2C(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1993

contest - from page 1C

and how electric vehicle will affect
them.”

For gas stations of the future, a
handful of pumps will be devoted
to electric vehicles, with new tech-
nology needed to charge cars in a
fow minutes instead of overnight.
The charging system must also
pmve'lu‘fa to use in any mnt}ier.

ery of 10 Ford (electric) Ecostars
for use in our fleet. They'll be
ured for servicing meters, mail
routes and general pick-up/deliv-
ery. They'll represent the most
advanced product to date.”

Olsen added some of the chal-
lenges for participants of the com-
petition include developing longer
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in the rain or leaning against a ve-
hicles’s metal e

What's more, drivers may need
additlonal warning devices, as si-
lent engines can pose problems
for children and the blind.

- While the suto makers have
been experimenting with a num-
et of alternative fuels to comply
with the legislation, electric re-
mains the most viable means of
zero-emission travel to date.

“We've had electric vehicles in
our fleet before, and they have

proven to be fairly relinble, but I
think legislation is starting to
drive the industry,” sald John Ol-
sen, electric vehicle program man-
ager for Detroit Edison in Detroit,
and a Troy resident.

“In the spting, we'll take deliv-

. lasting

procedures, training programs,
the make-up of service stations
and identifying cultural changes.
According to the latest perform-
ance figures, prototype electric ve-
hicles can travel over 100 miles at
speeds of 60 mph belweon
charges, while the typical urban
commuter drives less than 46
miles a day. Within such parame-
ters, a driver would have to charge
a vehicle three or four times a
week, .
Entries for the competition are
duo by April 13, Teams will com-
pete far $100,000 in prize money
to be divided among several cate-
gories, Anyone intarested in par-
ticipating in the competition can
phone 'Detroit Edison st (313)
237-8910 or (617) 267-9035.

Farr sompeic

to get them to perform greater
than thelr expectations.

- “To manage people, you've got
to be fair, conaistent, demanding
and understanding,” Farr sald.

Owning a car dealership with
vehicle salos, parts, service and
the body shop is like running sev-
cral businesses, he sald. “If you
have one that'a mot functioning,
you're going to be marginally prof-
itable.”

Several years ogo Farr estab-
lished Triple M Financing, using
his own money to seed the opera-
tion, po customers with credit
problema could buy used cars at
his dealerships.

That hes brought more buyers
into his fold.

“QOne thing Mel Farr docs as
well as anyone in the country is
dealing with marginal credit cus-
tomors,” he said,

Farr currently serves on tho
board of directors of the Better
Business Bureau of Detroit and
Southeast Michigan and the Met-
ropolitan Detroit YMCA. He's
chalrman of tho National Assocl-
ation of Minority Auto Dealers
and cheirman of the Minority
Ford-Lincoln Mercury Dealers
Assoclation.

Ho's a life member of the
NAACP and is a member of the
NFL Players Advisory Board.

“Everyone we looked at had
great business credentials,” sald
Jeffroy Kazmarck, manoger of
economic development for Oak-
1and County and an exccutive-of-
the-year judge.

*J think what we were looking
for was contribution back to the

community where they do busi-
n:na. Mel Farr certainly hed
tl at."”

Look toward future,

“My greatest success is still out
there,” Farr sald. “I haven't at-
tained that yet. I'm most proud of
my kids. Mel Jr. is genoral mana-
ger of my Ohio dealership, Mi-
choel plays for the Lions and my
daughter Monet is in college. She
wants to bo an actress.

My wife for 26 ycars, Mae, hos
been very supportive. She's done
an cxcellent job raising the kids
while I've spent a lot of time
working.

“P've said to my wife on many
occaslons, ‘When they bury me, I
want them to put on the tomb-
stone, 8 man who gave cverything.
1 used all my energy, all my
knowledge.” "

But he doesn’t use all of his en-
crgies at work, Farr's hobble; in-

S

Does car

The last time I
managed to get
locked out of a
ear, .the
lockamith took
roughty three
minutes to plek
the lock on a now
Lincoln Mark
VIiI, which ke
apologized for,
sinca the new all
electronic, theft-
proof door locks

DAN
McCOSH

——
were new to him.

