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Chemis
for Mal

By BoB BADLER
BPECIAL WhRITZR

era,

dy duoa. However, with the
shows, the comedy duo has

Enter Malone
Nootcheez. At the riek

They've been In the comedy

their brand of musi:

250 pounds.

Burns and Allen. Abbott and
Costello. Laurel and Hardy,
Hope and Crosby. Rowan and
Martin. The Smothers Broth.

History is full of great come-

vent of one-mike comedy and
countless cable stand-

Ic:vm“ something of a vanishing
and

sounding overly cliched, these
guys are just plain funny,

for more than 20 years, and
'mayhem
and strange chemistry works.
To give you an idea of this
strange chemistry, take s plc-
ture of this. In this corner *
Deonis “D.C"” Malone ia 8 feet,
6 inches tall and weighs in at
. He looks like &
| cross between Metallica and
the World Wrestling Federa-
tion. In fact, his original nick-
name was o play on the wholl

try works
one and

Nootcheez duo

|_] COMEDY

comes In and is immediately
dwarfed by his much larger
partper. His- name was
conceived in a bar after o few
Bloody Marys and a couple

ad- rounds of breadsticks

up dip — a0 fresh it was dubbed

be- “new cheese,” The Hampton
part was insplred by jazz lumi-
nary Lionel Hampton.

Malone and Nootcheez were
not originally a comedy duo.
They actually started out as
part of a group of strect musl.
clans in Toronto,

of

biz

songs and wrote songs that
auunded llke Frank Zappa
songs,” said Malone of the ear-
ly daya.

Later, after the group was
pared down to & mere two peo-
ple, the seemingly mismatched
duo made its way to Detroit,

Mark Ridley.

“Ridley had this great idea:
He ntarted this club, but ho
had no " Malone re.

ng — ‘P

Malone. Now entering the ring,
Hempton Nootcheez (surpria.
ingly not his renl name), who

called. “He decided to polish
up some people, We were atill
dolng aur songs. He told us to
throw out all the stuff that
wasn't funny and do warythlng
else, Ha was a genlus,”

This changeover in the act
1ed to a weekly slot in Ridley's
comedy lineup, elong with the
others who have since gono on
to comic stardom (Tim Allen,
Dave Couller, etc.),

“They used to open for us;
now they won't take our calls,”
Malone said, laughing,

Muslc still plays an {ntegral
part in the humor of Malone
and Nootcheez. Dinlogue rico-
chets back and forth and

‘ws- Tha Cure for Your Tax Tine
Blues .. Herm'saguywhomakes a

- King of the Dustmites... laughs come quickly.
Hoswerd. Hols wacky. He's _ “It's been called a Smothera
locol routine at warp
. Banks, nowaresidont of Howol, « upced.“ Nootcheez said, “We
doos another ongagoment of Mark like to start an actunl song, ln-
Ficoy's: Casse In Royal Oak tending to do it. We try to
Aprd13-17. Call 5429900 or make it look natural like we're
reservations. just goofing around.”

“People have asked what
, kind of music we play,”
‘ Malone added. “Basically, it

where they met a guy named

Ptk el e bolls down ta (ol sop,b-bop.
! rock, pop and jazz."
T&;ﬁgmﬂ"&” lt"l been a long time coming,
st mcenty but the duo makes a homecom-
mwmmm ing of sorts this week. Mn]or;:ﬁ,
pecmacamapy I} DL b
“We're returning to our roots
Abockesononifteeon il s, L] and origin in Detrolt at Mark
a7 Ridley's,” he said.
e She's back agzh, pigs!...
Capping oft an impressive Apd nedp, Malone and Nootcheez ap-
Judy Tenuts - defintoly an acquied pear Tuesday through Sunday,
sk . appocvs ot MainStroet h A April 610, ot Mark Ridlcy's
Arbor on Aprd 2829, Trat resmbes Comedy Castle Je, 269 E. Fourth,
againls: Royal Oak. Call 542-9900 for
reservationas.
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STEAKS ARE SO TENDER,

THEM WITH A STICK.

Japancse Steak House

‘Falllng without pohtlcal correctness-.

BY JOHN MONAGHAN "'
SPECIAL Warrex.

In 1968, Burt Lancaster starred
in “The Swimmer.” He played a

disillusioned ad exec who decides

it's o to walk bome even
though his home and family no
longer exist, He stops for dips in
various private and public pools
along the way, all with their own
memories, .

