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POINTS OF VIEW

hile I'm not well-acquainted

with former Detroit Lion Lem
. Bamey, he and [ have many
mutual acquaintances, My name and
his have appeared together on the sta- .
tionery of various cgalitarian boards
and Ifecla gersom\l affinity for his
athletic background, his support of lib-
eral humanitarian causes and his
graceful bearing in the unforgivinf

a

fnrding the use of intoxicatives — both
egul and illegal.

During my days as an executive edu-
cator, I was denounced as a troub-
temaker by some community groups
and officials — and by many of the me-
dia — not only for espousing multicul-

Ham but also for ad ing the
decriminalization of drug use.

1 come from a prodigiously sub-

floodlights of media ion an
crowd preasure.
I was an NCAA All-American

sprinter who outran Olympic champi-
ons in faster time than they won Olym.
pic gold, wont undefeated representing
tho.United States in Europe on the na-
tional team and ultimately was relegat-
ed to various athletic halls of fame.
Thus 1 speak as a man who has been
tested in brutally competitive crucibles
wherein many others have melted
away. I also speak as a former coach of
high achool athletes who later gained
collegiate All-America status while

sometimes ignoring training rules re-

busing Celtic family, promi-
nently featuring my alcohollc ex-fighter
father (a legendary liberal humanitari.
an in his time), I also confess that dur-
ing my more boisterous days I didn’t
decline a fow straight-up hits of Jack
Daniels and roach clip now and then
— cven when I was an internationel
athlete. And, yes 1 did inhale.

So it {s with multiple sorrows that 1
note Lem Bamney's recent arrest for al-
legedly using illegal subatances and his
subsequent hospitalization for depres-
sfon. He was one of the National Foot-
ball League's greateat comerbacks and
countless people idolizo and emulato

im.

& How many of us have
never ylelded to the bland-
Ishments of nlcotine or
marljuana use, or to overin-
dulgence In alcohol, or to
philandering, or to gluttony
or to any other form of
fleshly weakness?

If he's guilty, I can’t excuse him.
What I ean do is empathize — particu-
larly since the pontificating media and
the Fluus general public judge their
“fallen heroes” by a far tougher ynlxd-

Lem Barney deserves support, second Chancej'

the rolo models of our younger years =
aro proy to the same addictive predile¢s;
tions as you or I is a big step toward
maturation. .

It"g eimo to grow up m!d atop h‘lln’dly

stick than thoy reserve for th
and their own various vices.

How many of us have never yielded
to the blandishmenta of nicotine or

to people just becauso they’ve done su
perhuman deeds on an athletic field. ~. .
’I:c expect Lem Barnoy to behave su- X

use, or to n
aleohol, or to philandering, or to glutto-
ny or to any other form of fleshly wenk-
ness? Our behaving in these ways
doesn’t make them right, but it makes
us human,

As 2 humanly flawed being like the
rest of us, Lem Bamnoy deserves the
same second chanco that we all do,
Bear in mind that he jsn't accused of
gelling drugs, as did — for example —
his old antagonist Bob Hayes, the peer-
leas sprinter who became the Dallas
Cowboys® premier wide receiver,

This distinction between being
accused of using rather than of selling

super-|

is a significant one. Recognizing that

ly off the gridiron is perhaps

doubly unfair to him, if only because

n]ﬁon e has actually met such expecta-

tions.

This affablo ex-superatar has con- ' -

ibuted much to our ity in the
ast, What ho needs most from us now

r. symgntheuc support in his very un- -

ut very human-struggle,

John Telford, a Rochester Hills resi- -
dent, most recently was assistant su- . ..
perintendent in the Rochester district, . 4
He previously was executive director for®
secondary education in the Plymouth-
Canton Schools, To leave a message for .
Telford from a Touch-Tone phone, dial
953-2047, mailbox 1879,

With power comes responsibility in education

UESTION: We have a very
large and vocal parent group
in our community that wants
a Parent Council” in every
building with tho right to make de-
clsions in thelr school bullding, in-
cluding oxpendltures of funds, hir-
Ing and firing of teachers and what
will be taught, What has been your
i with this h?

ANSWER: This s called site-based
management and is carried to the ex-
treme in some areas,

My philosophy as an cducational ad-
ministrator is that the more you in-
clude teachers and parents in the deci-
sion-making process, the more they
have at stake to sce what is implement-
ed is successful. The leas they are in-
volved, the less they care.

Teachers, if not included in a curric-
ulum's development, will simply shut
their classroom door, ignore what is
dumped on them, and go back to what
has always worked for them, and use
the big, thick curriculum guides as
door stops.

1In one district I worked, we had (be-
sides the PTA) a parent advisory group
in each building. The parent groups

were charged with identifying 1. local

@A The bottom line Is even if
this site-based manage-
ment local bullding parent
board model were to mate-
rlallze, the eventual head
that will roll, If events go
awry, will be one person —
the superintendent.

building concerns (i.e. need lighta at
entrance for evening meetings) and 2.
districtwide needs. They had a District
Coordinating Council with representa-
tives from each building that met a
couple of times a year, prioritized
needs and then periodically reported to

the board. It worked fine!

