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POINTS OF VIEW —

It takes lots of drive to get to work each day -

s ome spring morninga the suns | Farmington Hills, Just l;tok atthe

S

Oakland Drive, which goes through the | ton Hills police cars, facing in opposihli

& big orange ball in my rearview | height of the buildings: Southiield Orchard Ridge campus of Oakland directions g0 the cops can talk to cac!
mirror as I speod west on 1-698. | sprouts, Parmington Hills sprawls. Community College. other. Are they gamming like Melville'S.
$thnr morningas the sky is sort of & The mileage sign just before Inkster Thig fittls road has becomo almost a | whaling ships? =

purid gray that pretty much matches " Road (“Brighton 26, Lansing 74”) gives service drive for the freeway. It used to Farmington Road, one of the area’s -

the pavement and the concrute walls me a cortain leaving-town feeling. . . be one of the community’s best-kept more scenic two-lanes, goes steadily
looming up from the sides of the free- | now that I'm in Farmington, am I still secrets, but now it's been discovered as | downhill until it hits 10Mileanda =
wa, in metro Detroit? an easy way to avoid traffic-clogged 12 { stecp downgrade begins. Mostdays 1 »

['uesday morning was definitely one One very strange thing about thia

le Road or that. - ] f b
of {he latter. It was a dreary drive and | stretch of freeway. There's only ane Mile Road or no-way-on frecway. take the car out of gear and just coast

Oakland Drive ends at Farmington down.

it onded at gho beglnnlgg ofalongday. | exit — No, § at Orchard Lake Road — " — Road where a curfous traffic signal Over the yeara I've decided that it'll
Evory working day I drivo the I-696. betwoen Telegraph Road In Southfield | | RRMRLCLE - 1= . does little to control traffic, During be a good day if 1 can coast all the way=-
Destination: Farmington ,R?,“d and and the 1-275 interchange in western morning rush hour, it just blinks red- to Shiawasseo and halfway up the =
N“",‘E Milein 8P Farmt Hills, That's about seven the only one for seven miles of busy red for Oakland Drive, yollow-yellow other hill without touching the brake. =
di¢. miles, . freeway. The cxit ramp starts as one for busy Farmington Road. Sometimes | Mostly there's too much traffic, and. -

What is there to see? What is there Compare this to the much newer lane and widens to four beforo its thoe cars really pile up aleng Oakland, there goes my good day. - .

to think about as “Morning Edition” part of 1-696 to the east. There are on- | spews its teaffic onto busy Orchard and drivers take awful chances. Then it’s time to go south egain and
headlines are murmured over the car off ramps at every major road: Lahser, Lake Road. . That light should be fully operation- | zoom down Farmington Road — mak""’
radio? Oh, plenty. Evergreen, Southfield Road, Green- Most cars turn north toward north- | al — and it is at 10:30 in the morning ing the lights, hopefully, through the "’
Fizst of all, lot’s pleaso do away with ficld, Coolidg, etc. ern Farmington Hills and West Bloom- | when there's not nearly as much traf- central business district and past Niny~

' P ay What good (s a freeway that you fiold. Rolatively fow head south, But I | fic. Go figure. Mile. One difficult left tum later and-

this notion that there's nothingto see | 41 enter or leave? Maybe this is how | do. I'm on Farmington Road now, head- | I'm at work.

03:‘1';’ 3“{"1"”‘;"~ There's alottaseeIf | thoy 'wanted it 26 years ago whon this ‘Hint: A good way to got to Farming | ed south past Heritage Park and the o
yolr . Just Jook. part of tho freaway was built. Was the | ton Road (where there’s no freeway Community Center. Look into the Tom Buaer is the editor of The Farm
§{ou 1i notice, for exnmple, a definito | messoge: Just keep on driving, friend? | ramp, remember?) is to jog south on Community Center parking lot most ington Observer. He may be reached by, ;
end to Southfield and a beginning to Anyway, Exit 5 is well-used, being Orchard Lake and then turn right on mornings and you'll see two Farming- calling 477-6450.

