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Artistic skating |

now team sport

BY MIKE ROSENBAUM
STAYY Warmes

Figure skating has been a big-
time sport for many years. It's of-
ten featured on prime-time televi-
slon and is one of the glamour
events of the Winter Olympica.
But figure skating is about to be-
come, literally, even blgger, with
the increasing popularity of preci-
sion skating.

Precision skating features
teams of 12 to 32 skatera perform-
ing a thematic routine that lasts
from three to 44 minutes, it's an-
alogous to synchronized swim.
ming on ice, but on a much larger
scale. And lke synchronized
swimming, precision skating may
soon become an Olympic event.

For now, howover, precisfon
skaters in the United States are
Jooking forward to this weekend’s
national championships at Cobo
Arena, Two defending champion.
ship squads pre part of Team
Elan, which is based at the De-
:-ll"ljllf Skating Club in Bloomfield

8,

Jeannine Cullen of Rochester
Hills s director of Team Elan. A
former competitive figure skater
and fcs capades performer, Cullen
has been with the team for elght
years. She was attracted to precie
slon skating because “it's the only
team sport for a figure skater.”

Cullen explained that while
very few skaters can even dream
of teaching s national skating
competition as an individual, “we
have teams and we can offer 32

B 'Some (team mom-
bers) have gone a long
way on thelr own, But
none havo madeitto a
national lovel at sin-
gles. . . (Skating fora
toam) gives them a
much better chance of
making it to a nationai
level.’

Jeannine Cullen
Team Elan director

skaters the opportunity to go to a
national final.”

‘Team Elan has 141 skatera in
six ageslevels. The team's young-
est skater, 6, skates in tho Prelim-
inary. age group. The other groups
are: Juvenile, Intermediate, Jun-
ior, Senlor and Adult, The senlor
group, ages 1622, features the
team's top skaters. The Adult
group includes skaters ago 21 and
g;er. ‘Team Elan’s oldeat skater Is

All of Team Elan's six age
groups qualified for the nationals
by placing in the top four at the
Sectionals in North Dakota.
‘Team Elan's Adult and Junior

Team skating: Kara Connor
compete for a national ch

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/STAY? PROTOCRAPHER

of Farmington Hills is a member of Team Elan that will
T, P tine this week

d in Detroit.

judged similarly to individual or -

pairs programs, using a 6.0 scale.
Novice precision skating specta-
tors should remember that “the
name of the game s precision
skating,” said Cullen, When

hing the Cullen

squads are both two-time defend-
ing national ckamplons. The In.
termediate group has won two
straight bronzs medals while the
Seniora took a silver last year,
Precision skating programs are

advised fans to watch for “unison
and precision” from the teams,
“Precise moves from the head to
the toes — every head, every arm,
every hand.”
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Carved Meats

Call
(313) 553-0000,

Corned Tieef Hash. iaked Chicke:
Prowencal, roiled Whiteflah, Sliced Roast Bee, Sticed
Raspbesry Coulis, Smoked Kithasa w/Xraut, Vegetable du Jour,

Top Round of Dcef, Moncy Glazed Ham

»
*  Easter Sunday, April 11, 1993

.11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(Champagne Brunch from 12:00 p.ni. to 3:00 p.m.)
Ocverflow seating in Tivoll Restaurans 11,00 a.m. 10 4:00 p.n.
Peel and Eat Shrimp, Smoked Loz, Assorted Canopies, Deviled Eggs, Aorted Deli Meats,
& Assorted Fresh Fruit, Frosh Melon Boat, Assocted Rellshes, Salad

Egss Benedict, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Huhbrowns, Au Grailn Potato, French Toaut,
s /Manula Wine Sauce, Grilled Herb Chicken, Beoiled Cod
Turkey wistuffing, Pork Tenderinin w/

icken wi

Omelcite Station

Clarion Hotel

A 31525 W. Twelve Mile Road
f| Farmington Hills, MI 48334

Swects Table
$16.95 Adults $14.95 Senlors .
$8.95 Children 10 and under Children 3 and under frec
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All of Team Elan's skaters have
individual or palrs figure skating
backgrounds. “Somo havo gone a
long way on their own,” Cullen
said. “But nono have made it to a
national leve) at singles,” Skating
for a team, therefore, “gives them
o much better chance of making it
to a national lavel.”

The younger skaters and the
Adult squad practice one or two
hours per weck during the seven-
month season. The Junjor teams
practicea about three hours in a
typical weck while the senior
teama works for four hours,

The skaters all take their sport
jously, Cullen said, includi
the Adult team, which she terms
“‘very competitive.” They need to
be serious about the sport be-
cause precision skating is expen-
sive, with a typical skater paying
about $3,000 per year for instrue-
tion, ice time and costumes, The

skaters supply their own akates.

