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ENTERTAINMENT

Trinity House
T rinity House Theatre features an evoning of

madlng;l at “Lights Up!"” 8 p.m. Friday and
April 810, at the playhouse,

38840 W Six Mile. leonlm Tickets $5, members

and subscribers, free. “Quilters” continues

Fresh, exmtmg changés‘in'

of the Birmingh

Thenfre production of “Oklahomal”
continue thmugh May 2. For ticket
sns@asmmtlan. call the box office ot 644-

How do you improve
on perfection? On
the 60th anniversary
of the opening of
Rodgers and

Hammersteln's “Ok-

through April 3, ' For ticket informatlon, call 464- s
6302, lahoma!” director
P
the rmingham
Folk H Theatre has staged
L BARBARA an entirely new vee-
he Jewish Community Center of Motmpoll‘ MICHALS  ajon that puts more
tan Detrolt the folk of the real Oklahoma

group Geminl, 2 p.m. Sunday, April 11 at
the center, 6600 West Maple Road, West Bloom-
field. Tickets are available at the center and
through Ticketmaster for $4 per person. There is a
maximum family charge of $20, Call 661-2000 Ext.
345.

Oakland Un Iverslty

. Oakland Uninversity's Department of Musle,
‘Theatre and Dance's production of “Cloud Nine"
has been selected to participate in the 1993 Ken-
nedy Center American College Theatro Festival at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts, In Washington, D.C. April 23.24. “Cloud
Ninu will have one benefit performance, 8 p.m.
Thursday, April 15 in the Varner Studio Theater
on campus in Rochester. Ticketa are minl.
mum donor status, $20 minimum general admis-
sion, faculty and ataff, and $10 for atudents. For
tickets, call 370-3018.

Opera
it College, 18600 H: , Livo.

s nia, will pnuntuopmno Beverly Rinaldi tn
a concert noon to 1 p.m. Wednes

April 21, in the college’s Forum Building Rm:ltnl
Hall, F 630. A ““Meet the Artiat” reception will
follow the concert. For information, call 462-4400,
Ext. 5225,

Group du jour

ach to the Future! — subtitled “The Old

World, The New World and Out of This

‘World!" this Elan-style Group du jour con-
cert 8  p.m. Fdday. Apﬂl 23,8t Marcy Centerin

P 1t coffee hour

beginning 7 p. m nnd featurea chamber music
from the Reuulnanm to avant-garde, For ticket
information, call 478.2075.

Musica Vival

pe]l binding uum-y of Cuban-born Manu.

¢l Barrueco, classical guitar, will be fea.

tured at the Musica Viva! concert 8 pam
Friday, April 23, at the Smith Performing Arts
Thentre on the Cnmpul of Oakland Community
College in Farmington Hills. For ticket informa-
tion, call 473-2228.

Romantic symphonies

irmingham-Bloomfield Symphony will per.

form “Great Romantic Symphonies" in.

cluding Brahms: Symphony No. 2 in D Ma-
jor and Tchaikovsy's Symphony No. 4 in F minor,
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Apri! 26, in the Sanctuary of
Temple Beth El in Birminhgam. For ticket infor-
mation, call 645-BBSO,

“Gardner goes one logical stepJurther,

into this quintessential American
musical, The new show Is fresh, exub-
erant, and downright exciting.

All of the wonderful, fami)iar melo-
dies and lyrics are intact, but many
are now orcheatrated with an earthy,
bluegrass country twang. Since “Ok-
lahomal” was the first musical to in
tegrate fully story, songs and dances,

‘The on-stage coatumed musicians are
also an integral part of the atory, dou-
bling a8 male chorus and some minor
characters,

The fina cast is enormously pleas-
ing, led by the strong, rich volces of
Merwin Foard and Rebecca Baxter in
the princlpal roles. Foard Is Curly,
the wholesomoe cowpoke trylng to
court the winsome Laurey (Baxter),
who works hard at trying to seem dle-
intereated, lest “People Will Say
We're in Love.”

Deb G, Girdler is refreshingly
younger than most who play Laurey’s
Aunt Eller, that paragon of spunk
and good sense who dispenses advice
to the lovelorn and forcibly reminda
the stubborn farmors and cattle
ranchers that it's timo to put their
traditional animosities aside now
that Oklakoma ia becoming a ntate.

Jason Edwards is perfect an Will
Parker, saucy, egotistical, and love-
ably dim.witted in his pursuit of tho
irrepresnible Ado Annie. Charmingly
played by Rebecca Hirsch, Annie is

one of the all-time greatest character-- -

izations in musical-comedy, the girl
who “can't say no” to a “feller” and

Classle musical: Jason Edwards (Wzli Parker) and Rebecca Hirsch (Laurey) in a scene from th?
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical “Oklahoma!” at the Birmingham Theatre through May 2—

always loves best the one who's near.
est at hand,

Howard Kaye draws laughs as the-
Persian peddler Ali Hakim, slippery
as snake oil whether selling his wares
or courting women.

