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'.OU,thespians heading for Kennedy Center

By 8HARON DARGAY
BTAYY WRITER

Karen Sheridan wanted a “nice
little ensemble show” to give her
students at Oakland University a
shot at winning in the theator fos.
tival circuit this year,

* “I had never even directed a
fully produced show before, This
‘Is my first fully mounted produc.
.tion with a real budget,” Sheridan
‘admitted. “You decids what play
to put up for competition when
you select the whole season. You

': oven cast it first.

Her pick, Caryl Churchill's
“Cloud Nine," was the perfect fit.

playgoers will get a

chance to see it tonight on thc Ro-
chester Hills campus before cast
and crew head to the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts
next woek.

“This is a play with a strong
meanage. You think about the so.
cial injustice of what's going on in
the play but you do it while you're

laughing,” Sheridan said. “This
is just the right-sized show. Ev-
eryone plays at least two roles, It
forces your actors to stretch.”
Actors switeh era, ago, and
sometimes gender aa they change
character during the nearly three-
hour production that looks at sex-
ual and racial roles in Victorian
goloninl Africa and 1980s Lon-
on.

Social change

Characters age 26 years from
first to second act, but experience
85 years of social change,

“When 1 first read it 1 was
confused,” sald seenior Angela
Maclean of Bloomfield Hills.
“Then I fell in love with it.”

Maclean switchea between two
different characters, Ellen and
Mrs, Sanders, 12 times during the
first half of the play and
reappears ns fcisty lesbian, Lynn,
in the second half,

“Etlen seems real innocent but

she's not. She's in lovo with ‘Bet-
ty, who is p!qyed by a man,” Ma-
d. “Mrs, Sandes’s a wid-
vw Sha can control men and she -
knows it. She's aleepl

campus one night to test their

roles in & simulated Colonial Afri-

ca. Sheridan and production de-

-l;ner ?uunl an spent huun,
Ys

th Bet.
ty's hulhnnd and is very blatant
about it too.

Confused?

Ccnnlder Stephanie Wood-
man's character leap from a 9-
year-old Edward, the cheerful vic-
timr of child molestation, to his
grown-up sister who's struggling
with marrisge, career and sexual
preference. Another actor plays
the adult, gay Edward in the sec-
ond act.

“It was a lot of fun,” said
Woodman, an QU junior from
Troy. “When we switched parts
that was neat because we got to
work with another actor. We sat
down and talked about why Ed-
ward is the way he js.”

Real test
The cast camped on the OU

Victorian Africa — from costume
to native music. An OU African
drumming ensemble supplied
misic for the first act.

During their five-weeck rehears.
al, actors learned to walk, talk
and move with Victorian-era
mannerisms.

“I think of my character, Clive,
as a 44-45 year old mean. I'm only
21, 80 I had to learn to move dif-
ferently,” said Corey Skaggs of
Bloomfield Township, “We spent
80 much time preparing the first
act that we slmost forgot we had
almost a whole other play todo in
the second act.”

The cast and crew change char-
acters and set in the 15-minute
interval that spans the B5-year
chasm between acts,

New abortion bill goes to Senate

* See related edltorial

An “informed consent” abor-

" tion bill is on its way to the state

. Senate after belng roported out of

* committee on a 3-1 vote eatlier

- this month.

- = Under Senate Bill 384. a wt;m-
a

*‘an would receive

(] LANSING

the entire procedure rather than
subjecting themselves to assem-
bly-line abortlon clinlcs that have
no long-term Interest in thelr
physical or emotional well being,”

uld sponmr Jnck Welbom. R.

* physicton or qualified nssiatant at
: least 24 hours before an abortion

foe.
The Scnnw Family Law, Crim}-
nal Law and Corrections Commit-

Voting yes were Welbom, the
chalrman, Doug Carl, R-Utice,
and Chris Dingell, -D-Trenton.
Voting no was Virgil Smith, D-
Detroit.

Bob Geake, R-Northville, had
an excuaed absence but is expect-

to be shown a drawing rather than
& photograph of a fotus,

Patfents would be told the
probable geatational age of the
fetus, what to do if medical com-
plication is result, how to get
information

ed to support the

Last year the Senate passed o
similar measure, but it dled In the
House, An important change from

from the annrtment of Public
Health, poselble physical and
psychological compllcationa from
abortion and continued pregnan-

: is performed, . tec reported out the bill just be- last year's bill, said Welborn, is  cy, and what adoption services aro
“Women need to d fore the t % Enster break. that the new bill requires patients  available,
¥ ——
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It Attracts Moths Faster
Than A 200 Watt Lightbulb.
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THE 1993 OPERA SEASON BEGINS
AT THE MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE
SPONSORED BY FORD MOTOR COMPANY
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The Sleeping Beauty
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$10 Family Tickets available
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Movies. Concerts. Panus. It's just a mple of our monthly

special events, When it comes to activities, no other community -

offers you so marny choices. The Trowbridge gives you the best

life has to offer. Independence. Write or call (31.'93&020&
+Spacious, e!egant ar *Flexible

*Restaurant style dining nightly +24-hour concierge

*Weekly housekeeping service ¢Valet parking

#Weekly linen service «Snack shoppe

*Full activities & events calendar sFull service hair salon

service




