlal on chargea that they kept
Jewelry that a saleaman mistakenly
1oft in tholr store, denied they had it,
and then tried to sell it. -

District Judge Fred Harris bound
aver Paul Vatch Torterian, owner of
Artisan’s Jewelry ot Grand River and
Drake, and the store’s manager, -

Boo JEWELERS, 2A

“We have heard the peoplo speak,”
soid DDA director Judy Downey.
“Qur focal point was not to bo disrup-
tive but to beautify a part of down-
town.”

Do.wney said sho couldn't speak for
the DDA board of di but more

Joint meeting to re-examine clock plan |

A number of alternatives may bo
considered in place of a 28-foot clock
tower.

Ono could be the original proposal
submitted by the 126th anniversary
committee, of 8 ntmauup: clockona
N the M

than likely they'll reconsider the
plan. Clty architect Chris Wzacny,
who designed tho clock tawer and is
one of its grostest supporters, is sup-
posed to submit a rovised plan.

Testitylng: Ohio sal

Michael Goldh
5

or g
Templo corner without a clock.

“The corner nceds renovating bad-
Iy,” Downoy said. “I'd like to sce it
completed this year. . . "

SHARO:

PIOTOGRATHER

describes the

missing jewelry in 47th District Court.

March into spring

Memory Lane
From the March 26, 1953, edition of tho Farm-
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The Farmington Community Band, directed by
R. Paul Barber, will perform a concert of marches
2t 3 p.m. Sunday, March 28, in the auditorium of
H:;rriwn ‘High School, on 12 Mile west of Middle-
belt.

’I‘h‘l_n yoar's band rostor iycludes more tl’mzn 60

FARMINGTON FOCUS

April 7, during Honlth-O-Rama at Mercy Conter,
on 11 Milo, cast of Middlebelt,
Somo tests lt\c!udn helght l:{nd wuiz!\lt. visican.

ington Enterprisc:

B Sliced bacon was advertised at 39 cents a pound
st Zhonder Meats on Grand River.

B A bill to ban hunting with firearms in Farming-
ton Township waa passed by the state House of

from 20 For more {
tion on thia activity, call 476-6014 or 4893412,
A healthy activity

Mercy Centor in Farmington Hills will be a site
for Projoct Health-O-Rama, which attempts to
alort individuals to posaible health problems,

Health screening will be offered to anyone 18
yeara or older from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Wednosday,

lood p an and ro-
forral. Also available are a blood test panal (21
tests for $12), the prostate specific antigen blood
:1;:{ {325), and colorectal cancer screening kits
)

Volunteera from local nursing achools, allled
health schools, hospital and community organiza-
tions will § For moro fon on
Hoalth-O-Rama sites, call 424-8600 during nor-
mal business hours.

B Bruster Bulck was leading the Kings and
Queens Bowling League. Richardson’s Applinnce
was second.

W Flags were flown at half atafl o honor the late
Gov. Alexander Grosbeck, who held that office
1921-25. He died March 10,1853,

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48336, dropped off at the newspaper
office, or faxed to 477-9722, !