However, other parent groups scem
to want all the power without recogniz.
ing that with power comes responaibili-
ty. Lot's say one of these local achool
building parent boards of education
buys some faulty playground equip.
ment on which a child is severely in-
jured or dies.

Who's reaponsible? Would it be the
loca) site-based management parental
board of education that controls the
budget that bought the equipment,
that also approved the purchase, or
would it be the existing school dis-
trict's board of education, the body
which was voted in by the citizens of
the community?

That site-bzaed management ele-
mentary school board of education may
be backed by insurance for any legal
settlement, but members of the board
should also be ready for personal law-
suits. Such o lawsuit would question
from where the authority came to make
decisions over and above the citizen-
elected board of education.

Such parenta are more likely to point
a finger right straight at the superin.
tendént, claiming lack of knowledge
about the laws and liabilities.

How about curriculum! Literally o

diatrict could have 14 buildings and 14
different curriculums — some good
and some terrible, some based on relig-
jous beliefs and some based on far-left
beliefs — a total disaster.

And if these good-intentjoned people
think the child severely injured in the
pl d lo is explosive, wait
until they take on hiring and firing
teachers, They best be ready to come
up with about four years of their time
for hearings, appeals and about
$2650,000 to $1 million in funds if they
lose the case.

‘The bottom line is even if this site-
based management local building par-

ent board model were to materialize,
tho eventual head that will rol), if
ovents go awry, will be one person —
tho superintendent,
A superintendent and a board of ed-

ucation can develop and delegate a de-

isi king process for pa 1
and/or teacher input, but they can nev-
er del away the ibility,

James “Doc" Doyle, a former teach-
er/school administrator/university in-
structor, is president of Doyle and As-
saciates, an educational consulting
firm, To leave a message for Doyle from
a Touch-Tone telephone, dial 953-2047,
mailbox 1856.

LETTERS

Speaking out
applauded

M r. John Telford's comments

regarding sexism, homopho-
bia, racism and anti-Semi-

tism in a previous column were most

refreshing.

To speak out on these issucs today
takes a great deal of courage. It also

takes a great deal of courage, on the

part of & newspaper, to print controver-
sial opinions.

I want to laud you for your willing-
ness to publish a newspaper that ia .
open to all points of view and supports
the right to free speech, Wo must all &
speak up or, when it is happening to
us, there will be no one to speak out fo
us,

.
.
—
T

Bernetta Miller-Shaw |
Executive Dircctor {
Associates of Birmingham !

Ding In « Carry-Qut
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Elegant Styling
In Premium Oak Doors and

¢ Custom Cabincts

And Uncompromised Quality : :

Sparkling Beveled Glass Inscris

« Oak, Steel & Fiherglass Doors

Alble’s Famous U.P: Pastics ¢ Délicious Subs> Garden Fresh Solads.

BUY 1 PASTY
T A
SECOND FOR

nies  Oclitlous Subs+ Garden Fresh Salads .

Sittin® Pre¢t.
RETIREMENT SALE

LAST 3 WEEKS
EVERYTHING MUST GO

LIVONIA
Pormerty Sewma 470
16709 Middiebelt
Rt hom an 3 ofd )

427.4330

n = Limit 1 por Customor
cludod » Explros 5-1.3

Correg uhars CIOROE SV SO0 SaArec '8 1 OUCL,

* Marvin Windows

« Fine Quality Tiffany Lamps
744 Starkweather
Plymouth, MI 48170
453-1660

 Peachirec Windows & Doors

IN STOCE WALLPAPER
Maki

our large selection
‘. of in stock patterns

e your home
beautiful with

.|| 30% OFF

Judith Dresner Gallery

e Coymoos BKx)., 2960 Frontin R, Suse 123, Soufexd, M
Avoactie

60% - 75% off

Patio & indoor furniture, tables
tamps, leathers & formica furniture
Layaways & previous sales excluded Permit #37

Evergreen Plaza 19747 W. 12 Mile, SouthReld 552-8350
Hours; M-W 10-6, Thurs. 10-7, Fri. & Sat. 10-6

All Special Order Books !Mhs Since 1966
Excludes previous sales and fabrics. | T2 LT ﬂ g
: uron j-oo
Resurfacing?
Deal Diract With Tho Expertal

* Pool Openings Swimming Pool Plastering Experts
: Resutacin MEMBER Futly Insured
. ww Aggregate Finishes '—o— kg Lic. €2253379%3
< Vinyl Uner Poots e .
: lauacmm

OPEN 7 DAYS MON.-FAL 10-9, . MMH warionas 20180 W. 14 Mite

Tel 313:052-4168 Concrate Coatings meviruTe West Bloomfield