Michael Dauy,lu character in
“Falling Down,” en route to his
daughur’s blrthday party through
& labyrinth of urban obatacles, is

& “Swimmer” for the '00s, While

the ethnic etereotypes he en.-

counters and questionable poli-
tics he espouses have many critics
up in arms, you'll be hard pressed
to find a bolder ltaumout comlng
from Hollywood this y

It bq;inn with Miclmal Douglas
as a8 white-sh Everyman
atuck in a steamy L.A. traffic jam,
It's bad enough thet his air condi-

* tioning and window handle don’t

work, He also has to look at suc-
tion cup-footed Garfields, inane

. bumper stickers and cellular

[ | MOVIES

Mad as hell and unable to take
it anymore, he ditches hia car and
begins walking, When someone
asks where he's golng, hn simply
repliss, “I'm going home,”

ed only with a sultcase and
the pens poking up from his pock-
et protector, the man (known only
by his personalized license yht.o
D-FENS) entera a smal]l Korean-
run grocery to get changs for the
phone. In a epontaneous act of vi-
gilantilsm, D-FENS objects to the
store owner's refusal to make
changoe and the inflated price of a
can of Classic Coke by smashing
up the place with a baseball bat.

This carly scene, which has of-
fended many Korean-Americans,
just begina a list of the nation's
perceived ills that D-FENS en-
counters and often violently
solves, The homeless, savinga and
Ioaul, fastfood, street gangs,

neo-Nazis, plastic aurgery and
privau xclf coursea all meet with

is what maku "Flll!ng Down” m .
uumly fascinating.- If 20. years
from now you had to research a
movie that aums up rabld white
urban paranola in post-Rodney
King L.A., look no er,

1 oriainally steered clear of this
movie (which opensd almost.a
month ago) because of Michael
Douglas, who I've long considered
a pale shadow of his great actor/
father Kirk, Here, ticking oway

bencath the nerdy engineer's fa-
cade, he comes as close as he ever
will to matching the old man'a in-
tensity, At times he's simply as-
tounding.

The muvle Is full of talented
people, both In front of and be.
hind the camera. Barbara Her.
shey plays D-FENS' frightened
ex-wife, who realizes that sho is at
the end of his t trek,

er from D-FENS' Intense odyuay
It becomes o matter of pride that .
Prendergast crack this final case.} 7

Director Joel Schumacher uses. -
wide screen images to clever ef-=
fect. He ahifta from D-FENS
dwarfed at the edge of his often’
dangerous surroundings to pain:
ful closeups of despenuon and’
perapiration. The ecript by Ebbe'{
Roe Smith keeps you oonnhmm.ly l
onedge. -

Whether audiences view D-
FENS asa hero ora nut case (ora
Tittle of bot.h) should be discussed ;

r sseing this movie, the same
way It was after “Unforgiven.” It's '
lmponant 10 note that despite its | :

d political ;
“Falling Down,” unlike Clint’s '
Oscar-winning western, does end
with old-time Hollywood momll- :

Frederic Forrest supplies a bi.
zarre, Dennis Hopper-style ren-
dering of a neo-Nazi army surplus
store owner.

Robert Duvall. as the police-
man Prendergast on his last day
on the force, and Tuesday Weld,

If you have a comment for Jaku :
Monaghan, call him ot 953-2047, |
mailbox number 1866, on a touch | i
tone phone, or write him care of | !
Strect Scene, Observer & Eccen- :

phone callers through his dirty ! wra! as his negging wife, seem almost tric Nzwnpapen, 36251 School- !
windshield. And agres with bim or not, this  superfluous, but provide a breath.  croft, Livonia 481
SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movia theaters across
metro Detrolt as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

* Ml AMC ABBEY THEATRE
1-75 at 14 Mile, Madison Heights,

Call 588-0881 for show times,

“Indochine” (France — 1992).
Catherine Deneuve, in her 70th
film, plays a plantation owner in
1930s Indochina who geta caught
in an emotional meze when she
and her daughter fall in love with
the same man.