As with figure skating, a large

majority of precision skatera are
female. For now, precision skating
doesn't have separate men's and
women's competitions, although
Cullen belicves that separate
competitions may become neces-
sary as the sport expands and
more men begin competing. Team
Elan has no male skators.

Overall, Cullen says that preci-
sion skating Is “quickly becoming
very popular, It's on the fast track
tob i an 01 '? "
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from page 1B
of CC's first-place state Class A

champlonship 3,200 relay squad
- (7:58.0)

Other losses include Kevin
Roalineki, who cleared 6 feet, 2
inches in the high jump; TJ..
Kitchen, who went 53.0 in the
400; Aaron Sheposh, 2:07.7 in the:
800; and Brian O'Reilly, 4:42.1 in

the 1,600,

But look who's back.

Senior sprinter Eric McKceon,
who owna or shares at least four
achool records, leads a strong nu.
cleus. .

McKeon paced the area in the
200 dash (22.0) and 400 (49.9). He
also clocked 10.9 in tho 100 daali
and tock second overall in Ob.
serverland in the 800 run (2:00.1),

n was also a member of.
last year's Class A champion
3,200 relay squad, along with een.
for Brandon Dalziel, who went
2:00.4 In the 800 a year ago.

Another standout returnee Is
senior Mark Eden, a versatile per-
former who led Observerland in
the 110 high hurdles {14.7) and
300 low hurdles (39.7). Eden took
cighth last year in Class A in the
110 highs. He was also a member
of CC'a school-record 1,600 relay
squad (3:25.4).

Other returnees include senior
Kevin Jekuboweki, who tossed
the discus 131-1 last year; junior
Freddie Taylor, a sprinter and
long jumper (20-4%); Rob Clark,
10-8 in the pole vault; senlor
Damon Harris, 9:54.4 in the 3,200;
senfor Jamie Fitzgerald, 10:04.1 in
tho 8,200; and senior Joa Suhadja,
44-4 in the shot put.

And if that’s not enough, how
about returning state Class A
cross country champlon Mike
Mi in the di races?

Precisian skating \';n officially

y the
Skating Union last year, which
put the sport on tho road to be.
coming an Olympic event. The
sport's rules, which have been
slightly different in many coun-
tries, will soon be mado uniform
worldwide. There will also be an
international chemplonship held
in Finland next January. The top
four Junior and Senlor teama in
this week’s Nationals will qualify
for the International event.

Othor roturnces include senior
sprinter Brady Pankow; junior
shot putter Nick Kallas, who took
sixth last weekend at tho Huron
Relays with a tosa of 49-8; senfor
Chria O'Keefe In the 800; and sen-
for Jeff Wollschlager in the dis-

tanca events,

"We'd like to experiment the
first two outdoor mects,” Megnl
said. "Our distance people really
didn’t do much ovor the winter,
but hopefully at the end of the
year they'll be right there.”

Never Worry About
Showing Your Legs Again
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Treating varicose veins can help you look and feel better.

We now offer a virtually painless In-office procedure that
eliminates the need for surgery or hospitallzation,

Call Michigan Vein Clinics for a free
=1 consultation.

=S pymouth 459-0980

Bimmingham 642-0210

Here's an easy way
to house-hunt.

You'll find a lot of Open Houses listed right in our Classified
Real Estate Section. There are also dozens of Open Houses
listed on our electronic Homel.ine directory. Be sure to check
both. When using Homel.ine, call 953-2020. You can listen to all

sorts of recorded listings‘for houses that are open to view.

1. Call 953-2020

you've chosen,

All you need is a touch tone telephone, a little time, and the
following directions for using our voice telephone directory:

2. Press the number of the city you are interested in (see
directory at right),

3. Choose your price range and listen to the listings for the city

4. Additional information:
*To back up, press 1
* To pause, press 2
» To jump ahead, press 3
« To exit at any time, press %
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For Oakland County Listings, Press 1
80

Birmingham 42

Bloomtield 4280
Farmington 4282
Farmington Hills 4282
Mitford 4288
Novi 4286
Rochester 4285
Royal Oak 4287
Southfield 4283
South Lyon 4288
Troy 4284
Walled Lake 4288

West Bloomfield 4281

For Wayna county Listings, Press 2

Canton
Garden City
Livonia
Northville
Piymouth
Redford
Worttand

INE

4281
4264
4260
4283
4282
4265
4264



