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aarinen House holds on to art

| ““If these walls could talks
+ + + The Saarinen House at
the Cranbrook Academy of
Art will talk to visitors ina

tal

‘A,rtis_t follows nature
when painting scenes

oward Nordlund is back.
The Bloomfield Hills resident, known

pationally as the painter of the Great

Lakes and the Groat Forests, moved to
Hilton Head 5% years ago. He moved back here in
September. Now his first major exhibit elnce leav-
ing for Hilton Head continues through April 19 at
Galerio International, 4066 Tolegraph in Bloom-
field Hills (call 644-5870).

The Galerie I ionale show is n -
tive of paintings, collages and graphics from 1966
to 1993, Many of them are of naturo — a rolling
wave spraying against a rock; a peaceful, tree-lined
path, Reality and fantasy are frequently pasts of
the samo sceno.

Nordlund often includes parts of the earth into
his puintings, Cryatala and corals are among the
natural slomenta that subtly but significantly
sdorn the toxture of the worka.

p , thanks toa
project that restored the origi-
nal beauty of the structure and
preserved it as a museum.

BYMARY KLEMIC .
STArr WrmeR
he Adventure of - Snarinen
House combines mystery, sci-
ence, history and even ro-

mance.

That's not the namo of a book or
movle. Tho “adventure” is the resto-
ratlon of the house at the Cranbrook
Acad of Art in Bloomfield Hilla.

CREATIVE LIVING

Even the windows become part of the
overall design.

_ “Three things make it absclutely '
unique: (Saarinen’s) genlus as a de-

signer, the fact that his whole family
worked with him on this, and his
shility as a coloriat sets him mpart
from any other architect that I know.”
" Plans are for Saarinen House to bo
officlally dedicated June 15, 1893, by
the ambassador of Finland to the
United States, and to be open to the
public in May 1994,

* The house is along Academy Way
near the Lone Pine Road entrance to
the academy, Once inside the housc, a
visitor is treated to a visual sympho-
ny of meticulous details, subtle or
dramatic colors, and rooms that flow
together while maintaining their fndi-
vidual Penug:lllmgn,

It will become a houss museum, open
to visitors but not to be lived in or
altored ogaln. That way, the public
will be-able to enjoy a giant, joyous
work of art.

The house,. designed by famed
Finnish-American architect Ellol
Saarinen, was completed in 1930.
Many of the furnishings wers custom
made, From 1925 to 1960, Saarinen
was resident architect at Cranbrook,
designing the master plan for the

d lex when it was found-

“Thero's more to paint with than p .
alone,” sald Nordlund, a former Southfield resi-
dent.

Somehow Nordlund is able to capture the glow
of tho sun in his landscapes, Sections of his can-
ves radisto such light that tho viewcr almost ex-
pects it to feel warm.

Even simplo things take on a apecial elegance in
Nordlund’a paintings. A worn bucket carries its
own dignity. Flowers are natural scepters present-
ed by tho carth. .

“You wouldn’t wear the same outfit every day"
is how Nordlund explains his different styles.

Theo artist is glad to be back in the erca. He
extonds o hearty invitation to visit tho Galerie
Internationale exhiblt. :

“The low country did not make my creative
Juices flow.” :

. Shadows and light

Corinne Silver Raghob of Bloomfield Hills ie
showing her art in Wayne State Univorsity's Mas-
ter of Fine Arts and Graduato Thesis Exhibitions
continuing to April 3 at the Community Arts Gal-
lery, Cass at Kirby in Detroit. . -

Raghob has a master of fino arts degree in print-
making and an undergraduato degreo in Ip!

*and prints from the Conter for Creative Studles.

Her works on display often capture fantasy,
sometimes in atark black and white, sometimes
with shades of gray, sometimes with vibrant color.

Many images suggest imps or creatures from an-
other world. Thoy frolic, dance or peer from trees.
Others resemblo human beings, whirling in kilts
or playing bagpl One seene, h d
Landscape,” presenta a pastol world in pinka,
greens and blues. .

Stage struck

Joyco Morchouso remembers seeing her parents
on stage in a community theater production when
sho was 8 years old.

Sho was thrilled by the whole thing. Her fasci-
nation with tho stago atarted thon and continued .
through high school, collego and community the-
ater in New York (where sho and ber husband,
Dutton, mot in a local theater group), Now Hamp-
shire, linols and Michigan.

In her most recent role, for tho next two week-
ends Morehouse will play Nurse Ratched in the
St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild of Cranbrook pro-
duction of “Ono Flow Over the Cuckoo's Nest™ on
Lono Pino Road in Bloomfield Hills. .

