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Vanessa Wells [a a gregarious
secand-grader who Joves to play
with her German shepherd-collie
mix dog, Suzle, and says art is her
favorite subject in achool.

And if you didn’t know better,
watching her seemingly unlimited
energy, you might think she could
conquer the world, given enough
time, But time is now an enemy
fur the Farmington Hills girl and
her mother, Mary.

“I noticed some dlfferences
when she was an Infant,” said the
mother of three,

But jt wasn't until Vanessa was
6 thnt doctora dlegnosed her con.
ditlon as Friedreich’s ataxia, a
rare degencrative nerve disorder.
There is no known cure for the
disease — in the United States.

Vanessa had CAT scans, MRIs
and other gop'hls.tlcateg tests, and

a]lies to

healing techniques, medication
that eased the shaking symptoms,
and other methods. But the re.
8ults were, at best, mized.

“It was hord to tell if it was
helping or not,” she sald.

‘Then she heard about two Livo-
nia brothers who had been treated
f(:r the condition by a German

saw ut
other than physical therapy, it
seemed that there was little that
could be done to stem the dlsease,
which could leave her paralyzed
by the time she's a teenager.

“It was very frustrating,” snid
Mary Wells, who has two other
daughters, Nicole, 10, and Billy
Jo,: 3. "“They (doctors) basically
told me to nccept it.”

So she tried various natural

physiclan, Dr, Hans A, Nieper.

*The oldest one is 30 and he's
doing fine,” she sald, “They were
treated 10 years ago by Dr,
Nigper."”

Wells sald the mother of the
brothers found out about Nieper's
treatment by chance at a beauty
parlor.

But like many of the treat-

tre

keeps busy with her dog,

Federal Drug Administration and
was not covered by insurance.
Wells, who is lald off from ber
job 2a a waitress and separated
from her husband, could not af-
ford more medical out

atment

“members could dot afford to pay

the way for Vanessa and her
mather, they have plenty of ideas
on how to raise the money. .

“Wo know a lot- of peopls,”
Kennedy satd.

- Kennedy said she had been
surprised to Ieam that there was a
known cure for her niece’s condl-
tion but that it wasn’t approved
in the United States.

“We wondered why it's kept a
secret in the U.S.,” she sald.
“People wo have talked to bave
found that it (treatment) not only
atopa the diseass, but that people
have some return of on,
‘They are able to walk better than
before.”

The “Spring Pever Ball" will
run from 1 p.m. to midnight at the
Communlty Center of Farmlog-

of her own pocket, much less tho
trip with her daughter to Hano.
ver, Germany.

Welle went ahead and sched.
uled a June visit to Hanover, and
found plenty of support from her
sisters. They formed a group,
Mothera for a Cause, to raise
money for the trip end treat-
ments. Wells expects the cost to
be about $6,000.

‘Thoresa Kennedy, ane of Wells'
slsters who is organizing a

ton/F Hills, 24705
Farmington Road in Farmington
Hills. Entertainment will include
Tinker T\ Majic Clown, karacke
muslc for kids provided by Larlo
Ross, the country and western
group Billy Blues providing danco
musie,

Tickets for the ball cost $6 for
children, $16 for adults and $25
for a couple, and will bs availabls
at the door. For more Information,
call 473-2968 or 474-2313, -
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Mother and daughter: Mary and Vanessa Wells think
about their trip to Germany.

ments available here, Nieper's
was not d by the

“Spring Fever Ball” benefit for
8 day, sald although family
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« Bladosharpening
WE WILL HONOR ALL COUPONS
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Luckily, so Is Sylvan!

Learn test-1aking steategies
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Simply The Most Exciting Home Theatre
Store In Michigan.

3160 Heggerty Road, West Bloomfield
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Thursdays till 8

N

669-5600

iohits And Sititrdays.
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No Matter
How You
Stack It,

The Deals Are
Incredible At
Classic Interiors
One Year |
Interest Freej
Financing
Save 30-40%

on such famous lines as

Classic

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia =
Mon. Thurs., Fri. 9:30-

\

Pennyslvania House Thomasville Harden Century .
Lexington Bob Timerlake Bradington-Young Nichols & Stone
Canal Dover Hooker Conover Hancock & Moore
Hckman Sligh Clock Sligh Desk Hownard Miller
Superior Hitchcock Jasper

Sale Ends Sun. 4/18

Interiors
South of 8 Mile « 474-6900
8:00 » Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Open Sun. 1-5
« All Previous Sales Excluded » Offer Not Valid

in Conjunction With Any Other Promotional Discount

« All Discounts Are Off Manutacturers Suggested Retail Prices

BE EARTH AWARE!

' Peat Moss & Top Soil | Burpee Seeds & Designed Gardens
25% OFF " 83% OFF

(3 sizes to choose from) Choose from a variety of Burpee seeds
regularly priced from $1.09-$1.59 ea., or if

PEAT MOSS REG. SALE
lcu fi.bag  $5.99 $4.49 you prefer, choose from a wide selection of
2cu. ft. b . $7.99 $5.99 Burpee Designed Gardens regularly priced
4 sz fi bgi $12.99 $0.74 from $6,99-$11.99ea. Pre-packaged designs
i - ) include: Perennial, Shade, Butterfly, Salad,
45&" i‘;g' $200  S224 | Herb. Kids, Pink, Purple, Blue, Yellow,

Vegetable and Cutting!

Carefree Brand Seedling Supplies
15% OFF

Hours:
Mon-

( reg. $1.28-$10.49ca.) “S‘“‘""“{ '30' !
Jiffy pots, window gardens, sced starter, peat nﬁim Sunday: 11:00-3:00
pots, jiffy pellets, gro-domes and moret CALL US! )
4-GARDEN (442-7336)

1-Gallon Shrubs
Reg. $6.48 NOW $4.99
(many to choose from)

28915 Grand River, Farmington Hills
Just 4 blocks East of Middiebeli!

Sale prices good through April 25, 1993,

Lifeisfullofcallenes.

Choosinga doctordoestced iobeoneof e

Nobody wants to wade through the
Yetiow Pages or spend all dayon the phone:
trying 1o find a doctoe. And finding the I
mmsmwummmwm\{

Service s a quick and easy alternative. Just call and teil

us whal's important to you, Well con-
A physician

number Monday through
If its this easy, why put it off any longer?
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