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POINTS OF VIEW

A modest proposal:

¢:'a simple. . . 50 simple you'll
I nder how you've missed it all
80 years,

All you hnve to do is hold your Star-
com.V remote control device (standard
{ssub for many cablo TV subscribera)
firmly in your loft hand, aim it directly
at the box, apply your right index finger
to the “Off"" button and push.

Zingo! The deed Is done. The screen
is dark.

O, for those of you so backward as
notlo have cablo TV, simply stop to
the box and push the appropriate con-
trol;to the “Off'" position, For those
with an old-fashioned knob, just turn’
thething all the way to the left until
youhear a “click.”

And then hang a horse blanket ora
burlep sack over the blasted television

set.!

I've had it. I'm fed up with the junk
on TV, cable and network. How do the
comptter nerds put it? Garbage in, gar-
b?gn ?ut . and garbage on TV every
night!

he customer was very dissatis-
fied.

T Ho had ordered a videotape,
The vendor gave him a long story about
why it waa unavailable. Finally the
vendog said it was available — for $78.
The customer paid bug never saw the
videotape and never got back his $78,
Sounds like a nightmarish version of
an ordinery consumer problem. Well,
the vendor was the law enforcoment
system in Detroit. The vid was

-junkie. (*My name is Tom, nnd it's

Y

Of courso, Tam a recovert ng p ru

been 12 hours and 20 minutes slnu m;
last televised basketball game . "%
During the collego basketball tou:
nament I became one with my booh
tube. My Zenith and I were likea
drunk and his bottle. .
Now that it’s all over but tho crylng
{for Michigan fana, anyway), wo're es-

tranged. The damn thing’s not wo. ang -

very well, to be honest about it.
But I havo come o a realization:

‘There just {an’t much worth watchi:

on telovision these days and nights

Sure, cable TV is botter than plnln
old 2, 4, 7, 9, 20, 60, 56 and 62, but nat
much better. And cable’s getting pri-
cey. My last bill from TCI Cablevision
of Qakland County was $42.35 for the
baslc servico nnd two premium chnn-

ncls,

And to think I bitched so hard in a -
1985 column about a monthly bill of
$21.85 for exactly the same service,
Yeah, if T had a dime for every cable

uct o pry evidence from a cortain mny-

I'm not an attomney and don't file
FOIA lawsuits, The Michigan FOI
Committee does stock copies of the law
and major court decislons. We encour-
age people to exercise their rights un-
der Michigan’s twin "sunshine laws,”
FOIA and the Open Meetings Act.

The inmates were upset over a ruling
ngnlnst David DoSorcy, who sued the

of C fons and its li-

of an interrogation. The very dissatis-
fied customer was an inhabitant of the
Charles Egeler Facility, Jackson — in
other words, & guest of the Michigan
Department of Corrections.

He was in my audience Saturday
whin 1 spoke about the atate Freedom
of Information Act.

FOIA is a law that applics to “all
persons.” You don't have to bo a white
male adult, an adult, or even a citizen
to make an FOIA request, A 12.year-
old Mexican wetback has the same
rights under FOIA as the Woyne Coun-
ty prosecutor, who once had to use the

A race watcher’s guide
to the WB half marathon

bmry DoSorcy wanted to inspect final”
orders in prison discipline casos and
their supporting records.

But the state Court of . Appeals l:ﬁld

Rt # IR

to Lty Could proablyaf-
ford oo Pleabos Chomal opably
Sowhat'to

ay? .. .

By gully. r .— 1f I can get just
alittle suppott o the community.
Here's my. m roposal: The Farm-
ington Commq;ﬂi:fubury will spon.
sor a program galled something like
“The Groat F n Turnoff” and

Ingto
pmvida several focal familiea togo

Does peucmll fnvontlsm have any-
thing to do with' ".7 Or maybe mco" It’s
an officlal secrati’ 3

tos are worrled about the fel-

that the Legisl ad

ciplinary hearinga from the Adminis-
trativo Procedures Act, thus removing
those hearings from tho definition of
“contested cases" for purposes of
FOIA.

Inmates can't learn the underlying
reasoning, just the final order, They
want to know why, when four men have
done tho same thing, ono gets off, one
geta five days dlscipline, and s0 on.

lows in the next bunk, or serving food
on the chowline, who mlghthuva
AIDS. They can't find out,

They grouse over having to pay the
state 20 cents a pago for FOIA re-
quests.

At the State Law Library, one floor
below the Michigan Supreme Court in

ing, I pay 10 cents a page for copy-

ing. Most libraries charge 10 cents.

TV for seven days

co]d-turkoy with me.

For the library, the program would
show what a role television plays in -
their lives, Participants would pledge
to go ane week, one whole week, with.
out telsvision, allowing them to find al-
tornatives and new activities like. . .
well, reading the booka and joining the
programs at the Farmington Library,

Juat think of it: Without TV, whole
families might get to know ‘cach other

. or maybe for the first time.
‘The fine art of conversation will have
to be revived.

Hey, without a TV set to flop in front
of, some meaningful work may even get
done around the house, Look for brisk .
businesa at Farmington's paint and
hardware stores that week.

Pmnu may ﬁnd themelvea alittle

morn-

ings, when TV wllh ita cartoons be-

comes the world's most inexpensive

l::lby sitter, as well aa a very effective
s

ct applies to ‘all persons’

Some commercial copiers arc even
cheaper.

