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NTH promotions

- an Hdllh hes promoted Sherif Af-

- In project and management Javel
. positions. He currently servea as
' project consultant of bydrology

NTH Consultants of Farming-
bhert Gorman to vice
president. Gorman was also
elected to the firm's board of di- |

rectors.
As envlmnm enul depnrtm ent

direction for the department's
staff of engineers, geologists, hy-
drogoologists and chemista, He

. hoa been with NTH slnce 1985 and hea more than

29 years of profeasional engincering experience.
Gorman joined NTH 2a a staff
geologist in 1979 and has served

services. As a membor of the
Loard of directora, he will asslst
in setting corporate policy for
management of the firm,

NTH specializes in geotechni- g
cal and environmental engineer- KX B
'i:{xz end bullding technology ser- Gormen

ces.

Property management

Axiom Real Estato Management is the newly
formed joint venture of Grubb & Ellis and 1BM in

. which Axiom is providing property and facilitica

management for IBM.

Axiom has inherited the former Grubb & EHis
national property management division and its
network of offices in 28 markets across the coun-
try. IBM turned over 17 million square feet of its
space to the new venture. The resulting 90 million
square feet Axium now manages makes it one of
the large: perty manegers In the country.
rubb & Ellls is the parent company with 70
percent of Axiom. IBM owns 25 percent, and §
percent is owned by Axiom's nenlorommn‘
Southfield is homo to the Mich

) and two satellito offices. Other Michigan offices

aro in Jackson, Birmingham and Troy. The main
focus of the local business is office, industrial, re-
tall and facilities management,

Information for inclusion in this column should
be sent to Marilyn Fitchett, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Liyonia 48150.
——

B Once t.he hidden room, the
bathroom is making its own
fashlon statement.

BY Douc FUNKE

STAYY WaiTER

What Is pethapa the most private
room in the house is taking on a new

“dimension,

“The bathroom Is not just a place
go and take care of business,” safd

'Bnb O'Brien, general manager of

Kurtis Kitchen & Bath Center in
Livonia.

“They are now tha heartbeat of the
house," said Mary Ellon Vigna, show-
room manoger of Classic Baths in
Birmingham. “You have a lot of two-
income families who want something
Tuxurious to refax fn.

*'One woman came in and sald, ‘My
husband likes to sit in the tub and he
has a telephone, TV and stero right
there.’

“Bathrooms aren’t hidden In
homes,” Vigna added. “Whirlpools
look out over a window and onto a
wooded lot.”

“People want a separate shower, a
stall shower, and a whirlpool tub,”
sald Ellon Whitefield, marketing di-
rector for the Selective Group of
Farmington Hills,

“When wo do that, we try for a dra-
matic window around tho tub,” she
sald, “Somatimes, we'll do & window
that's half round on top. Sometimes
it will be decorative.

“If it (bath) is upstairs, we'rc in
good shape, If it's downatalrs, we'll do
anmething with glass blocks where

you can't see in or nut but you can get
llght," Whitefield sald.

“Whether people use them (whirl-
pools) or not, they want them in the
houee,” said Joyce MacLeish, a deco-
rating specialist and vice pmuldcnt of
acustom building company in Troy.

"Deck tubs aro absolutely a muat, a
flat surface surrounding on at least
two aides where you can set plants or

. towels,” she sald.

Sherry Wheeler. 8 Jncuu.l conault-
ant for a

STEPHEN CANTRRLL/STAT? PHOTOGRAPHER

Cholces: C’ansumers have all kinds of choices, like this modern pedestal sink/toilet combination,
when it comes to selecting style and color of bathroom fixtures. Showrooms like Classic Baths

delers as well as build

8 of new resid

in Birmingham serve r

pool tub sales in recent years,

“Six years ago, we sold 451, Last
year, it was 2,038,” sho snid. “On al.
most anything over 1,200 square feet,
it’a mandatory.”

John Bollan J¢., a 'l‘my bullder,
doean’t necessarily find that to be tho
cagg, though, in his $169,000 to
$190,000 prico range.

“I kind of think my buyers find
things more important to them . .
upgraded - windows, cabinet types,
flooring, carpeting,” he said,

‘Whirlpool prices vary according to
sizo, nmurinl. jot stream and heating
ecler’s most popular

ply
hes secn hemnndoun gmwth in whirl-

standard model is six feet long, three

fect wide and 20 inches desp liats for
about $1,800,

But whirlpoolu aren’t eyed only by
buyers of new homes.

“A third of people coming by here
ask about replacing an existing tub,”
Wheeler said at the recent Interna-
tional Builders Home, Flower and
Fumniture Show. “They don't want to
knock out a wall, but they ask about
what's available.”

A five-foot whirlpool lists for as low
03 $600. Some rewiring may be need-
;d to install o whirlpool in an older

ouse.

Saftey concerns
“Another thing becoming very blg

in the '90s for bathrooms is safety,”
Vigna sald. “People want grab bars
and higher tollets.”

‘That only makes sense, she added,
when you consider concerns about
getting in and out of a higher tub and
the increased poselbility of straining
muscles and the onsct of arthritis
with aging. *

“The biggest population is over 50,
fan’t it?" Vigna sald,

ere aro all kinds of available
sink basin styles, “China holds up
better,” she sald. 1 think the finish
will stay on longer.”

Soo BATHROOMS, 2F R

DDINGTO

P A R K

These are just a few of
the many impressive
architectural features
you'll find at...

- Free - -
... Whirlpool
Washet, Oryer
And

Relrigeralor? .-

et 5233 900
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