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Arrests mark
demonstration
at area clinic

BY GREG KOWALSKI
STArY WaITZR

" Nearly 200 aupporters and op-
ponents of abortion marked Good
Friday with & protest at the Mid-
west Gynecologists clinic on
‘Woodward north of Square Lake
Road in Bloomfield Township.
“Thia Good Friday signifies the
day Jesus Christ laid down hia
life,” eald Christopher Piasecki.
*'People ahould realize that Chriat
is th:d source of life and loves ev-

y.”

- Plaseckl is from St Clair
Shores, and the demonstration
drew participants from as far as
Ann Arbor and Columbus, Ohio,

“'I'hare lu a massacre golng on
today, and the camege is these
bebles." said John Swigart, from

‘oledo, Ohio. He came from the
Friends of Our Lady pro.life
group in Toledo.

‘Form of slavery’ .

‘The demonstrators did not
clalm to ropresent any apecific
pro-life group.

“I would hnve helped blacks
during tho time of slavery,” said
Bob Dures, also from Toledo.
*Today, ebortion is o form of
slavery.”

The pro-lifers, including sever-
al children, sang songs and car-
ried signs with such nuyingn as
“Abortionists Kill Bables,”

Although there were no major
incidenta of vlolence, police ar-
rested more than 20 people for
blocking the entrance to the clin-
ic, at 1771 Woodward, about
three-quarters of a mile south of
the Pontiac border. Two people
wero slao arrested for fighting.

+ Bloomfield Township police ex-
ccutlve Lt. Jeffrey Womner said
police from that townahip, Bir-
mingham, Pontiac, West Bloom-
field and Qakland Country Sher-
iffs Department wero on tho
scene, blocking the entrance to
tha clinic parking lot off of Wood-

Pollce responded to the demon-
m-utlon beginning at about 7 a.m.
and formed a line in front of the
clinic doora to keep acceas open to
patients. About 50 pro-choice

& ‘This Good Friday
signlfies the day Jesus
ﬁ:lﬂﬂ lald down hls

CA

Christopher Piasecki

demonstrators also carrled signs,
but were disgruntled with police
because they were Jimited to the
eides of the building.

No injuries

‘Womer sald the police had to
keep the people separated to
avold confrontations.

“Everything went very well.
’ﬂ;em were no injuries,” Werner
aai

Carol King, executive director
of the Michigan Abortion Rights
Action Leaguo, sald her group wae
helping escort patfents into the
clinic.

“We aro not here to confront
anyone,” said King, She also
passed out fliera condemning the
pro-lifo nctivists,

“Abortion is legal,” the flier

tated, “What ia wrong with to-

dnyl Operation Rescuo is that
these anti-abortion protesters not
anly feel they have the right to de-
cide what health care optiona are
appropriate for women, but by
blocking accesa to a medical fncll-
ity, they are breaking the law.”

The league nlso objected to in-
clud!nx children in the protest,
arguing that because blocking the
clinic entrance is {llegal, the pro.
1ifo supporters are contributing to
the dellnquency of children,

Jason Vicker, who is vieiting
the area from Columbue, Ohio,
also opposed the demonstration.
“If thoy're ngainat obortion, that's

But they shouldn't impona
their belief on me. They don't
havo a right to harass women." he

said,

Julie Nathan of West Bloom-
field agrec
“I think it's really pathetic.
People have to be more open-
m!nded. They have to mpect the

No oneat the clinic would com-

their arms in prayer and song at the demon.stmtmn against gbortion.

Young protester: William
Bushman, 10, took refuge
behind his sign as a steady
'xin‘zzle rained down on the

ment on t

ators.

Arrested: Police from five departments moved swiftly, arresting anyone blockmg doors

to the clinic or not keeping within boundaries to allow free
including this unidentified demonstrator.

S'r l’l BYJONN
Offering prayers: Abortion foes Christopher Piasecki (center left) and Ken Jeziershi were among those raising
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The Southfield/Lathrup Multicuitural Coalition Presents:
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This %30 offer is
full of holes.

For only *30 the
1993 Golf Privilege Card® is yours.
With it, you'll receive free greens fees
at more than 100 participating golf
courses!

Catl
1-800-678-LUNG

Changes, Choices, Challenges |

hursday, April 28 » 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. « Southfield-Lathrup High Schoolfi:

North Commons Cafeteria (use entrances at northeast or normwest corners of the building)

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Take an active part in making
Southfield/Lathrup a great place to live.

Keynote épeaker: Lynette Campbell,
Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan

R.S.V.P. by Thursday, April 22. Call 642-5393
or mail the form below
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Chaldean Foundation
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