This is OK when you locked
your keys in the car, but no com-
fort when you think about getting
your car stolen. In fact, the aver-
age car thlef is a pretty good
Jocksmith, but even if he isn't, a
brick through the window usually
suffices.

With the conviction rate for car
theft about the same as doing
hard time for padding an expense
account, it's a relatively low-risk
enterprise these days. One result
has been & growing interest in

alarm lock thief out or us in?

high-tech snti-theft devices,
tuall lacing the

being offered by Pactel Telotac in
Farmi Hills, These are the

which are
old standbys like The Club or
chaining your Mustang to a park-
ing meter.

The basic principle was invent-

my daughter, who once’
came back to her car just as it was
being driven away by someone
else. Sho had one of those remote
door locking devices they give you
g0 you can work the deor locks
from a distance, so she immedi-
ately punched the button and
locked the guy inside, which
didn't have any effect on much of
anything, but was a start.

Now one company Is offering &
global service that essentially
does the same thing via satellite,
but allows you to dial up a tele-
phone number and disable the car
after you find it missing. You still
don’t have the car, of course, but
at least you have the satisfaction
that somewhere out there, the guy
is walking.

Thon there are the tracking sys-
tems, like the Teletrac syetem

type that ‘theoretically let the po-
lice locate your car by tracking a
signal after it is stolen. The signal
in silent, which means that when
you get to work and are surround-
ed by police with their guns
drawn, it is probably because you
tripped it by eccldent, that morn-

ing. .

In fact, there {8 a growing move-
ment to monitor the location of
all cars, allegedly in the Intarest
of traffic control. A $70 million

theso devices, Inatead of locking
the crooks up, just like party store.—
owners have to. vy
The high-tech dovices workyy
but are expensive, and requife
dollars and manpower to operate,,
bR

The irony is that being expe:
sive makes them worth mors
the peopla who steal them —~ Juast™
like the car radio or cellular
phone, Then again, someone at,
there is already wotking on & newd
high-tech system to prevent che;il
theft of burglar alarms. '

Ll

system Is being ited in Oak-
fand County that will provide in-
toractive monitoring, whic!
means that traffic can be moni-
tored and directed to improve
traffic congestion, A similer net-
work nlready is collecting tolls on
highways out East. Both tracking
systems could just as easily locate
your stolen car, or even turn the
guy in when he gets to a toll
booth,

We are, of course, locking our-
selves In against the crooks with

Ross considers federal job

Farmington Hills resident
Doug Ross, the director of Michi-
gan Future, Inc,, has been offered
» high-level job in the administra-
tion of President Bill Clinton.

The Wall Street Journal report-

ed Tuesday, and Ross' associnto -

Lisa Dunlop confirmed, that Roas
has been offered a job heading the
Employment and Training Ad-
ministration under Secretary of
Labor Robert Relch.

Dunlop, tho project coordinator
for Michigan Future, sald Ross

has spoken with Relch and Vice
President Al Gore, and is consid-
ering the offer.

Ross Is in Washington D.C.
¢this week, but Dunlop doesn’t
know if it's to negotiate about this
job, or what.

Ross, a former Michigan com-
merce department director under
James Blanchard, hasn't said
anything to the Michigan Future
board of directors about the job
yet, Dunlop sald, and “barring his
wife, they'd be the first ones to
know" if he accepts the job. Ross

s already turned down @ differ-
ent job in the Clinton administra-
tion, Dunlop said.

Michigan Future is a non-gov-
" e P O o dlcat

to educating people about how all
aspects of society have to change
in order to have a modern and
competitivo economy in Michi-
gan.

Ross is scheduled to mako a
presentation about these ideas

' March 30 at Oskland Community

College's Orchard Ridge campus.

thing to think about the,
nest time you lock your keys.ia;
the car. .