@ DETROIT FILM S8OCIETY
Detroit Public Library, 5201
‘Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833-
4048 for information, ($25 seriea
membership; $4 Individual ad-
misaion)

Double feature — “Ship of

Fools” (USA — 1965} and “Strike
up the Band” (USA — 1940},
atarting at 7 p.m. April 9.10.
Stanley Kramer produced and di-
rected “Ship,” adapted from the
Katherine Anne Porter novel and
featuring an all-star cast. Vivien
Leigh, Joso Ferrer, Lee Marvin,
and Oskar Werner in this soap
opera sot befors World Wer II.
“Band"” stars Mickey Rooney and
Judy Garland competing on Paul
Whiteman's radio show, Directed
by Busby Berkeley.

B DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detrolt Instituts of Arts, 5200
‘Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833-
2323 for information. ($5; $4 stu.
dents and senior citizens)
“Danzon" (Mexico — 1991), 7
and %:30 p.m, April 9-10,4 and 7

p.m. April 11, A 40-something

Glass from page 6A

Nudell’s come a long way from
that first stained-glass class in
East Lansing. After gradunting
witha bnchalo: of fino arts degree
from Center for Creative Studics
nest Aprll. Nudel! plans to cam &
master's degree at Rhode Island
School of Design.

In the past Nudell has shown
her glass work at Netson's Gallery
in Livonia and Center for Cre-
ative Studies, Her work Is cur-
rently on display at the Michigan

April is Michigan Glass Month, -

80 Nudell will exhibit work in a
group ahow at the Woods Gallery
of the Huntington Woods Library.

Former Gov. Willizm Milliken
first proclaimed April as Michi-
gan Glass Month 13 years ago to
promote glass as an art medium.
As a result, the mnumpom'ry atu-

ningle mother juggles her jobasa
telephone operator with her love
of a traditional Caribbean dance
called the danzon, .

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W, Maple Road, Bloomfield
Hills. Call 855-9090 for show
times, ($5.75 evenings; $2.85
twilight)

. “Strictly Ballroom" (Australia .
— 1992). A rebel dance champion
is being atifled by the “strictly |
ballroom” rules imposed at a lo-
cal dance competition. Not sur-
prisingly, he falls in love with his
dance partner in this colorful and
music-filled Ausai hit,

“Mac"” (USA — 1993}, John
Turturro makes his directorial
debut in this moving story of
threa Italian brothers who try to
cash in on the residential con-

structlod boom in the 1950s. A  °;
heastfelt tribute to Turturro's fa. |
t?sc; handled with charm and In-

8

1
H STAR JOHN R :
32289 Jobn R (at 14 Mile), Madi-
son Heights, Call §85-2070 for |
show times. ($6 evenings; $3.76 |
twilight). i
1
H
l

“Let’s Kill all the Lawyers"
(USA — 1993). Local filmmaker
Ron Senknlwakl takea ont the legal

fon In this
d_y filmed on location in Detmlt H
n Arbor. Talented stage |
acum James Vezina and Rick
Frederick play a shameless
shyster and his apprentice who
watch their colleagues bite the

mostly a telal.

2
dust. Oeeu!onnl]y clover but 3
1
|

=T THE

Thanks for

sticking
with us.

POWER TO BECOME.

¥

dlo glass
artists creating glass artworks in
studios outslde a factory setting

Dosign Center in Troy and Sher-  — {s a relatively young ph
wood Studios in West Bloomfield. non, An - Dﬂlm
by Pax] Osborn
directed ky.
DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Sunday, April
11:00 to 5:

00

Faster
Champagne
Brunch

$15.95

PER PERSON

11

" Enjoy Easter Sunday

in our Grand Atrjum

Jacques Demers Restaurant

Qur festive spring buffet
roast leg of

and LDOREN
UNDER 12
Iacludes carved ham, turkey,

lamb, an arrsy of salads, os well os a

sumptuous dessert table, And much, much more!!

We'll have, musienl entertatnment for mom and dad -plus
a magician and o visit from the Easter Bunny who'll have
treats for the kids -s0 bring the eatirc family!

Make your reservations now 350-2000

ﬂ 28100 Franklin Rood,

EMBASSY
SUITES"

Sonlhndd. Mlch!.gnn 48034

'oa'odlhanmlwldqdlyhnnyﬂul-' «N.Y. Post

mmemr=~  April 210, 1993
~ Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre
Wednesday thru 8 pm matinee, 2 p.m.

For tickets call S7IAACT [ Beglnning Aprl §, call 263-1085
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