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In Adult Basic Education, people like
Jackie Mendleson count, But it's a skill
learned out of necessity.

“So I won't get swindled by anybody,”
said Mend! 44, who is )|
tally disabled.

Sho lves on her own in Farmington.
She worka at the Raddison Plaza in
Southfield.

Day-to-day tasks most people take for
granted, such as balancing a bank book or
counting change can be a vexing proposi-
tion for someone like Mendleson.

E coordinator Martine Leech relates
how two rcommates In a group home we're
learning how to hand!e their own checking

Classes such as Basic Math and Math
for the Everyday World offered in the
ABE program at the Farmington Training
Center teach those survival skills.

Developmentally disabled edults, some
coming from es far as Rochester, leamn
how to tip, figure taxes or how to read &
graph, They also work on cormputers,

One group last semester put out their
own newapaper, prognosticating the Pres-
identinl election to Jimmy the Greek
speclfications.

Some 90 students are in the program,
which is funded through the Farmington
C i ducati Most of
:huxi: function below an eighth-grado

evel,

Many students are 40 and older. Lawa

accounts. One of them ran out of checku.’

“So he just t his

checks,” said Lecch, who lives in Farm-

ington,

changed in the mid-"70s, requiring basic

() ducation be taught to all people. Some
older studenta were caught in the vold,

“What we think of as rending and

Learning place: David Hughes (left, far left) and Chuck
Sharon learn about graphs from Doris Joyner. Heffrey Stew-+
art (above, right) talks current events with his classmates,

luding Jacklyn Mendl

math, they were never taught that,” said
Amy Vieaux, who teaches in the program.
“Sou'm of them are starting from ground
zero.” !

Academic standards are not stressed as
much as survival skills. Many gain confi-

dence.

With eelf-worth comes succes stories.

Judith Latimer, 45, of Southficld has
learned how to operate e computer. ABE
cll:lnes have helped her better herself, she
sald.

Latimer has her own car, She drives to
class and work everyday. She's employed
as dictary alde ot Presbyterian Village in
Redford.

She still lives with her paronts, “So [
can take care of them now,” she safd.
alvin Meach biield sits

(left).

They learn more than just ABCs in ABE

in bis head, Vieaux sald. Meachum is

n

“I think they are aware of my needs
gen.” said m:bun;.l w!ho th“ leamning

ow Lo use 8. e speller in the program.

Meach has been di E
classes for five years. For him, and other
students, the Farmington Training Cen-
ter is moro than an educational sctting.

Longtime student Margaret Quigley
died of Muscular Dystropby last year,
Several studenta rafsed more than 3500
money for tho MD Shamrock drive.

Sue Meyers, an ABE student who
works at Erb Lumber in Birmingham, col.
lected $168.

Students have also become Involved in
CROP walks, writing letters to disabled
and sending packages to troops

38, of
in back of the classroam. He's quick with
a quip, according to teacher Amy Vieaux.
He's aleo adept with figuring out math

during Desert Storm.
“It's important for our students to feel
apart of the community,” Leech said,

Farmington schools wouldn’t
gain, lose much from tax plan

By LAnrY O'CONNOR
Srarr Wanza

Farmington Public Schools
wouldn't galn anything under
Gov, John Engler's new tax plan,
Then again, it wouldn't lose much
elther.

“Compared to the radical and
devastating alternatives that
seemed g0 real only a few weeks
0go, thia ia 8 much more desirable
funding alternative,” said aseist-
ant superintendent for finance
Bruce Barrett, "It doesn’t swoop
in and immediately cut millions
from district budgets.”

The plan would:

W Allow property esseasments to
increase no moro than 3 percent a
year or the rate of Inflation (if
Jower).

& Cut tho property tax for achools
to 18 mills, allowing districts to
request voter approval for up to
an additional nine mills. (Farm-
ington Schools is operating at
31.5 mills).

B Ask voters on Juns 2 to raise
tbouéetuxfmm4wﬂ'c'enu. ¢
0l

‘) think they're golng
to be skoptical of thls
plan because of the
lottery. It's unfor-
tunate. It's a legacy
wo'll have to over-
come.’

_Bruce Barrett

like the Headlee Amendment,
this plan would cap assessments
on a per parcel basis.

