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Get the facts on exterior treatments

(AP) — Your home’s exterior
presents an image to the world.
Before deciding what's best for
your new home, Home Plan Ideas
magazine presenta some basics on
exterior finishea to belp you make
an informed decision:

Oneo a standard for ranches,
colonlala and other house atyles,
wood-plank siding is now seen
primarily on custom homes be-
causs of high initial cost and the
amount of malntenance required.
‘Today's top grades of cedar or
redwood are usually stained for a
natural wood look, but these
wooda are also the best for hold-
ing paint if that's the type finleh
you want, .

Wood-plank slding mey be in-
stalled in horizontal, vertical or
diagonal patterns. Bovel (or clap-
board) siding and drop siding are
the most popular harizontal pat-
terns, Bevel siding consists sim-
ply of long boards attached to the
side of the house from the bottom
up, with each new board overlap-
ping the preceding one. Boards
should be nailed to the studs .
through the wall sheathing using
corrosion-resistant naila.

Drop siding differs 1n that the
boards lie flat with thelr upper
nnd lower edges [itted in a
tongue-and-groove pattern.

Vertical and dingonal patterns

aro usuelly some variation of
board-and-batten construction, A
narrow strip of wood (batten) is
used to cover the joints between
plywood or board panels.

The cost of wood-plank siding,
which is sold in random lengths,
covera a broad spectrum. Advo-
cates of aluminum and vinyl sid-
ing are quick to point out the cost
of repainting. If you spend an av-
croge of $2,000 repainting every
three years, you will have spent
‘more than $20,000 on repainting
during the life of a 30-year mort-
gage. is is @ primary reason
why most wood-plank homes to-
day are stalned to preserve natu-
ral hues or left to weather over
time to a gray tone.

Plywood popularity .

Other popular woodsiding op-
tions include plywood panels and
hardboard slding. Plywood panels
are thin sheets of wood bonded to-
gether with a waterproof adhesive.
Typleally, these are four-foot-
wide sheets with a surface veneer
pattern  separated by  vertical
groaves. Theso wood veneers may
be redwood, cedar, fir or pine;.
they can be bought unfinished,
prestained or prepainted.

In recent years, plywood panels
formed to look like lap siding

have grown in popularity because
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they're cheaper and quicker to put
up, The range of finishes and

thicknessea available makes’
plywood paneling one of the more -

popular slding options today. It is
also graded by the erican
Plywood Association; this assures
more control over what you're
buying.

Hardboard siding is eold in
shoats or in planks to be installed
28 lep siding. It's n resin-bonded
ground wood material that {s im-
pact-resistant but doesn’t offer
the variety of tones or shading
provided by plyweod or lumber.
Impoct resistance and price are
its chief selling points, but hard-
wood siding {sn't graded by an in-
d'usu‘y group. “'«l appearance can

- conduct electricity the way metal

.ness of the prodi

nance freo. They should be
washed yearly, and after many
yeara they need touch-up paint or
even an entire new coat. Some
new varioties feature fluorocarbon
surface coatings that help to repel
dirt and prevent color fading,
Vinyl alding docan’t dent or

slding does, Available in a variety
of colors and embossed textures, .
vinyl siding is extremely easy to
wash and is less likely to lose its
gloss than painted matal, The col-
or also rune throughout the thick-
uct, 8o scratches
aren't s0 noticeable. Because it
expands and contracta with tem-
peratures more than other materi-
als, correct installation of vinyl
sidingis i to avold buck-

shakes or other finighes,

Metal siding, either aluminum
or stee), Is sold in the form of ex-
trudoed etrips with flanges so that
adjacent strips can be locked ‘to-
gether.

Aluminum siding is popular
because it is lightweight, fire re-
sistant and immune to attack by
termites. It also comes with long-
term guarantees of up to 35 years.
Drawbacks include easy denting
and nolse caused by wind, rain or
hail, Because it conducts electric-
ity casily, all metal siding must
be grounded. Metal siding may be
installed over old surfaces, but
unoven walls need furring strips.

Steel siding weighs nbout twice
28 much as aluminum, costs a bit

' ling or rippling. It's best to install

it in hot weather.
Think resale

Brick and stonework are expen-
sive but can incrense the resale
value of your home. They're popu-
lar because they look solid, re-
quire little maintenance and are
fire reajstant.