Media pressure adds to hikers’ survival skills

t's hard to know which hat to put tographed. . come to the foot of the Great Smokies at the Holiday Inn . . . o
on, And of course this was major news. to do. The competition for the story “In the hotel, with no contact with s«
. That's because the mediawere | Although Cranbrook officials were co- was tremendous. A lot of time and the 80 people from Cranbrook in the
both the good guys and the bad guys in | operative in getting out the latest infor- monoy had been apent to overcome the | mountains, the whole emotional atrain.
the cfforts to get the Cranbrook-Kings. | mation on how many students had obatacles posed by weather and terrain. of the situation was the most intense...
wood hiking expedition safely out of been rescued, names wers never a part Students, recovering from theirown | that1havecver encountered in my life,
the Great Smokics as the Storm of the | of that. experience and worried about friends and I'm sure that was the same for the..
Cantury fell about them. Guards were posted at overy en- and in some cases family members, tell | others around us.” .

Ae Cranbrook officials told students | trance and throughout the Bloomfield
and parents gathered Wednosday to Hiils campus. The press was herded
welcome the sophomores back, the fact | into one building, and not allowed ac-

stories of being trapped in their rooms, Under that kind of pressure, some "~
of being followed into the motel’s pub- | students went too far. So did some me=~
lic restrooms. As the frustration built, | diz. But let's also remember who were™

that the whole world was watching cess to where parents wero gathered for somo students mooned reporters, the grown-ups here. R
through the barrago of coverage kopt tho latest information. A truce built on Erica Kohler, a sophomore from The students and parents who have:
the pressure on search efforis. a mutual concern for the students’ Later, a press conference was held for Bloomficld Hills, said she's sorry that | shared their experiences with us have-
‘And Cranbrook gave parents and safety developed. And parents willing familics willing to be Interviewed. happened. “But we felt kind of violat. been amazing. Their poise, their will-~
students the green light to go ahead to talk to the press know whero to find No such truce developed in the Great | ed. Like wo were trapped (because of ingness to meet our deadlines and their
and do follow-up stories. “Anyone who | them. Smokies. the media). I felt like 1 did when Twas | calls to say their stories were well told...
feéls comfortable helping tho media, So, at the homecoming, the press by Cranbrook officials asked students under the tarp with all that snow. have been gratifying. o
shonld,” was the gist of the pi t was allowed to tako who had been rescued and were holed “T couldn’t see my friends. I couldn’t Whatever hat wo'rs wearing, it's off.. 5
By policy, Cranbrook-Ki d, a photographs and describe the ecene up at Holiday Inn in Cherokee, N.C., leave my room for the most part.” to them for not only surviving the ulti-~
private achool that attracts students from afar, kept back from the yellow- not to talk to the medis, at least until Tan O'Laughlin, a senior from Orc- mate wilderneas expedition but the
fram other states and countrics, has al- | taped area whore students and parents | everyone was safe. Again, they were hard Lake and co-leader of one group, | wild throng of ‘media as well,
ways been a citadel of silence in pro- were ited. Even the emb i carrying out an obligation to students hiked out of the mountains Sunday.
tegting studenta from tho press. Even televised berating by one local anchor- | and parents as woll as keeping the flow | But his sister and girlfriond were Judith Doner Berne is assistant
% when we do a benign feature storyona | manto the on-the-scene reporter that of information coming from one source. | among thelast te bo rescued. For him, | managing editor for the Oakland Co
school program, there's a list of atu- she gt closer (“Aro you being physical- | ' But silence from tho kids was indi- | “the most difficult part of the expedi- ty editions of the Observer & Eccent;

dents who can't be interviewed or pho- |- ly restrained?”) couldin’t change that. | rect contrast to the job the medinhad | tion was the last four days that 1 spent You can call her at 644-1100, Ext. 242~