That would mean that Increns.
es in property assessments would
be limited to 3 percent a year, Tho
Headlce Amendment subtracts
the difference botween the rate of
inflation and the average assese-
ment increase.

This year, esscasments in-
cmnagd an average of 9 percent in

would be held harmless the first

year.

‘The plan hinges on whether 8
sales tax increase passes, which
would generate an estimated $1.7
billion in new taxes.

Voters haven't warmed to pro-
posed sales tax increasea in the
past, sending four similar plans
to defest since 1980, Of states
that Jevy a sales tax, Michigan's
is the loweat at 4 percent.

Barrett is cautious.

“f think they're golng to be
skeptical of this plan becauso of
the lottery,” Barrett sald. “It’s

H An a

$4,800 for por pupil spending.

(Flarmlngtm sponds $7,713 & pu-
il

? The latter foature sounds better

to school officials, Eapecially

when compared to Engler’s origi-

nal propesal, which cailed for a

20-percent property t.;‘x cut with
'ar

It's a legacy we'll
have to avercome.”

School board tressurer Helen
Ditzhazy is wary of the plan,

“A pales tax is so much less re.
liable than a property tax,” Dit.
zhazy sald. “When wo have a re-
cession, people do not apend.

Eth:hlxy sald she would favor a

no g
would have lost $16 million under
that plan.

Under this plan, the district

d income tax to supple-
ment a salea tax.

A cap on asseasments is & sell-
ing point to property owners. Un-

TOWEer fompoze 14

and 7 percent in
Hilla.

Also, there would be an asscas-
ment freeze the following year.

Farmington School’s opsrating
millage would be 27 mills, a cut of
4.52 mills.

A mill equals $1 for each $1,000
of state cqualized valuation
(SEV) property.

1f the sales tax proposal passes,
the schools would not be affected
as much by the property tax caps
and freczes in the first year. Sales
tax money would make up the dif-

feronce,

“Under cither of the scenarios,
our disteict would experiencing be
slower grawth in our revenues, no
question,” Barrett aald.

Barrett sald the district is con-
tinuing to put together the budget
for the 1993.94 year “unabated.”
The budget haa to be ready June
30, according to atate law,

“We have to have & budget in
place,” Barrett sald. “We can’t to
aee' if thia plan flies or doesn't

ly.”
Farmington School District op-
crates on an $83 miilion budget
and has 10,447 students.

Farm:

Greg Holher, owner of the Clvic
Theater, said he was saddened by
the outcome. He attributed the
clock’s downfall to a small group
of people, which was divided by
sentiment and “bad reporting in

2 Observer.

“1f you look around town you
see & Jot of empty businesses,”
Hohler said. “Part of that is a
sign of the economy. Part of that
{;, Why aren’t pecple coming to

W 'Clearly, [t was
heard and understood.
There's no pointin
having a project that
is as devigive as this
1s tumning out to be.’

Mayor Williom Hartsock

Councilwoman JoAnne
McShane didn't ses the lasue az
divisive as much as a compro-

feelings.

mise. She commended the DDA
for listening and the public for
being part of the procesa.

A few residents echoed those

“All my life 1 was taught you
can make = difference, you can
make & change,” said Joan
McClincy, a resident on Glen-
view. “I hear a lot of negative

.

YOU LOVE THE EARTH,

SO PUT YOUR FEET

WHERE YOUR HEART IS

Deja shoes are “feel-good” footwear
made almost completely
Jrom recycled and enviro-friendly
materials. Deja literally
reuses the trash we all throw
away. Recycled cotton
canvas uppers. Envirolites Tstrap,
Natural, black or
khaki, s48. Eco Sneaks low,
black or kbaki, $55.

Eco Sueaks high, kbaki, $60.
J Shoes.

Jagobson’s

AL T Crr T g

terms being attached to what has
happened here,

“I see this as democracy in ac-
tion.”

il Thursday and Fridzy. Until A
Shop ug:n:"p;;:n to $ pm. Jacobson’s Ch:rm‘m.

ANN ARBOR ¢ BIRMINGHAM ¢ DEARBORN ® GROSSE POINTE ¢ LIVONIA ® ROCHESTER
, Wedntsday and Saturdzy.
American Expren®. .



