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.BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
BTare Wrrree

Molly Forward is in the busi-
ness of breaking up fights, and

busincss is very good.
Unlike hockey referces, though,

Forward doesn’t insert her body

between failing combatants, one
hend on the chest of each, and
say, “OK, that's enoughl”

_Forward, a Birmingham resi.

dent, |s boss of an organization

called The Settlement Center,
which provides tralned mediators
to settlo arguments over dogs,
debts, nolse, promises and other
stuff that might otherwise epill
aver Into some overburdened
Oakland County judge’s court-

room.

. “We're clearing up dockets for
cases that belong in the court,
and the attorneys appreciate
that,” Forward sald.

: One of the situntions the center
resolved last year was that of a
woman sued by her children to
pay for their college education.

- The woman, who requested
dnonymity for this story, was
newly divorced when her children,
;nmumgcd by thelr father, sued

er.

She and her ox-husband both
thought the other had agreed in

ded The
Center.

‘That was late 1991, Four meet-
ings later, in January 1992, &
compromise was reached, and the
woman agresd to pay for part of
their collego fees.

‘Like a miracle’

“] was amazed at how well it
went,” she said. “I'd have to say
it'a like a miracle. I doubt If my
kids and I would be able to speak
t& :]ash other now if we'd gone to

A regular .contributor to the
center now, the woman (who paid
$32 to have her problem solved)
highly recommends the service.

“If there's any goodness [n any-
one's heart, you'll be able to find
it if you sit down and talk it out,”
she sald. (The center’s number is
338-4280.)

Last year the contor was asked
to resolve 800 disputes. In about
450 of those cases the center was
successful In getting both feuding
parties to sit down and discuss
their problem. OF those cases, 83
percent of tho d

over the state, Of the $830,000 re-
contly distributed, The Settle-
ment Center recelved $170,000,
more than twice what any other
center got.

With 90 volunteers and four
paid staffers, Oskland’s center is
working with three district courts
(the 48th in Bloomfield ‘Town-
ship, the 46th in Bouthfield and
the 62-3 in Rochester Hills) to
take some of the cases that might
otherwise go to court. In that way,
Forward sald, the judgea will have
more time to handle the really im-
portant cases.

Lawyers support center

For that reason, the Oakland
County Bar Association supports
The Settlement Center to the
point of even helping it raise
money. OCBA President Edward

Molly Forwasd

ground where hands can be shak-
en and aubpoenas buried. It dif-
fers from court, Forward said, in

Mediation center courts out-of- court settlements.

that after the second mediated
meeting with her ex-husband, “we
were getting boyond the emotions
and (asking ourselves}, © t are
we gglng to do ahout this

mesa’
In court, said Judge Ralph Nel-
son, awy w‘mt to uljl their atory
re "

siierbeanianene

anything but going to court,” For-2
ward sald. “(Poople) have it in:
their minds that court includes.
justice. They also think that;if el
judge tells somebody to do sori
thing they'lldo it v

A pilot program set to get golyg-
in tho Bloomfield court as soon:as’

and thoy
because there are rules we have to
follow. They want to get into
things that aren't legally rele-
vant.”

i Furthermore, Forward said, two
people might have a longstanding
dispute, but “don't go to court un-
til one person punches the other,
and the punch [sn't the problem.”
But the punch is all the judge is
allowed to consider, so often the
real dispute s unresolved, For-
ward sald.

Buccesaful as the center has
been, however, many people are

tho state 8 Court app

it would require anyone filing
small claim to seck mediationor;
arbitration first. “We have a duly-
to try and resolve it before we go:
l.x;lto the court system,” Forward:

d < -

What's more, mediation is aiso’
a far aight chesper than colrt:
fees. How much cheaper? Try!
free. el

‘They used to charge a amall foo!
for the service, usually less thin,
you'd pay for a good computrr
game. But six months ngo they
came up with a great marketing’

agreement and 60 percent kopt
their agreementa.
The Settlement Conter was es-
blished In 1990 after legialati

the divorce settl to pay for

the kids’ college. When it scemed

that the case was headed for a
jury trial, the woman's attorney

sprang from Lsneing dedicating
82 of overy civil suit filing fee to
fund 18 settlement centers all
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Elaine Kissel...Free!

For a fimited time, Dr. Elaino Kisse, Ph.D., Hypnotheraplst will be
oftering ‘lmo public appoarances to qualifled organizatlons,

a8 a means of

0 oo n F
hotping_roliove atross, tension, anxlety, phablas,
Insomnla, deprassion, excess welght, pain, sexual problems, etc.

procrastination,

Hear Amarica’s p

. coordinator.

wonder way to soll Improvemont,

speak on “H: , the
* Call 350-2270. Ask for publiclty

2-5 p.m.

understand....
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(313) 6421178

International
School Open House

Saturday, March 27

- The International School is a place where
students are given the freedom to explore, the
discipline to achieve and the compassion to

....We offer a unique educational program where
second and third language skills are supported

and encouraged and invite you and your child to
see and hear the dll‘fcmncc.J

32603 Beltvine Trad + Boverly Hills » M1 48023

: Excellence in Education for 25 Years
~ Bienvenue » Willkommen » Welcome * Bien Venidos
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- Justafraction of what ve spendon
sports can help keegsocletymshape.