Dan McCosh is gutomokue e
tor of Popular Science magaziné. .
If you have  comment, question.,
or suggestion concerning Auto,;
Taik, write to Dan McCosh, Qb-
server & Eccentric Newspeperp
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 481560;,
or you can call him directly by diz,
aling 953-2047, mail box numbek,

- 1870, on a touch-tone phone.
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Kmart promotes 4 to key management spots

Kmart Corp. of Troy mado a se-
riea of executive moves n its spe-
clalty retail and U.S. Kmart store
divisions.

Charles J. Miller of West
Bloomfield was promoted to

up vice president, real estate -

dent, general controller in thoe

U.S. store division, Wilhelm is re-

spensible for corporate and US.
1al ing and plannk

P a
functions, and U.S. accounting.

James L. Misplon of Troy was
d to divisional vice presi-

gro!

speclalty retailing in the ep
retail division. Miller oversces
real estate, conatruction and over-
all d of new retail

clude o ish-
ing, scuba diving and tennis.

His biggest regeet?

1 would have put more cmpha-
sis on being a better student,” he
said,

Farr prefers to look ahead
rather than back.

[ think my business lifc now is
just starting,” ho said. “1 think
T'm just now coming of ogo. I
wanted to bo the best football
player I could be. I want to be the
best businessman I can be.

“q'l} let peoplo measuze, I don't
know what's good enough. They
say success is o joumncy, not &
destination.”
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COMPLETE FRATERNAL LIFE INSURANCE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

SUPREME OFFICE
ROCK ISLAND, ILL.

OMNI-PLUS (Universal Life}
Annultics and IRA's — Highly Competitive Interest Rates
Contact
JOAN HARDIMAN
District Deputy

WEST BLOOMFIELD 932-1088

Kitchen & Bathroom

Remodeling Specialists

Custom
Design
&
Installation
of Wood
&
Laminate
Cabinets
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dent, corporate taxes, algo in the
U.S. store division, Misplon is re-
aponsible for all aspects of tax

stores for the seven subsidi
apecialty companies,

Edward W. Wilhelm was pro-
moted to divisional vice presi-

q .
search projects and tax planning.

Richard Brunner of Bloom-

field Hills was p! d to divi-

dinate and control

slonal vice president, store plan-
ning, also In the U.S. store divi-
sion. Brunner will facilitate,

Tax

talkontap

pects of the store renewal program
which includes modernizing, tx-
panding and opening new stores:!

Leonard Grey will give a free talk
nbout taxes 7-9 p.m. Wednesday,
March 31, in The Skyline Club,
2000 Town Center, Southficld.
Grey will talk about tex advan-

taged
tax tips and the impact of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton's tax proposal,
s
Reservations are requeatedi For
more information, call 789-8498.
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT

Livonia_ Wateslord
523-0007 674-4915

Trenlon me M1 Clemens

671-3003  528-3497  465-2110
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Protessional installotion avaliable

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

-

W. Bloomlield
855-6970

HOW TO BECOME:
YOUR OWN -
LANDLORD

IBM PS/2° Model 55-386 i
2Mb/60Mb HD - arran
With VGA Color Monitor $689 L ty

IBM PSI2° Model 502286 sz
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24380 West Ten Mile Road

o, 1148034 USED

Just west of Telegroph, COMPUTER

in the TenrTel Shopping Ceater

(313) 3567393 Open Mon-Fri, 11:00am—7:00pm

FAX (313) 3567392 Sat, 9:00am-3:00pm

How much do you pay each month in rent?
Chances are, with today's interest rates, you o
could buy 2 home and have about the same
monthly payment.

Our mortgages are fast and affordable. And
we'll work with you to come up with a payment e
that's not too far from what you're paying now. o

With new programs available from the Federdl
Housing Administration and the Michigan Statcé::
Housing Development Authority, you may ool
qualify for low down payments, special reduced =3
interest rates and low monthly payments. =

Through federal and state financing progmm§
First of America can now offer more kindsof =%
mortgages to low-and moderate-income familiess
and first time buyers. -

For more information about FHA, MSHDA S
and our other loans, call us at 281-5241 or stop bé‘
anyone of our convenient locations. =

Ahome mortgage from First of America,
our version of rent control.

Atember IDIC.