As Jud Fry, the villainous hired
hand who lusts after Laurey, Wade
Williams disappoints because he's
too appealing. He's neither dirty and
hulking enough to credlbly repulse
Laurey nor oafish enough for the
“Pore Jud Is Daid” number to make
sense, Gardner scems to have deliber-
ately made Jud and Curley more
equel, the: only chmxn in the show
that doesn’t work well,

One change that really ds is

flow of the play, In Laurey's dream,
Gardner has replaced the ballet with
a cacophony of fragmented phmses
from all the ch

"AlL Er

o 1ok .

and the Cowman,” and

Nothin® ",

Gard.

fully ahephend

her on stage at once.

Jonathan Blxby's costumes lean
toward earthtones, very suitable for
the time and place, and Rusas Smith's
representational set works well except
for the puzzling black backdrop.

From a very different staging of the
openlng number “Oh, What a Beauti-

min' " to the rousing finale of
the Lluo sang, this “Oklahoma!™ Is in-
triguingly different yet satisfyingly
familiar,

* Among t.ba numbers with tha

the elimination of the tedlou: dream
ballet that elways slows down the

“The Surrey With the Fringe on
Top,” "Kamu City," “The Farmer

Concerts to feature pianist

Brazilian-born planiat Flavio
Varani, artist-in.residence at Oak-
land University in Rochester, will be
featured in concerts on April 10 ot
Oakland University in Rochesur, nnd
April 18 at the Jewish C

aeniors $8, students $3. Call 370-3013
for ticket Information.

The Julius Chajes Music Fund
Concert series will present Varani in
concert at the Jewish Communlty
Center of M litan Detroit, 6600

Center in West Bloomfield,
Ho will perform Olivier Measiacn's
"Quutet for the End of Time,” with
Trlo the Detroit S;
Orchestra, and Oakland Unlvanity

West Maple Road, West Bloomficld,
330pm.5undny.A ril 18.

The concert will be In the Janlce
Charach Epsteln Museum and Gal-
lery at the tenur For concert and

faculty member Dougles
clarinet, 8 p.m. Saturday, Aprll 10, in
the Varnor Recital Hall on the cam.

pus of Oakland University in Roches.

ter.

Trio Aventura is Flavio Varani, pi-
ano; John Fadial, violin and Beth
Vanderborgh, cello. Tickets are $10,

ticket infi fon, call Annette
Chajes, 661-1000 Ext, 352,
Varani began performing as a so.
lotst at the age of 7. When he was 10
e began touring with the Brazilian
National Symphony, a tradition that
continues up to the present day. He is
a renowned recitalist, chamber musi-

clan and guest ertist with leading
orchestras in the United States, Latin
America and Europe.

As a teonager, he studied with the
legendary Magda Tagliaferro in Paris.
In the United States he continued his
studles with Roaina Lhevinne at Juil.
liard and with Artur Balsam and
Dora Zaslavaky at the Manhattan
School of Music where he won the
“Harold Bauer Award” for the most
distinguished pianist, Varani was
first prize winner at the “Chopin In-
ternational Competition” in Mallor-

ca.
Varani has appeared at major mu-
sic centers throughout the world, and

ed wanderful productions of “Man of
La Mancha" and “The Wizard of 0z"
at the Birmingham Theatre, as well

aa “Annle Get Your Gun,” just seems
ta get better and better, "Ok]ahuml"
is a virtun] jeon in musical theater;
Gardner managea to be iconoclastic.
without ever ucriﬂdnl the integrity
of the original,

Barbara Michals is a retired South-
field English teacher, A theoter critio
for the last 20 years, she is an invet-

erate goer who regulorly catched
up onﬁflaythe New York produttwu :

Guest planist:  Brazilian-born
Dpianist Flavio Varani will per-
form at Oakland University
%n April 10, and at the Jewish,
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DOLLS!

"« Play & Collectible Bears
-« Doll Houses » Miniatures
« Custom Doll Houses &
Finishing Services Available
s Unique Toys From
Around the World

824 Penniman
Downtown P
The Store With The

. (313) 455-8110

VEGAS of the NORTH

PERKINS TRAVEI&%;:; Lahoer
Southfieid, Ml

-

Oakland University’s

DOV nkoof

A Proresslonal Theatre Company

‘THE STRANGE CASE
OF DR. JEKYLL
. AND MIR. HYDE

BY ROBIAT LOLIS STIVINSON, ADAPTID aY CHARLES NOLTR

MARCH18-APRIL 11
A timeless classic of
horror and suspense,
in a new adaptation.

By day, Dr. Jekyll

€go, Mr. Hyde,

TCXETMASTIR
(313) 645-6686

K= o

MUOSONS, HARMONY HOUSE
A SOUND WAREHOUSE

Inhabits the world of

the rich and powerful,

By night, he becomes
his depraved alter

stalking the crime-
Infested back streets
of Victorian London.

THEATRE
13) 172300

TIKATS AVAILABLE AT

All you care 10 eat and anything you | ;

could wans, including Belgian -

Reservations Gladly Accepred » Troy » 643-7720
2085 Wess Big Beaver » Betsoeen Crooks & Coolidge
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