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Farr also runs hard in 2nd career

& Owner of four car dealer-
ships, Mel Farr believes he’s
just coming of age as a busl-
nessman.
Wolfgang Dlttmer has
jolned tho bloomfield HHls ac- By DouG FUNKE
counting end management BTAFF WRITER

Some people know him as Mel Farr
Superstar, a fast-talking car sales-
man who “flics” with a magic cape in
his TV edvertisementa, Others re-
member him as an all-pro running
back with the Detroit Liona.

Farr, o Bloomfield Hilla resident,
actually is soft-spoken, owns an air-
plane, maintains & sporting intereat
in footbail and has his name on four
automobtle dealerships that last year
grossed $118 million.

Tonight, Farr will formally reccive
the Executive of the Year Award from
the Oakland Executives Asdociation,
a professional group formed to pro-
mote business in Qakland County,

“He built a highly-successful busi-
ness, weathering all kinde of reces-
sions and economic downturas,” sald
Chuck Hammond, executive director
of the Detroit Zoological Society end
an ive-of-the-year i
member,

“QOn top of that, he’s found time for
leadership rolm:r:m many cokllnmunhy
organizations. o more the group
talked about Mr. Farr, investigated duth.nmts‘rm.?umumm
his background, the more they were EXecutive honored: Mel Farr, formerly an all-pro football player, now makes his mark in the
fmpressed.” auto retailing busi and in ty service.

Farr {8 pleased with the award. “It

] ing attention to .
ﬁﬁgfgl'l::ogo‘;nn: ll:n:'::;'i ul'mno:nmu Off-geason work blacks were holding those positions,”  tails to others in his organization.

right track.” Forr worked in o manogement Ferr soid. "When 1 started working  “I get involved in motivational type
Far, 48, has specialized in breath-  training program at Ford for seven for Ford in '68, Ford put in its first of management as opposed to going in
ing new life Into financially troubled  years during off-scasons learning the black dealer and that became a tangi-  and belng very cold and analytic,” he

consulting firm of Waler &
Company P.C. an an organiza-
tional and facility consultant
specializing in “right sizing,”
organizational and facility
programming, ssset manage-
ment and ongoing facility

t hael Palaz.

zolo has joined the fir as a
project manager.

Robert D, Foster has
N formed Liberty Copital Man-
. agement, an indpendent Ine
. vestment Advisor, in Birmig.
ham. Foster was formerly with
Comerica Bank and Manufac-
turers Bank where he was ro-
sponsible for teh management
of personal trust portfolios.

Karen 8. Shamaly hae

been promoted to vice presi-
. dent at Acquest Realty Advi-

sors, Inc. of Bloomficld Hills,
She is responaible for Ac-
quest’s property management
diviston.

Charles A. Fchl has been
appainted vice president-pri-
vate banking at Michigan Na-
tional Bank in Farmington
Hills. As part of the private
banking team, Fehl will he re-
sponsible for providing full

| service banking to high net-

worth individuals through the - dealorships. “It wasn't by design. It of the nuto busk At bl?lgonl for Mel Farr. satd.
extension of credit and the W was tho only thing available,” he said  the same time ha finished his college 1 exacted all of my energies and
marketing of bank and invest-  Charles A, Fehi | ofhis niche. degreo at the University of Dotrolt.  fforts to leamn that busineas,” he Pricless commodity
ment services. Al Bt of Farr's acquisitions —  William Clay Ford, owmer of the Li-  sald. *1 invested every penny 1 saved  w[ pelievo my motto is if my people
| T submit materials to this column, please send Ford dgulegi:ﬂps lnLOnlc Pﬁk end onsande higbplnwglgx?mq»'e \t';l‘:h :}!ﬂ ; football player in my first dealer- o better, I have a priceless advan-
3 » Iy S o] an; in ve m - ¥
a bricf biographical summary along with a black- S:‘n;f:;hip in %ut:rfo:l‘ 3‘1‘3 a 15;;:3 :]:ley ::e‘;aﬁ?:’?am’:’;ce, Fnr: axnlld. ‘That was in 1976, a year after his :“K' 0‘? w;:;“‘t‘l::??;‘:vleﬁ‘:’:l}uxﬁ
and-white photo, if possible, to; Editor, toalerahin in Bloomfield Hilla — ci- Bk then, I couldn't say  wanted Tetirement from the Lions. typte:l:uepg.;)od o Deoplo and aca sble
Observer &.Eccm:m: Newspapers, 36261 Sehool- ther were bankrupt or losing money,  to be head co:;ch of the Lions, general Now, Farr prefera to on
craft, Livonia 48160, There is no charge. ho sald. taanager of the Lions, becauss no the broad picture while leaving de- Soo FARR, 2C

Family-owned businesses.

enjoy long-term association V&/e designed

. BY MARY RODRIQUE lego student. Todoy ho oversces We're hurbled by it,"sald her

: BTATF WRITER operations. husband.

