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Tennis game

Marlins debut with win

F

Dalel

. each,

six hita,

carned the win for Marlan,

Kim Ra

Livonia,

Novice Division bouts at 8 p.m.

armington Hills Mercy opened its softbail
scason on a winning note Monday by
defeating hoat Birmingham Marlan 7-1 be-
hind 18 strikeouts by junior pitcher Debble
kan, The Mustangs won the nightcap, 11-5,
In the opener, the right-handed Dziekan scat-
tered thres hits while golng the distance.
The Marlins jumped ahead with a three.run
f rut inning before extonding their lead to 6-0 by

Kntln Heffornnn led Mercy's offense with two
hits, two runs and two stolen bases, Heffernan,
Erln Wiehe and Jackie Rojkovich had two RBI

Mercy was its own worst enemy in the second
gama as it committed five errors, Ench team had

Mindy Mrsan pitched the first thm innings
and took the loss. Dziekan relloved but gave up
five hits — four for extra bases. Judy Stuart

The Mustangs broke the game open with o four-
run !‘aurth inning, keyed by a three-run double by
gki,

Wlnhe rlpped two hits and notched an RBI for
Mercy, Mrsan knocked in two runa.

Golden Gloves bouts

olden Gloves boxing, featuring the Detroit-

area semifinals, returns Wedneaday, April

14, to Burton Manor, located off School-
craft between Middlebeit and Inkster roads, in

Top-notch Detroit, subutban and Ontarlo
boxers will compote in Open, Senlor Novice and

Ticketa are $5 general admission, $8 ringside
ond $10 reserved tablea, Tickots ara available at
the Livonia Department of Parke and Recreation;
Allle Brothers Uniforms, 20295 Middlebelt Road,
Livonta; and the Livonia Boxing Club, 29200
Plymouth Road (northeast corner of Mlddlebelt)

Representatives fram tho Livonia Boxing Club
include Garden Clty’s Stove Bond, sporting a 6-1
record in the 165~pound Bmlor Nnvlc- DIvIulon

Bowlmgcolumn, Page 2B
‘ _Col[ege sports, Page 6B .
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North winner: Ben Sommers of North Farmington defeat-
ed Justin Green, but Birmingham Groves won the match

See results on Page 4B.

Raiders solid in distances;
big turnout helps Falcons

BYDANO'MBAM
STArF WRITER

The heart of the North Farm-
ington girls track team will be a
talented group of distance
runners led by senior. Emily
Shively.

Shively, an oll-atater in cross
country, had a fine dual-meet de-
bnt 'hmuday againat Walled Lake

Sha dnfeazed Jennifer Ray In
the 3,200-meter run and was a
fractlon‘of & sccond behind her in
tho 1,600, Sbtvoly was the 3,200
runner-up in the Weatern Laokes
Activities Association meet last

year,

Juniors Keogan Keefover and
Alicia Crossland complcment
Shively in those events and wil
compete in the distance relays.

" Keefover also runs the 800 in
which she placed fourth in the

“Wil.h Emily and Keegan there,

can't go wrong,” North coach

Blll Plnnoll said. “They're going

to be pretty solid perl‘onncn
throughout the season.”

Sophomore Darcie Lehmann
and freshman Kerrie Simpson
bring depth to the distance
events,

North boys

BY NEAL ZIPSER
STAF? Wi

The Nnrth Farmington boys
track team might field a small
team this season, but it stilf
hopes to escapo last place in the
Lakes Division of the Westem
Lakes Activities tion.

Despits having only 30 on the
roster and starting the season
without new mneh Michael

pus, who {s on his honey-

moor, the Raiders might surprise
their opponents with their
-mnnh in the field cvunh.

“We only have 30 kids and
about & third of them are ﬁuh
man,” sald Interim coach Greg
Grodzickl. “We are always In this
position because of the numbers,
and that makes it m I'y‘;n m?l;
peto ageinst teams ouf
Salem and Westland Jobn Ghnn.
All of our kids are good Hd‘.

‘we lack any depth,”
L

EH  GIRLS TRACK

The Raldors, who were 1.6 in
duals and fifth in the WLAA, are
most improved in the sprints.

Sophomore Annie Jud, who was
seventh in the 200, ia the top re-
turning sprinter, but her gymnas-
tics scason was been limited by a
chronic back injury.

“She has a hnmutrlng pull right
now, but I don't think the back
will be a problem,” Pinnell said.
“If Annie Ia healt.hy. that would
helpusalot.”

The addition of five freshmen
has made & weak area stronger.
The Raiders will count on Heath-
er Burcar, Emily Opfermann, Car-
rle May and twins Laura and Lee
Nelson,

Sophomore Alisha Gordon was
the top.hurdler last year, North
also returns senfor Leah Beren.
holz and will look to freshman
Heather Cornwell and sophomore
Jennifer Kosutic for help.

“We're hoplng (Gordon and
Berenholz) will be more competi-
tive,” Pinnell said. “Plus, we have
some young peopls who are golng
to puah them, Overall, I think the

strong in field events:

After losing Brad Pawlowski, a
state qualifier in the shotput, to
graduation, North returns Mike
Polssant. The junior throws the
shot approzimately 140 feet and
husls the X 40 foet.