-
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‘Health conference offers

no bromides for care crises . — e —— ||”

c onversations on Health, | gyqt |g the older person who uses

the f d b
e o st Jobo. | the hoalth-care system the most.

son Foundation with guests Without elder health care and

Tipper Goro and Donna Shala- | Jong-term care fully understood

1a, the sccrotary of Health and
T iy wns arganized | @nd reformed, there cannot pos-

to give the American publican | 8Ibly be any type of health care
opportunity to express views reform policy that will work.
about our health care systom.
Hillary Rodham Clinton, who
R waa to lead the symposium,
could not attend due to her fa-

a

thor's illness.
‘The i

ton gathored was alleged] Mnnng;dcal:eia the ?ewbuzzw:rd.lnm not =

! T g certain what that exactly means, but I have the -

help Ma. Clinton with her health caro zeform distinet fecling that it is going to cost more and =

policies. To say that the meeting was disap- eliminate one of aur dearest freedoma, that of =

pointing Vj’?“ld bo kind. e e cholce. Managed care brings up the fssuc of E
The which by choice. It implies that people could no longer -

only, consisted of people who are involved ina select their own physicial or hospital. It also =

varioty of health care managemont. What we reeks of soclalized medicine, As our Canadi -

heard was nothing that we were not aware of neighbors, who constantly cross our borders to

and had not been aware of for yoars. Yes, there seck medical care, can tell us, this doesn't work

ae problems with our health care policies; it is either. ’ -

ai inequitable systom. All thoso who dosperate-

ly need help paying medical costa do not get it. In the United States, $93 billion is spent

The gmblemn are not now; tho forum offered no yearly on health caro. Ono out of every $7 is

solutions. - spent on health care. Are there abuses of the
‘There is not enough medical careinour system? Certainly. Are there easy solutions?

stato’s rural arcas; physician and hospital costs No. Can Ms. Clinton’s new roform proposals,

ara skyx\)clmﬁxﬂg;l home heulth‘curo, tgmught to which are due in May, solve the problem? I =
boan and viablo e, does doubt it. There are 35 million Amoricans who =
not work; and, to my dismay, health and long- have no health care insurance. Whore will the -
tedm ctn;;i for the olderly was not a subject to be funds come to provide care for them? '
addressed. : !

.Ifind it vory difficult to comprehond how the 1 have the distinct feoling that Ms, Clinton's R
government can como up with a revitalized health-caro reform policy has already been writ- !
hoalth-care systom that ia not fully concernéd ton and that the forums are exorcises in futility. :
with oldor adults. Peoplo over 65 are the largest Yes, overyono should have health care, but who R X : 8

t of our population and their t will pay for it? L have o feeling it will be you and RALFH LAUREN WOMEN'S CLASSICS SPRING 1993

are going to continue to grow. While the sympo- me.
alum was concerned with chitdron and preven-

tivo medicine, a lack of concern for the olderly Renee Mahler is a gerontologist and the direc- .
was evident. ’ tor of iona a imission at a Ro- - .
1t is tho older person who uses the health- chester Hills nursing facility. She is a former o '
care systom the most, Without cldor health caro member of the Michigan State Commission on ' 'Ih P() S '
and long-term care fully undorstood and re- Services to the Aging. R E LO 'IORE i
formed, thero cannot possibly be any type of To leave a message for Mahler, from a touch- ' RALPH LAUREN

health caro reform policy that will work. tone phone, call 953-2047, Ext. 1869.
. 201 Soutit Woonwarp * BIRMInGHAM + 313 617-7656

Your opinions Tell us and your neighbora what you think about the opinions
count... expressed by writing a letter to the editor at: The Observer,
21898 Farmington Rond, Farmington 48336, Or, il you have a
Touch-Tanc® phone, you ean leave o voice mail message for our
columniats. Their numbers are listed nt the end of each colums.