It socasy to help your five hours of volunteer time
community, when you think - perweekthe of
aboutit. - givingin America,

Millions of people have Gi‘e Get invotved withthe
helped make five peroent catises you care about
of theiri and  Whsyouacpackiym

and give five,

. TO SPEND

U.S. PROOF SETS + MINT SETS
GOVTBOX"C.C. $1°
U.S. Gold Colns .
“Selt Whare the Dealers S!”

SARNZTT
RARITIES
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. EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
< U EHEOS MARGH 3, L
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Pivec (313] $56-1118
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(31%) 5433116 M-8, 10-8:30; FrL 104

BATHTUB REFINISHING

10 YEAR WRITTEN WARRANTY
80% OVER REPLACEMENT

Tried snd True.
Baars.

wrtertals
Fhaid Tasted
10¢ 20 Years

STANDARD TUB

K]
op QUALTY ke

3-IPAY SALRE!
Friday ¢ Saturday * Sunday
MARCH 26, 27, 28

{ FUN with PLASTER
I 33405 Grand River + Farmington

I 442-2690

6817 Orchard Lake » West Bloomfield P orEN:
{Located in West Bloomficld Plaza) I(nn‘-'!’i;'udr:- & Bat. 11 om0 p.m. I
1932-5210 ey nm v

GROHE
The Original European

See, feel and compare the quality,
craftsmanship and beauty of
Grohe. .. there is a difference.

HERALD WHOLESALE

20830 Coolidge Hwy. Oak Park. MI. 48237
Hours: 9-5:30 Mon/Frl, 9-3 Sat (313) 398-4560

INVESTMENT. As Bos STern!

Ao KcHens BATks
Rewooeuns s Oaan Co. Sewce 1965

 DIBSTERN

8553880

Gold sald it’s to the advantage of  ¢pyy each party in the dispute
geta  bent on geiting thelr day in idea. The service is now free, but.
“"0“‘;’;"‘ have 0‘3}"‘}" dIEPM““" ample time to explain hl:r or his and therefore eschew Taediati avol ot is ad.
;u:ttle t N‘;ghn,:“ m““l”"“ °‘: caso in detail. as a lesser altemative. Now they get an average of $150
f::’uy::y::’;:" beuld.e 050 M3 The anonymous woman sald “Qur soclety is very resistant to  per case, Forward said. A
. What the medistors do is sit -
‘down with both parties in & dls- 3
i reache pute and try to find middle BEST SELECTION OF ?
————— [ s | | AEMODELING
< $1.MILLION WOODEN PLAY STRUCTURES SWEJOBSAHEN'!WOF{THWE'

DOLLS!

» Play & Collectible Bears - -
« Doll Houges » Miniatures .
« Custom Doll Houses &
Finishing Services Available”
« Unigue Toys From
Around the World
824 Pennlman

Downtown Plymouth
Tho Stara With The Pink Front

\ (313) 455-8110 -

“Your Security Is Our Business”

Uniformed Security Officers
« Blazer Style Uniforms or...
» Traditional Police Style Uniforms
Industrial » Retail
Gate Security and Vehicle Patrol
Providing Quality Security Services for 25 Years in Metro Deroi
today for a Free, No Obligation Security Survey

313/353-5680
Unised Security Agency, tac. » 22511 Telegraph R, Sutie 201 » Southfield, M1 48034

PRIVATE 'SWISS:STYLE:
SAFE DEPOSIT:BOXES:
' 22 SIZES

HIGHEST SECURITY AND DISCRETION
Monday thru Friday 7:30 AM-9:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM-7:00 PM

Sundays & Halidays 10:00 AM-4:00 PM

[ THE DEPOSITORY | .
540-1255 :

Also available: computer back-up storage in our ta
vaulls with efficient and courteous seivice and couriers

Before Radial Keratotomy

Clearly, the Michigan Eyecare
Institute can make a difference

As faunders of the Michigan Eyecata Institute, Dr. William Myers
and Dr. Mark Rubinstein have been ot the forefront of
ophthalmologic breakihroughs. Dr. Myers was tho second
ophthamolagist in the U.S. to perform radinl keratotomy

— tho breakth h dure lo correct ghied!
' The Michigan Eyccare Instituto was also where the first Excimor laser
\was located In Michigan. For mara Information, or to schedule

@ freo screening, call us at 1-800-248-4B43.

SOUTHFIELD: 20677 Tolegraph, Suile 100 352-2806
LIVONIA: 14555 Lovan, Sulto E-101  404-7800
DEARBORN: 5050 Schaclor 582-7440
DETROIT: Fisher Bullding Sulto 874 8722620