Joinlng Polssant ia unlor
Jason Kong, another

Wik

hurdle arca should get somo jm-
provemeont.”

In the field events, Keefover ia
tho top discus thrower, and fresh-

Hawks put focus
on pitching arms

harehall

; ,%_( :

The development of a young and largely lnexperienced
v}iaimlty pitching staf‘!'ovir,l:l be cruclal for the Harriso

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAYF WRITZR

The need for quality pitching 1s ea-
pecially important to the Farmington
Hills Harrison baseball team, sinco
the Hawks lack substantial experi-
ence at that key position,

Of the returning players, sentor Joff
Cislo epent the most time on the
mound but also Ia the starting catch-
er. Ho pitched 16% Innings,

Cialo, who will bat in the cleanup
-pot, is one of Harrison's best players

o team leader behind tho plato.
He hlz .927 and had 13 RBI last sea-

“He wants to play college baseball,
nnd 1 think he has the ability,” coach
John Herrington said. “He should
have an outstanding year, The only
thing that mighr. hurt him is he has to

pitch, too,

“He might bo our best, 80 we'll be

going to him at least onco a weck.
That can be tough, pitching one game
and catching the next. We might have
to spot him, but WO 'l see how the oth-
ors come throu
Mike Pesel and Dan Hight did
most of the pitching lost year, but
both have graduated,
Senior Keys Smith, who pitched
soven innings, is the nnly other re-
turning pitcher, Therefore, the staff
consists mainly of juniors with only
‘JV expericnce.

The other pitchers aro juniors Joe
Pescl, Ed Kennedy end Donn Sherpe
and sophomores Mark Cantor, Davo
Hensel and Jake Lawson. The 6-foot-
6 Sharpe Is in his first year of base.
ball. Lawson has probably the strong-

ful this year.

est arm on the team and will also
catch.

“We have somo pretty good arm
off the JV, and it will be a matter nf
how they come along,” Herrington
sald, “We have a lot of potential, but
nobody has proved himself other than
Clslo, It will be a wait-and-see situa-
tion and a matter of who can get the
ball over the plate.”

Tho Hawks return seven players
from & team that finlshed 12-8 overall
and 4.6 in the Western Division of
tho Western Lakes Activities Assocl.
ation, Tho other varsity veterans are
seniors Chris Cardoni, Jack Doline,
Brock Goff, Matt Woolf and Jason

LaCroix.

Defense will be the strength of tho
Horrison team, Woolf retuma at
shortatop and Smith at third base.
Cardoni s a converted outfielder who
will play first, and Golf takes over at
second.

Doline returns to his regular post
in Jeft field. Hensel is a promising
young player who is slated to start In
center, and Pesci will bo stationed in
right.

"Dafona!vely, wo will be pretty

S

SN S,

strong,” Herrington sald. “Woolf hnd :

an excellent year at shortatop, %o 1
think we will be strong up the middlo
with Cislo at catcher and Hensel in

“conter field. Plus, Goﬂ' is a good-field-

ing second baseman.”

“QOffensively, we lock power and
'm not sure how consistently wo'll
hit. A lot of players have not been put
in a position of batting 30 or 40 times

Soe HAWKS, 4B

rw for Qolf Ik 3aeson. mmmhmhﬁqh’bn m-m.me-
he speciary

men Dovonie Pinzl shows
promiss in the weight avents. Op-
fermann and Laura Nelson
should be respoctable in the high
jump, Pinnell sald, and Burcar
haa shown to be the best long

Jum,

Shively. Keefover and Crosa.
land are Yefinites in the 3,200 re-
lay, with elther Simpson or Leh-
mann rounding out the team.

May, Kecfover, Les Nelson,
Burcar and Jud can run the 1,600,
‘The sprint relny ponlhllmeu in-
clude Burcar, senior Michello
Beaver, Opfermann, junior Dane
{elle Laborde and sophomore Alli-
son Branton.

“Weo're looking to plnk up a
coupla of wins this year,” Pinnell
said. “We have some top quality
people and, with their help, we
can have a top-six finish in tho
conference.”

Farmington girls track
Coach Bruce Brown had a
record-number 62 girls turn out

Seo GIRLS TRACK, 2B

C.E:fn Mdmmdwml;:t Tony
ngs, & strong jumper
and half hation
Making up l'or Cctdﬂnp’ loss in
the ‘middle distances is senior
Ryan Deuel.

'l'hn top dllunea runner is

40-foot discus thrower. This will
be Kong’s firat year on the track
team.

‘The Raiders also hope to score
in the pole vault with senfor,
Keith Yanachek and with fresh.
man Chris Kemp in the long

Notth's top
struggied in

who won t.be 3.2004:«&&- run
against Western and finished sec.
ond [n the 1,600.

Grodzick] said the Mdcnluvn
alot of work to do on their relays,

Rcc.bok
mnu- 3129” !

“The relsy teams aren't gell.
ing” he said. “That's because of ‘
the younger runners and becauge -
the weather hasn't allowed us
work outside with each other a
Jot, .

"Wl‘ﬁhldtowwkiuhnll'm
and parking lota. W-nplulo

have to beef up the rlays, the
sprints and hurdles but with time
‘we will got bettar.”
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