! For more than half a century, “We'ro just here to help people “Thero are probably only a doz-

: two family d bust: in " ho sald. “It's en 24-hour answoring services in y
* the metro Detroit arca have had a to answer for 1 tho whole metro arca. Several of

. professiona] relationship that like Livermore. our competitors went out of busi-

7 otill continues to flourish. “Wo've come o long way since  ness in the last few years, We ha-

" When Livermore Scrvice Inc. my grandfather founded the com- ven't tapped the story here yot."”
- was founded In 1940 by Harold pany in 1928. Wo've gono from When Li hooked
Livermore to scrvice oil bumers cord boards and handwritten on _ Livermore hoo up
A to trod

®
and ing Scrvico mos-  With ASI in 1942, it offered live []
. 2Inc. already had  dozen years in  sage centers,” :ﬂ’:ﬁ‘:m,r‘m’w’:l:&gg I’:::‘: :xlz Lo
'_:il‘ll::::;.cphonu messago service in- His wife, Kathy Rub!naon', a panded to u(nmclude a wide variety -

et f ce mail and long d
“Livermore hooked up with ASI  gives a mote enchanting picturo of 3 paging, volce mail and long dia-
in 1942, and today it's atill getting  tho carly days.

! its messages {rom the Southfield “When the company began, YLikewise, Livermore has blos-
. company. they used candleatick phones somed as a heating and cooling
-0 I can’t sny enough good things  with luggnge tags (affixed) to sce  gervice, adding:lawn mower and
- obout ASL'" eald Ann Livermore "
[ ]

tance services.

which phones were ringing.” - snow blower repair. They have
. :Baker, who runs the company Today ASI has 187 employees  kept thelr original northwest De-
- +founded by her late father. in 10 offices servicing 4,700 cli- trolt location on Fenkell west of
1 “They aro cfficient and helpful, onts throughout southeastern Greenfield.

’ °
*Zand they treat our customers lke Michigan. “Both Livormore and ASI have
»~we do. They are very family ori- “Wo're not a machine. We're had to grow and adapt to new
‘-ented.” rea! people here, Our clients rango  technology, yot they still have o

.= Jim Robinson la third gonera-  from private residences to attor- malntained the personal touch
tion ot ASI, founded by his neys and medical people. Some missing from many companies,”
_maternal grandfather John peoplo uso us when thoy goon va-  Kathy Robindon sald. “Family
_Engerson. Hi father George Rob-  cation, We can customizo any owned ond operated husincsses
‘inson is currently president. He type of packege the customer are becoming more scarco. To
and his brother John aro vice wants,” said Kathy Robinson. have two such firms that have pa-

- _presidents. Jim started working “Many companics have been tronized cach other for over 50

*%at ASI in 1969, whilo still a col- with us 30, 40 years or more. yearsis indeed a rarity.”

‘Contest focuses on electric cars

'BYR.J. King Sponsors of the competition In-  ing, whicki includes a master's of This concept of protection has been kicking around since time began.
. Bp:lmAL nand . - g:ilfe GEcilmi:rtd ‘M%wz_s Detroit u;vmcmr ure, dogree hh‘d \hrbnnudu- In the car world, however, things like stecl spaceframes,
ave o ea on how clec-  Edison, Eloctronic Data Systems, aign from Carnegie Mellon Uni- ard driver-si i - i 3 —_
“tric vehicles can be recharged as  the Department of Energy, ﬂll; veraity in Pittsbugr:;h. stand driver-side air energy absorbmg slcenngcolumns

:: quickly as a servico station fill- Edison Electric Institute and
- -up? Or perhaps there's already an Hughes Power Control S; &

17 electrie vehicle in the garage, and  GM subsidlery.

:. all that's needed is a little capi- “Professionals from various

alot of things that help protect you —are all pretty recent.
Anfwil}\ every Saturn, all quite standard.

“The electric vohiclo han some
handl when d to mo-
torized vohicles. It's slower, noeds
constant recharging, doesn’t trav-

2 mlA7 4 dest disciplines will :dns a unique 00 T nd Is very oxponsive,” .

I tonal planning and design to the planning pro- " [~

;> compatition with strong local ties cosa,” snid John Dabels, dircctor ;“Idleond"'Ysa' h“ﬂ” ““’hlh"c‘

‘I 'was recently unvelled to holp of markot development for GM i"Roc;l""; ‘"";;';Kxér“‘f "I"‘ k

':-shapo the future infrastructure Electrie Vehiclos and chairman of x'{' I “i‘ i{‘" h echnolo- SATURN of FARMINGTON HILLS sﬁmu' SATURN oY

* needed to eccommodate clectric the competition. “By linking es Inc. in Livonia. 24730 Haggerty Road R )

* "vehicles. thess groups In the pl “The ition gives me & 313.473-7220 SATURNNORTH 1804 Maplelavn, Troy Motor Mall

" The competition calla for teama  phase well in advance, our cities chance to go back to achool, so to 8400 Dixie Hury. at 175, exit 93 s T&li-éu&ﬁom

* ‘af architects, cconomists, engi- can dovelop practical sciutions to  speak. Right now there’s just a lot SATURN of PLYMOUTH 313-620-8800 ATURN of WARI

! neers and urban planncrs to de-  support electrie vehiclea,” of {deas floating in my head, and I 9301 Massey Dr, SATURN of SOUTHFIELD 7830 Convention Bled.,

. 'slgn changes in existing servico Esaku Kondo, a Bloomfiold haven't d any i 1.275 ¢ Annt Arbor Rd. 29929 Telegraph Road 13 & Mant Dyke -
stations, clectrical outlets and  Hills architect who now works as  yet. But I'm golng to look serious. 313-453-7890 313-354-6001 . 313.979-2000
freownya to maka them more ac-  an industry consultant, said he ly ot central business diatricta i A DirrereNT KinD of CoMraNY. A DIFrFereNT KIND of Car.
ceasible to sllont-propulsion vohi-  entered the {tlon as a way 3

. cles. to draw on hia professional train- \ Boe CONTEST, 2C.
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