“[ love it. I've always loved It,"” the Bingham
Farme resident sald of hor theater work.

She compares acting to other artistic media.
Liko an artiat paints or sculpts to convey an idea,
she conveys an iden through a character.

“You do for a time forget your own sclf and con-
voy ideas, art, beauty through a medium,

“ gort of lose myself in tho character for &
while.”

Morehouso ia director of the Cranbrook Theatre
School, 8 member of the English faculty and direc-
tor of the {ca team nt Cranbrook King: d
Upper School, and secretary of the vestry at Christ
Church Cranbrook.

“I have tho best of all possible worlds,” as she
can tako patt in one of her loves, acting, just for
tha enjoyment of it and then take part in anothor
love, teaching.

Morchouse asslsted in directing “You Can't
Take It With You.” She enjoyed directing, but act.
ing is special. ‘,

“I love to porform. Most porformers like to do
some directing. I nover want to stop having the
chanco to perform.”

* " Morohouse looka for humor in many of hor char-
acters. Much of Nurse Ratched’s humar comes out
in her battles with McMurphy.

“Sho ia just 80 ‘manipulative,” Morchouse sald
of Nurse Ratched.

“1 just decldo whot that character would do if
not working. I imagino her going home, no close
frionds.”

od. He and his fanily lived at the
houso while he was the first president
of tho academy (1932-46) and until
his death in 1850.

Special site

“This now will become part of our
national heritage,” said current Cran-
brook Academy of Art president Roy
Slade, who eparked the restoration
project.

“The word ‘orchestration’ is the
word I usc a great deal (describing the
houso) — the orch tion of furn-

oved that
encompnsscs all aspects, of design,
said Greg Wittkopp, curator of collec-.
tions at Cranbroo! N

“Whén he was in Helsinki he did’

clity planning,”’ said. Wittkopp, who
researched and supervised the resto-
ration. “He was designing entirely
new cities; on another level ho was de-
signing silverware. Everything from
the macro to the micro he was intor-
ested in.” .

Background

From 1951 on, Saarinen House was
tho home of subsequent presidenta of
the academy who made various
changes at the residence. When Slado
camo to the acadomy in 1977, he in-
tonded to make one of the rooms into
his studio. This room had been Snari-
nen's private architectural studio and
also used for academy gatherings and
parties.

Qver the years, partitiona had been
added to divide it into smaller rooms,
and a {lat, false ceiling put in to caver
the barrel vault ceiling. When the di-

ishings, fabrics, color, light fixturcs.
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From the pa '
{- This circa 1940
photo from the
2} Cranbrook Acad-
B emy of Art shows
Loja Saarinen

(right) and Lilian ~

Swann Saarinen,
Eero Saarinen’s
first wife, in the
book room.
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Dazzling dining: The Saarinen House dining room featured a
gold dome that cast a glow on those seated beneath it.

Exquisite
environment:
The room at
right was Cran-
brook architect
Eliel Saari-
nen’s studio
and also an
academy gath-
ering place.
The renovation
project restored
the barrel vault
ceiling and
painted fluted
columns. The
book room
(above), off the
living room,
features the
original books
from when the
Saarinen fami-
Iy lived in the
house.

805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48009,

Artbeat foatures varlous happenings in the
suburban arts world. Send news leads to: Cre-
ative Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,

For information and reviews of musical perfor-

P Beat_

2801 W. Big Beaver Road in Troy, notos the be-

ny, “Peanuts,” the Bemstein Bears, the Pink
Panther and Mickey Mouse. At 1:30 p-m., a brief
P {on will duca tho joya of collectl
animation art. For more information, call the
gallery at 649-1779.

M ORIENTALART 4

mances, please tum to the Entertalnment sec- ginning of epring with an “Animation Calobra-
tion. :.II{nn" 1-4 pm. iﬂéurdqy. Murchd2l’{. ‘x’xl:l"ﬁ may
ow original production art'and lim! tlon
B ANIMATED EVENT . ) cols featuring their favorite animation charac-
Clrclo.Gallery, in the S Collection at’ togn, including Betty Boop, Garfield, Bugs Bun-

The Michigan Orlental Art Soclety will pres.
ent a video on “The Silk Road” at its meoting,
which ip open to the public, 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 28, at the Troy Public Library, 610 W. Big
Beaver Road. .

Mary Klemic ia editor of the Oakland County
Creative Living section, You may call her at 644-
1100, Ext, 245.