At that, prison inmates are botter off
than people requesting information
from the Livonin Police Department,
which charges $5 for the first page and
$2 for tho second page. Police in Farm-
ington Hills charge $4 and in Redford
‘Township $3 for tho first page,

A black inmate wanted to know how

man.
As for news, sports and the weather, -

there's always the radio. It's hardly the ™

great entertainment medium it was in =

tho days before thero was a TV screen <
glowing in overy American living mom.
but it's still worth a listen.

Radio beats TV, of course, because a
listener has to use his imagination to
form the images of what's happening inw
his mind,instead of just staringata "L

screen. ) :
How will we fare if we do take the

pledge? Will we come crawling in n!ter

saven daya like so many Jost prospoc- =

tors just emerging from the desert?

1l we bo mvunous fora ulwom 06: -

hall,

will wo ba bclh:r, brlghur people for
our experlence?

Let's find out. The Great Farming.
ton Turnoff may ¢ sound silly at first
blush, but let's give it a chance and see---
how lr. does, Anyone out there want to I
take up the challenge?

Tom Baer is the editor of The Farm-
ington Observer, He can be reached by’
calling 477-6450,

took place many years ago, tho clerk
dead, and ] have no notes. But don't
surprised if, somo day, the Supreme
Court orders a bunch of new trials be
cause of a tainted jury selection pro-
cees, e
‘We chuckled over the obtuse Pontiac..
police sergeant who denied an inmate’s .
FOIA request becausa "thn casowas ...
still under investigation.” Notevena .
Bl d Hilla lawyer could get Pon:’

juries wore selected in an

county, The county seat city has a
large black neighborhood, but some-
how his jurors came from the white
population of the surrounding town
ships.

‘The prosecutor wrote hlm that the
jury selection process was “exempt”
under FOIA. The inmate smelied a rat.

The inmate smelled right, too. I had
discussed jury aelection with the clerk
of that county. Yes, indeed, be did put
older white township residents on the
jury panel because they were looking
for something to do and needed a bit of
ext'{a cash,

ly, that i

tiac cops off the hook in the Court of
Appeals for that booboo. K

Some friends think I'm nuts for
being nice to inmatea,

It's not Liberalism, I learned my les~
son. When authoritarian government
intends to shaft people, it atarts with
minorities like inmates, high school _
editors, Gypaies and Jews. To protect _
the suburban white middle clasa, we
have to protect other groups first.

o 7‘47:! Rlchurd repofm regulorly on the.
events. His office number is (813} 3492
1700.

pectators will find Sunday’s half
marathon in West Bloomfield as much
l‘un astha pnnlcipnm& \
itively, ia simi-
lnr to mhgion 1t's wonderful to see It.prncticcd
but gueling to hear it discussed. Tho half
murathon will attract those who can run, those
who can talk about running, and those who
would rather be home reading The New York
Times.
"Much like birds, runners can be identified by
. body type and plumage. Joey Spano, parks and
rec director, will have illustrated guide books
availablo. Excerpts follow:
8 Thb pros: They'll quietly ba toaling up and
down the lanes of parked cara In the West
Blooraficld High Schoot patking lot, slowly
warming up their muscles and getting a feel for
the Look for woll-toned bodies,
Inose,clothlng, nylon running shorts and good,
but not top-of-the-line, shoes.

B TP's (tundra pigs): Tundra pigs split by
gender because of where their weight is carried.
Malo TP's will appear to have 40-pound baga of
library paste strapped on just above the belt
buckle. They can be recognized from a distance
by their silhouette, which is not unlike that of a
marble balanced on a cantaloupe. (Male TP's
can hq distracted by cagey runners making do-
nut sgunds.)

Fethale TP's carry epproximatoly tho same
weight as thelr male counterparts, but they car-
7y it just below the small of the back. While

discretion and a properly fitting pair of running

shorta would go miles toward masking this phe-
nomenon, female TP's instead will climb into
sausaga casings, also known as bicycle shorts,
and create the illusion of twin moons orbiting
an aa-yot undiscovered planet,
8 The EZ (e«m)' Brizht[y foathered, the EZ
can be d by seve
istics, .

The male EZ, having dipped himself in Polo
moments before the race, will bo wearing several

gold chaina and self-inflating shoes with head-
lights. Every hair wiil be in place, including
those on his head. He will talk a lot about run-
ning, but In fact saylittle, '

The fomale BZ gives off a acent that smeils
like bug spray to anyone but the male EZ, who
identifies the scent as Giorgio. Snepping her
gum, the female EZ will camestly be puzzling
over why sho is the only woman running in 5-
inch red heels.

If in doubt about an EZ llshhng.juut hold up
a novel, point to it, look at the EZ and say
“book." Having never seen one before, tho EZ
will circle and then mimje.your o, which wlll .
sound more like“ba-uk.”

8 Tho gaunt: Fringe creatures known for ab-
sessing, gaunts, easily recognized by a sl cl(ly
and complete lack of body fat, will try to con= "
vince you that a diet of dirt, paint chips and
mineral water is just the ticket for maintaining
that perfect 68-pound body weight,-

Gaunts, lsmur-syed from food deprivntion, |

unwillingly change lanes in low to moderate
winds. Tundra pigs have been known ta mis-

take gaunts for nlcoly dressed biscotti but usu: i

ally leave them alone bccaule they cun't ﬁhd
any cappuccino. L

Philip Sherman is the editor of the West”
Bloomfield/Lakes Eccentric, who will not run
the half-marathon due to an old war injury. He
can be reached at 644-1100, Ext. 264,
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