- But brick end stone aro seldom
used today as structural walls be-
causo of the expense. They re-
quire extra-thick foundation
walls, and craftspeople ablo to in-
stall them are becoming harder to

find.
Stucco {8 a mixture of cement,

sand and water that Is applied in
three coats over a-layer of expand-

The look of brick: Except in the high end of the housing
market, brick and stone are seldom used as structural

ed metal lath, The lath is de-
slgned to provent cracking when
tho house frame expands or con-
tracts,

moro and comes in shorter
lengths,

‘These sidings reduce mainte-
nance but aren't truly mainte-

walls because of the expense. They require extra-thick
foundation walls, and craftspeople able to install them
are becoming harder to find.
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New 2-story, 2 be@room townhomes with 1% baths,
wood docks, full basements and attached garages
offering privacy, quict surroundings and convenlent
location.

In meeting the demands of

[llroviding an environment
your individual needs

that compliments and

Townhomes on premium sites overlooking creck and enhances your own and active lifestyle,
mature troes are pow for sale at unbeatable pre- lifestyle, is what Elan Designs, a
construction prices. makQS SlUncbﬁdge fe:llurc bullder at

as low as s76,900

Modet on Mix Rd., 14 k. €, of 1:275 and 700 f1. 5. of Ford Rd,
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 1-5
Sales by: REFMAX Faremost, tnc. 473-6200

Stonebridge, will work
with you to create the perfect
plan for you. State to west on

Llisworth to south on Lohr.

the premicr place to
live. An award winning
golf course, custom homes, villas-
and plenty of natural space.

Want To Get Away...
Boarding and riding yous home just
<ieps fram your ome used 1o be the
dream of only 2 privileged few. Now s
heconie adream come true at Berwyck.

Come Home.
Choose from two unique
[tics that will never
Berwyck on the Park...
beautifully designed single-famiily hpmes
overlooking Keasinglon Metropark's

Feature fome By
Exclusive Bulider

Lian Designs

STONEBRIDGE

A
A FCANNED COMMUNITY

741-1555

E; Fron Kent Lake. Affordably priced from
g NCWCSt 115 290 74,900 ]
armily diving with C 2 Derwyck Place.. ) .
. a of large custom homes.allsct wilam [ B [ Simo [ Giofwo [ tawis [ BB, T Fak DJ,
s - an stuaning multizcre lots. Peiced from 0o | Do | &S | BipCo | Momes | Hulen | Mk White
L $299,000. 11997 | 900 | 6629100 | 49 | a5 | 4ot | 633l 5

Both communitles provide membership
at the exclusive Berwyck Saddle Club,
with full boanding, club horses, priviate
Dridle paths, complete ftaess facilitles

and clubroom.

Rancbes, Story & balf & Colonials

+ 5 Fabulous Home Designs
+ First Door laundry * Attached 2 cae garge
+ Ceramic tile baths + Fully lanclscaped & sodded
» Drick an four sides » Full basement

« Livonia schools » 73 New Homes | 8

16 Mile Built by Located on Miford K.
=|Dayberry » Henivegna Mutding at Buno RA. Just two
= X{Pack o § Company, tnc. milcs north 0f 196
Ny ali  E| [ oarbery park toc. (Exit 155) In Greates
= 39 | omceims. uemy gy
L CLOSER THURS (313) 684-2600

cll 522-7444

L

OPENING PHASE 06
Custom Homesites

GraND OPENING PHASE II!

Traditional ranch and 2-story townhomes with pond and wooded views.

« Soaring Cuthedral Ceilings
« Private Courtyard Entrics
« 2-Car Auached Garages

« Adjacent to 14-acre Park with
Nature Walkways

« Outstanding Location, Central to
Work, Shopping & Recreation

« Full Basement with Premium « First Flaor Faunf!ry
Walk-Out Sites « Wood Burning Fireplace

« Exclusive Resort Class Pool « Premium Finished Lower Levels Avaitable
« Skylights Available
ipancy A

EXCITING CONTEMPORARY 3 & 4 BEDROOM
RANCHES AND COLONIALS from $166,900 - 239,900

NOW TAKING PHASE 1] RESERVATIONS

| _FPenchmans
“Bend, e

OPEN HOUSE HOURS:
Saturday and Sunday 1.5 PM

Hohl

1, dinte O,

m&”ool@de Commons

Condominlums

995-8980 =

Reahor Parlicipanian |nvited

Located on the west side
of Man51. 1.4 mile narth
of Lisenhowes Rd.

0Open Daily 1 pm-d prs.
Sat. & Sun. 1 pm-3 pm.
Closed Wednesdn

Profesionsl Murketing by 1ohzman & Silverman
Developed and Bullt by M.D. Goege & Co.




